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No Longer Strangers… 
 
In 1818 the new priest in Oberndorf, Austria brought a poem he had written a couple of years earlier to the 

church choirmaster.  Father Joseph Mohr hoped to add a guitar piece to the Christmas Eve service.  Franz 

Gruber took his words and composed a guitar arrangement for the poem.  “Stille Nacht” was presented at 

the midnight mass on Christmas Eve later that week..  The carol was an immediate favorite. To date the  

original German text has been translated into over 140 languages.  Today, as at CPC, churches all over the 

world gather each Christmas Eve to light candles, sing “Silent Night,” and share in the ritual power of this 

classic carol. 

 

Just shy of the 100th anniversary of the carol it became the centerpiece of a storied respite in the midst of the 

devastation of World War I.  On Christmas Eve 1914, in sporadic, yet numerous places along the trenches of 

the Western Front, voices were heard on both sides lifting the tune in the air.  Compelled by thoughts of 

Christmas and the beauty of words and tune, soldiers from both sides ventured out of the trenches into the 

“no-man’s” land between them.  Throughout the night they exchanged gifts, stories, singing and greetings. 

As the Christmas dawn broke, soccer games and conversation took place in some sectors.  In others, soldiers 

used the time to work together claiming the bodies of the fallen.  

 

Today, two hundred years after the original presentation of this beloved carol, communities, churches, our 

world, are torn and divided over a host of issues.  Families fight, politicians argue and blame, hate spreads 

like wildfire on the internet, distrust of others is rampant and sometimes we can feel as if hope, peace, love 

and light are missing from our lives.  Perhaps, like that Silent Night of the Great War, we need a Silent Night 

now.  Perhaps this Christmas could be a time of ceasefire from our own experiences of conflict.  

 

In that spirit, throughout our Advent-Christmas pilgrimage this year, we’ll commemorate this special bicen-

tennial of “Silent Night.”  Our theme for the journey is “Calm & Bright: 200 years of Silent Night.”  Our 

choirs, small groups, worship space decorators and worship planning, have all been working on ways that we 

may open our hearts anew to the special message of “Silent Night.”  Look out for the You Tube video our 

choir participated in and special moments on our Facebook page that will help mark the journey. 

 

Now, as ever before, we need God’s guiding light, seen in the image of that wondrous star that lends its light 

to the world’s darkness.  By practicing the calm and seeking the light of the carol, we can listen and see the 

bright spirit of Christ’s peace and love that transcends all the human barriers we construct.  Join us each  

Sunday of Advent and Christmas Eve as God’s light shines through to light our way in peace, joy, love  

and hope. 

 

Shalom, 
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MUSICAL NOTES by Jim Dorn 

 
The children’s Christmas Pageant is Sunday, December 16 
at the 11:00A.M. service.  All children are welcome and  
invited to participate.  We’ll rehearse in the sanctuary on Sat-
urday morning, December 15 at 9:30, ending by noon with 
pizza.  Our newly-baptized Liam Kissner will portray the Jesu 
Bambino!   Thank you to Jana Wood for directing the pageant 
again this year, and Debbie Fountain and Susan Phillips for 
their assistance.  Chester Presbyterian Christmas Pageant  
Participants link: 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0A44AEA8283-christmas 
 
On Tuesday, December 18 at 7:00P.M., the Richmond Brass and Percussion Consort, 

with George Tuckwiller, conductor,  will pre-
sent their annual Christmas Concert.  Lisa Ed-
wards-Burrs, soprano, will return as guest solo-
ist.  All are invited to attend; there is no charge 
for admission, but a donation of a non-
perishable item for the Food Pantry is welcome. 

 
As noted in the October newsletter, this will be my final Christmas at CPC.  Though it is 
still too early to say good-by,  I am striving to make this year the best yet!  To this end, we 
are most fortunate to have engaged the services of Ms. Rose Michael as our guest harpist 
for the 10:00P.M. service  Christmas Eve.  She will accompany the choir on John Rutter’s 
Candle Light Carol;  play on the traditional carols that will be sung by all; and grace us with 
some pieces for solo harp! 
 
Rose Michael is a graduate of Oberlin Conservatory of Music, where she received a  
bachelor’s degree in Harp Performance under Yolanda Kondonassis.  Past teachers include 
Bridgett Stuckey and Aponi Brunson.  She is the recipient of the Oberlin Deans  
Conservatory Scholarship, the GW and HD Morgan Scholarship, the Lucy L. Lewis  
Scholarship, and the M. L. Torkanowsky Scholarship. 
 
She attended the World Harp Congress in Sydney Australia, where she performed with the 
American Youth Harp Ensemble. With the same ensemble, she has performed at other 
prestigious venues such as Lincoln Center, Alice  
Tully Hall, Windsor Castle, England, the British  
Embassy, the Belgian Embassy, U.S. Department of 
State, and the White House.  
 
