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There is much happening at CPC in the weeks and months to come, both exciting and challenging:

Personnel has launched a search committee to find a Christian Educator. The vision for this position is to join our
ministry team to lead and enable us, together, to enhance Christian education and discipleship formation for all ages.
Princeton Professor Richard Osmer, has long argued that the counter to the fading influence and membership of main-
line churches is to reclaim the teaching office of the church. He points to these key aspects: “the importance of
establishing an authoritative teaching ministry that is not authoritarian; the need to teach the basics of Christian faith in
order to provide a strong sense of Christian identity; and the role of the church in teaching the broader community.” This
approach undergirds the commitment to enhancing our educational ministry. Please keep the search committee in your
prayers as they go about their work;

The CPC trustees have just about concluded a recasting of the mortgage load. They will hold a meeting or the
corporation following the 11AM service February 9 in the sanctuary. The meeting will be to affirm the election of Susan
Nunnally to serve as a trustee, and to hear an update on the loan. Part of what they will share is tremendous news,
because of your generosity in the continuing Ignite! campaign, going forward we will reduce our annual debt obligation
by about $50,000. Thank you, for continuing to meet commitments to Ignite!:

In recent decades households have seen a marked increase in grandparents raising, or being very involved, in helping
to raise grandchildren. This cultural shift is a great blessing, but it can also come with unexpected challenges. I’m
excited to share the launch of a new ministry, “Second Time Around,” to gather grandparents for support, insight,
encouragement and fellowship. Find out more at a coffee fellowship February 13, 10AM in the first floor conference
room;

Lastly, it is with sadness and regret that I share our two most-gifted music directors have resigned effective in the
spring. At the end of May Jim and Cathy Gorin have an opportunity to move back to their home in Alabama. With one of
their children’s family’s recent re-location to the area, the God-given proximity of full-time grandparenting was
irresistible. At the end of April, Douglas-Jayd Burn will take up an opportunity to engage his passion for playing in a new
position with less administration. Douglas and Jim have been exquisite colleagues in ministry with extraordinary gifts
that I will miss deeply. I am most grateful for the journey we shared in ministry here at CPC. Please join me in praying
for God’s blessing on their next endeavors and thanksgiving for the months to come as we work together and with the
personnel committee to find whom God is sending as their successors.

With all this before us, I am reminded of Paul’s greetings to the Philippians, “I am confident
of this, that the one who began a good work among you will bring it to completion by
the day of Jesus Christ.” (1:60
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JANUARY SESSION HIGHLIGHTS

DEACON’S BENCH
February: The Month of Love
The big news of the Bible is not that you love God but that God loves you, not that you can 
know God but that God already knows you! His thoughts of you outnumber the sand on 
the shore. You never leave his mind, escape his sight, flee his thoughts. He sees the worst 
of you and loves you still. He loves you with an everlasting love.— from Come Thirsty by 
Max Lucado

Whoever lives in love lives in God, and God in them." Ephesians 4:2: “Be completely 
humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with one another in love." 1 Peter 4:8: “Above 
all, love each other deeply, because love covers over a multitude of sins." John 15:12: 
“My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you.“

Your Deacons pray that you will feel God’s love.

HOME COMMUNION
Is available for our shut-in church members.

RIDES TO CHURCH 
Can be arranged for members in need of this service. Contact your deacon.

• Bob & Diane Gerber welcomed into membership
• Steve Entwistle elected to serve on Nominating Committee
• CE Director search has begun
• 2020 Budget will be finalized in February

Chester Presbyterian Preschool is now Enrolling for the 2020/2021 School Year. We offer 
a wonderful, half-day program for students ages 2 ½ - 4 years old. Our goal is to properly 
prepare students for kindergarten in a fun, nurturing environment. 

PRESCHOOL NOW ENROLLING

For more information, contact Kim at 804-748-9465 
or visit our website at cpcpreschool.org.



Mobilzes young people to fight hunger and poverty in their local communities. Our
youth will be outside of AWE and the Sanctuary after both services Sunday,
February 2 with soup pots. This is our opportunity to help both our CPC Food
Pantry and support Grace Café through your monetary and/or canned goods

SOUPER BOWL OF CARING

The Christmas season came and went bringing an abundance of celebration, including food…and
more food. There’s so much I take for granted daily…3 regular meals (and snacks) are a given.
Yet, just reading a newspaper or listening to the news, I am struck by the abundance of NEED for
many…including food. I began to wonder how I might make any real difference. When I heard the
call to remember the 5 Cents a Meal offering in church, I realized how haphazard I have been in
supporting this ministry. The Presbytery of the James website reported that in 2018, congregations
collectively contributed $68,153. Just 5 cents per meal x3 meals per day over the course of a
month results in a total cost of $4.50. WOW! That’s less than one fast food meal! These
contributions help fund emergency food centers, school backpack programs, county food pantries,
and small grant recipients – like our own CPC Grace Café. The offering also funds projects in
Guatemala, Haiti, and Cameroon, as well as advocacy for food justice in the world via Bread for the
World. What a far- reaching impact a small monthly contribution can make when combined with
others! What if I consistently gave $4.50/month? What if we as a congregation all regularly
support this ministry with a goal of substantially increasing our contributions to this ministry in
2020? I believe this is a small but achievable way that we can expand our commitment to food
ministry in our community and the world.

