
@connectionscpc
No Longer Strangers…

CPC updates for July:

It has been good to be in the house of the Lord for worship! We have now worshipped together twice in our 
worship spaces. Of course not all are yet able to attend in person. We are working diligently to have viable 
alternatives with video recorded services and a transmitter for listening in the parking lot. I am grateful to 
Susan Johnson, Emma Hadley, Patrick Johnson, Drew Coghill, Warren Trevvett, Jimmy LaBrecque and 
Bryan Schiano for working on these efforts. We are still working to perfect the system and appreciate 
everyone’s patience; 

As we move into the Phase 3 for reopening, not much changes for our worship, it is still appropriate that only 
individuals who are healthy should attend – if you are showing symptoms of COVID 19, or have had a fever, 
cough, or shortness of breath within the last 14 days, you should remain at home;  

Face masks are required, and the worship space has been marked for physical distance between individuals 
and household groups. Face shields offer an appropriate alternative to cloth masks. Touchless peace, 
offering and fellowship will be enjoyed. 

July 5th will include communion and will be celebrated in house with individual packets of cup and wafer; at-
home, celebrating with your own elements is welcome;

A tape of worship will be available in the middle of the week on the CPC website, YouTube and Facebook;

The session has voted to move to a single worship service at 10:00AM beginning July 12;

Karen Cook has resigned as Church Administrator. The personnel committee has begun the process for filling 
the position. If you know of interested candidates, encourage them to contact the church office. Thank you to 
the volunteers will staff the office 10-2 M-Th; 

This month we welcome the Rev. Sandra Bottoms to our CPC team as she begins her duties July 1 as 
Director of Christian Formation. Sandra will be a wonderful addition to our ministry.

As we continue to travel this journey of upheaval and change, let us look to the words of Paul for guidance:
“…let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in the one body, And be 
thankful. Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly…” (Colossians 3:15-16a) 

Be safe, Keep your circle small.

Shalom,
Gordon
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AROUND CPC

Wow! Has it already been over a month? What great fun it is to be back in worship, using 
our creativity to remain safe yet, be together to praise God with our hearts and voices! I’m 
thankful to the AWE Singers and the Chancel Choir for supporting my beginning at CPC. 
I’m grateful to the church and staff for smoothing my transition to the community and the 
love and support I feel. 

The Psalmist wrote to “Make a Joyful Noise to the Lord, ALL ye lands. Worship the Lord 
with gladness. Come into His Presence with singing!” “Praise the Lord in his sanctuary; … 
Praise him with trumpet sound, with the lute and harp, with the tambourine and dance, with 
strings and cymbals, with clanging cymbals (bells); Let everything that breathes, praise the 
Lord!”

Handbells, children’s choir, youth choir, chancel choir, AWE Singers, so many opportunities 
and options!

Plans for choirs to resume a regular schedule are being formulated and if you have any 
interest, send me an email or call me at extension 304 so I will be able to prepare a place 
for you!

PAX!

Jon

Every Tuesday from
5:00PM to 5:30PM

Fellowship Hall Parking Lot

Fresh, hot and home cooked delivered
directly to your car!

In observance of the 4th of July holiday, 
the church office will be closed on 

Friday, July 3rd.

Have a safe holiday!



AROUND CPC
It is with great disappointment that the CPC Rise Against 
Hunger packaging event has been cancelled. With the 
impact of Covid-19 and CDC guidelines RAH has had to 
postpone or cancel many of their scheduled events. If 
CPC chose to continue with our originally scheduled July 
26th event, we would have to work in 2-hour shifts of 9 

people each. In between shifts disinfection would be required. Because of these 
requirements CPC would need 2 days to package our meals.

The mission committee has decided it would be best to cancel our event for this year. We 
will donate the funds budgeted for the event to RAH. This will allow food to be purchased 
and distributed where it is best needed. CPC will reschedule another event for some time in 
2021. We hope to see you then!



AROUND CPC
CPC Lunch Bunch Pot-Luck hosted by Bob & Marnie Brown on Sunday, July 12th 
at 12:30PM for any and all who would like to come!