An avid teacher, Rose is a secondary harp teacher at 
the Oberlin Conservatory of Music.  She is also a 
frequent guest faculty member at the Richmond 
Summer Harp Institutes, the Maryland Harp Insti-
tutes, and the International Harp Institutes.  In 2014, 
she was the primary harp instructor at Charles City 
County Middle School.  Recently, in 2018 she was a 
visiting guest faculty teacher at the Rocky Mountain 
Springs Harp program. 
 
Rose is a native of Richmond, Virginia, and began 
her studies of the harp at age eleven.  When she is 
not doing anything music related, she can be found 
baking desserts, kayaking, or painting.  

Staff  Contact 

Information 
 

804-748-4636 
 

Gordon B. Mapes, III 

Pastor 

gmapes@chesterpres.org 
 

Linn Coghill 

Membership Coordinator 

lcoghill@chesterpres.org 
 

James Dorn 

Director of Music 

jdorn@chesterpres.org 
 

Jim Gorin 

AWE Music Director 

jimgorin@gmail.com 
 

Jacqueline Poliquin 

Church Administrator 

office@chesterpres.org 
 

Kim Hopkins 

Preschool Director 

748-9465, preschool@chesterpres.org 
 

Kathy Peebles 

Financial Secretary 

financial.sec@chesterpres.org 
 

Don Davidson 

Treasurer 

treasurer@chesterpres.org 
 

www.chesterpres.org 

Office Hours:   9:00A.M. - 4:30P.M. 

Our Food Pantry     
 Needs Your Help!   

 

On average our church  

provides food for 3 to 5 

families per week.  We are 

currently in need of jelly, 

rice and coffee / tea.   
 

As always, $10 Kroger gift 

cards are needed and  

appreciated. 

Thank you for your 
generosity! 
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Up Close and Personal with Jim Dorn 
 

As number 6 out of the 12 Dorn children, Jim grew up in Mankato,  
Minnesota, just one block from the Catholic school they all attended.  A  
family of 12 was quite common in that part of the country during that time, 
and walking to school meant transportation was never an issue.  Jim started 
playing the organ in the 7th grade and as an 8th grader, became the regular  
organist at his home church.   At age 19, he started teaching music to the  
children at his neighborhood school.   
 
After receiving his Bachelors of Music from Mankato State and the first  
Masters of Liturgical Music from St. John’s University in Minneapolis, he  
continued his career as a church musician in Corpus Christi, Texas and back 
in Minneapolis.  In 2002, he came to Richmond and began a long tenure at 
St. Benedict Church.  Following his retirement, he served as short term  
interim at St. Paul’s Episcopal in downtown Richmond. 
 
His major responsibilities, in addition to organist, are; the Chancel Choir,  
Joyful Noise, and playing for Grace Café.  He is most excited about the  
arrival of AWE music director, Jim Gorin.  Jim and his wife, Terri, live in 
Henrico County.  Their older son, Max, and their daughter, Johanna, both 
live and work in Minneapolis.  Their younger son, Karl, lives in Richmond and works at the Faison Center for Autism.  

Welcomes you  

for Dinner  

Every Tuesday  

5:30 – 6:30P.M.  

For more information  
contact Cliff Noe,  

noetinman@verizon.net  
or 804-931-7894. 

Hanging of  the Greens 
 

Sunday, December 2, following 11:00AM worship, help decorate the church, inside and out, for Advent and Christmas! 
The Chrismon tree will be decorated, candles will be placed in windows, wreaths displayed, nativity scenes set out and more. 
If you are available to help, please join the Membership Development Committee on December 2.   
 

We’ll start with our First Sunday Fellowship lunch – pizza, chips and cookies in the fellowship hall and then start  
decorating.  All are welcome! 

mailto:noetinman@verizon.net
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Congratulations 
 

Pam Dameron is the winner of this  
year’s raffled quilt. 

 

Happy Quilters raised $475 which has been  
donated to our music program. 

 

 
 
 
Dear Church Family, 
 

I know I have neglected to thank you all for the wonderful things 
you have done for me and for that I am truly  
sorry.  But now is the time to make things right and tell you how 
much I appreciate EVERYTHING you have done for me during 
my illness.   
 

From the cards I have received to people pitching in to give me 
rides to my appointments, you all have been  
ABSOLUTELY wonderful.  I am getting stronger every day and 
hope to be able to make it to a service to show you what your 
faith in me has accomplished.  Again, I thank you and my sister 
thanks you for all you've done. 
 

Andrew Rudy 
coffeelvr2010@gmail.com 

 

November Outreach 
 

CPC provided: 
 

16 households with food for a week 

1 home with heating oil 

16 Curtis households with Thanksgiving dinner 

50 Thanksgiving dinners to CCHASM 

Crossed the 23,000 meal mark at Grace Café 

Grace Café Holidays 
 

Christmas Day and New Year’s Day 
fall on Tuesdays this year.  Grace 
Café will be open.   
 

In order to better prepare, we are 
doing a survey of our guests on 
Tuesday evenings to determine 
whether you will be attending and 
how many.   
 

We will also be looking for input as 
to the time to serve the meal on 
both days:  4:00-5:00P.M. or 5:30-
6:30P.M.   
 