Susan Mapes
Mission Committee Member

2 CENTS ON 5 CENTS A MEAL

donations. It would be awesome if the youth had a full shopping cart and donation pot on Sunday
February 2. Please consider bringing a donation. Souper Bowl of Caring Lunch: You are invited to
stay for lunch in the fellowship hall following the 11:00 worship service. Soup is on the menu!

Our Food Pantry has been working hard keeping up with the needs
of our community.

We are in need of
Rice, spaghetti sauce, chili

cereal, jelly, hamburger helper
and canned fruit

CPC FOOD PANTRY



Are you part of a Grandfamily? Are you primary 
or significant part of the support system for 
grandchildren? 

CPC is launching “Second Time Around” a 
support network for households raising or 
helping to raise grandchildren.

Join for an initial gathering for coffee, fellowship 
and conversation about the blessings and 
challenges of the “Second Time Around.”
February 13, 10:00AM in the first floor 
conference room. 

SECOND TIME AROUND





GRACE CAFETUESDAY’S
• Each Tuesday from 5:30 to 6:30 in the fellowship hall for a hot home cooked meal!

SOUPER BOWEL LUNCHEON2
• After worship stay for lunch in the fellowship hall following the 11:00 worship service. Soup is on 

the menu!

FANTABULOUS FROZEN FRIDAY7
• For children ages 4 through grade 5 from 6:00PM to 8:30PM. Dinner, games and crafts.

SATURDAY MEN’S BREAKFAST8
• Fellowship hall Saturday morning at 8:00AM.  All men invited.

LUNCH BUNCH9
• Bring a friend new or known and join us at Howlett’s Tavern at 12:30PM.  RSVP to Bob and Marnie 

Brown at forestend@verizon.net 

SECOND TIME AROUND13
• For grandparents that are significant support systems for their grandchildren.  Join us for an initial 

gathering at 10:00AM in the 1st floor conference room.

GIFT OF THE ARTS15
• Dmitri Shteinberg concert in the Sanctuary at 2:00PM.  All are welcome to attend.

XYZ’S LUNCHEON19
• Members and friends bring your lunch and join us at 11:45AM in the fellowship hall for “The Ark 

Experience”.  This is a great way to make new friends as well as nurture existing relationships!

THEOLOGY ON TAP19
• Food, fellowship and conversation at the intersection of life and faith.  6:30PM at Trapezium in 

Petersburg.

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN’S GROUP26
• All women are welcome to attend the 6:30PM.  Please notify Diana Martyn, inalynn5@comcast.net, 

or Kathy Peebles, kathyspantry@gmail.com, for further information or questions



YTD Actual YTD Budget Difference

447,168 425,198 21,970
14,030 19,479 (5,449)
89,366 118,941 (29,575)

550,564 563,618 16,521

299,250 305,768 6,518
35,127 38,000 2,873
10,054 16,187 6,133
91,759 89,977 (1,782)

114,374 113,686 (688)
0 0 0

550,563 563,618 13,055

0 0 0

Total Ignite Income from last month
Revenue from 

this month Expenses
Ending Ignite 

Income

Amount paid on 
Mortgage to 

date

Amount to pay 
on mortgage 
this month

241,545.75 48,476.00 0.00 290,021.75 241,545.75        48,476.00          

Mortgage Balance $661,127.33

**All numbers rounded to nearest dollar, which can cause slight “differences” in totals

   Offerings (Pledge and Loose)
   Other Revenue
   Special Gift
  Total Revenues

Chester Presbyterian Church, Inc.
Analysis of Revenues & Expenses - Summary

For December YTD

Headings and Account

(1) Revenues – Items in RED are where we are behind on income
(2) Expenses – Items in RED are where have spent more than expected
(3) Net Total – RED on this line means we are behind where we would like to be

PRELIMINARY

   Mortgage Loan & Insurance
   Long term Planning
  Total Expenses

Net Total(3)

Ignite Campaign

Expenses(2)
   Salary & Benefits
   Presbytery and Benevolence
   Worship/CE/Membership/Music/Stewardship
   Plant Operations & Church Admin

Revenues(1)

We are in the final stages of closing out the 2019 Financial year and as such the Finance 
Committee felt it was time to update you on our status at the end of the year. 

At the start of the year, we were projecting a shortfall of just under 119K. But due to your 
generosity which increased our revenue by $16,521 over what was projected and careful spending 
by the various committees which reduced our expenses by $13,055, you reduced the amount 
needed by $29,575. That amount is now available for future needs. It is the hope of the Finance 
Committee and the Leadership, that this trend continues so that we will be able to save more in the 
future so that the future leadership will be able to make use of the Rudy Gift for future needs, such 
as reducing our mortgage debt further at the beginning of 2022.

As far as Ignite is concerned, to date, we have brought in $290,021.75, which has been applied to 
the mortgage. This is 43% of the total that has pledged. This plus the work of the Trustees with 
the bank, is going to significantly reduce our monthly mortgage payment in 2020. 

As currently projected for 2020, because of your generosity and the work of the Trustees, the 
church is looking at a significantly smaller shortfall. Of course, more work needs to be done, such 
as finding new revenue streams that can help fund the work of the Church in the future.