They will provide iced tea, lemonade, burgers, hot dogs, baked beans and 
coleslaw.

Please RSVP to Bob or Marnie Brown and let 
them know what you will bring.
Email: forestend@verizon.net

Bob & Marnie Brown
11842 Middlecoff Drive Chester 23836
Phone: 804-530-3580

Dear CPC Church Family,

I would like to express my sincere gratitude for the 
many cards, phone calls, help with transportation 
issues, and other expressions of concern I received 
during my recovery from a serious car accident in 
February.  It meant so much to have a loving, 
supportive church family during that time.  I felt your 
prayers and I am now 95% recovered.

Sincerely,
Deborah Regal

Dear Church Family,

Thank you for all the ways you helped to be part of my graduation.  A 
bunch of you helped me celebrate with a big parade! Thank you for the 
honks, signs, and balloons.  It was like my birthday!  I loved it!

Thank you again for thinking of me.  I hope to see you at church soon.

Love,
Joshua Wood



3 THINGS YOU NEED TO KNOW

Chester Presbyterian Preschool is now Enrolling for the 2020/2021 School Year. We offer 
a wonderful, half-day program for students ages 2 ½ - 4 years old. Our goal is to properly 
prepare students for kindergarten in a fun, nurturing environment. 

PRESCHOOL NOW ENROLLING

For more information, contact Kim at 804-748-9465 
or visit our website at cpcpreschool.org.

CPC FOOD PANTRY
The food pantry is continuing to provide food bags to those in need in our community 
and through CCHASM.  

Our pantry shelves are in need of your help so that we may continue to provide to the 
members of our community.  Donations can be dropped off Monday through Friday 
from 10:00AM to 1:00PM

We are in need of
canned peas, canned carrots/mixed vegetables, chili, 
spaghetti sauce, canned fruit, cereal, rice, coffee/tea

JUNE SESSION HIGHLIGHTS
• Voted to return to a single worship service at 10:00 am beginning on July 12;
• Heard a report from the Nominating Committee that they have been diligently 

working on preparing a slate of candidates for Session and Diaconate;
• Voted to ask 2-3 Elders to work with Rev. Mapes to create a CPC statement on 

racism and report at August meeting;
• Were encouraged to read before August meeting the book “Waking Up White” by 

Debby Irving.



FINANCE & STEWARDSHIP UPDATE

Your prompt attention to annual and Ignite commitments allows CPC to meet the 
challenges of ministry and pay down debt principle each month.

Thank you for your generosity.



STAY IN TOUCH
STAY IN TOUCH
CPC has many ways of staying in touch while we practice social distancing!  

FACEBOOK
Like Chester Presbyterian Church on Facebook and enjoy daily prayer 
and much more!

WEEKLY EMAIL BLAST
Stay up to date on all the great things happening at the church with our 
weekly email newsletter.

WEBSITE
Check out the church calendar, view sermons or make a donation.  
Everything you are looking for is on our website!

YOU TUBE CHANNEL
Weekly worship service is posted on the Chester Presbyterian Church 
YouTube Channel.  Grab a cup of coffee and enjoy service from home.

Keep in touch with all your friends at church.  Email the church office at 
office@chesterpres.org to have an account created.

CHURCH LIFE APP

Gordon B. Mapes, III
Pastor

gmapes@chesterpres.org

Linn Coghill
Membership Coordinator
lcoghill@chesterpres.org

Sandra Bottoms
Director of Christian Formation

sbottoms@chesterpres.org

Jon Durkovic
Music Director

jdurkovic@ chesterpres.org

Kathy Peebles
Financial Secretary

financial.sec@chesterpres.org

Don Davidson
Treasurer

treasurer@chesterpres.org

Kim Hopkins
Preschool Director

preschool@chesterpres.org

Staff Contact Information
(804) 748-4636     www.chesterpres.org     Office Hours:  M-TH.  9:00A.M. - 3:00P.M.
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