Look for more info coming soon 
during Grace Café and a survey 
form on the tables.   

Home  
Communion is 

available  
to sick or housebound  

members.  
Please contact Nancy Gefvert, 

04-768-7627 or  
nancy.gefvert@gmail.com. 

Ride to Church 

 
The Ride to Church service needs drivers. 

Drivers would provide rides to those that 

can no longer drive to the Sunday morning 

church services. The Diaconate goal is to 

have a pool of drivers so a timely positive 

response can be made to those requesting a 

ride. Your help will be greatly appreciated.  

 

You can reach me by phone at 748-2433 or 

by email at vt2800@gmail.com with your 

name, address, phone number and whether 

you attend the early service or the 11 AM 

service. 

 

I look forward to hearing from you and 

here’s thanking you in advance. 

 

 -David Hatch 

mailto:coffeelvr2010@gmail.com
mailto:vt2800@gmail.com
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CPC Session In Review 
 

   November 14 stated meeting: 
 
 Approved $1,000 donation to Union Seminary’s 

Rhyne Polity & Education Scholarship honoring  
Carson Rhyne's retirement. 

 

 Vandalism:  repairs have been made and security  
systems are being researched. 

 

 Finance will use phase budgeting in 2019. 
 

 Ignite and Stewardship updates: 
      Ignite - 93 pledges totaling $665,164.00 
      Stewardship - 95 pledges totaling $339,218.00 
 

 December 30 single worship service at 10:00 a.m. 

CHESTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

3424 W Hundred Rd, Chester, VA  23831 
 

God’s call to Chester Presbyterian Church  
is to:  Deliver God’s Word.  Grow  in  Faith.  Serve All People. 

Theology on Tap  

December 19, 7:00P.M. 

 
 

Food, fellowship and conversation at the  
intersection of life and faith. 

BYFCB +1 
Bring Your Favorite Craft Brew + one to share 

Wednesday, December 19  7:00PM 

Tom and Linn Coghill’s home 

Munchies provided  

“Hope” and mission kit making 

Attention Confirmands:   
 
The Presbytery of the James Confirmation Retreat will 
be held at Camp Hanover February 8-10, 2019.  
 
Additional details will be forthcoming.  Be on 
the look out. 

Men of  the Church    

  Men’s Breakfast  
 

December 1,  8:00A.M.    
 

Come out for a fun time, breakfast, fellowship, and 
Bible study.   

 

For more details, contact Cliff Noe,  
noetinman@verizon.net  

Remember the  
Prayer Calendar 

 

The Membership Develop-
ment committee  
encourages you to note the 
names by each 
date on the 
church calen-
dar.   Take a 
moment each 
day to pray for  
that  person or 
family.  This 
helps us be-
come more aware of one   
another and our need to  
support each other in prayer. 
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Kroger Community Rewards   

You shop, CPC earns!  Things to 

know:  your purchases begin earning 

rewards for CPC 7-10 days after regis-

tering your Kroger Plus Card.  You 

will see the phrase, “At your request, Kroger 

is donating to Chester Presbyterian” at the 

bottom of your Kroger receipts once you 

have successfully enrolled.  The Rewards pro-

gram in no way interferes with Kroger fuel 

points and how those points are earned.  No 

information about your Kroger Plus card 

purchases will be made available to CPC.   

The Kroger Account number to specify is:   
HK362.  If you are already registered using our old 
number, 83275, you can continue to use it . . . Ei-
ther number will work. 
  

CCHASM Thanksgiving 
 

Thank You, Thank You ,Thank You – This year’s CCHASM Thanksgiving in-gathering was a huge success 

thanks to the generosity of all at Chester PC.  Headed up by our 2019 Confirmation Class, the ingredients for 50 

Thanksgiving baskets as well as 50 $15 gift cards were assembled Sunday, November 11, by our youth (14), plus two 

pre-youth siblings, and 11 adults.  After pizza and cookies for lunch, the baskets were completed and loaded into the 

van to be delivered Monday at the Chesterfield Fair Grounds to the CCHASM reps.  An extra special thank you to 

Jana Farrell who coordinated the cards with ingredients to be taken and by Corri Miller-Hobbs for  coordinating the 

meal.   

Confirmands’ Field Trip 
 
This year’s Confirmation class along with several Covenant Partners and 

teachers took a field trip to Historic Pole Green Presbyterian 

church.  The Confirmands got a great tour and learned much about our 

early church involvement in Colonial Virginia.  Following lunch, we 

went to Chesterfield Food Bank where they were given a tour of the fa-

cility by Ralph Floyd.  The Confirmation Class will return in March to 

help distribute food on a Friday evening. 

 

Remember  
to make your  

amazon.com purchases through  

AmazonSmile.   
 

When you select  
Chester Presbyterian Church as your desired char-

itable  
recipient, Amazon will  

donate  
1/2 of 1% of purchases  

to the church! 
 

Our unique charity link:  
 

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/47-3201660  


