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No Longer Strangers…

Recently I saw a U.S. Bureau of Standard notation that a dense fog covering 
seven city blocks to a depth of a hundred feet condensed into water wouldn’t 
quite fill a drinking glass.

That’s a striking bit of trivia when we consider all that is swirling in the world 
this year. For like fog, our worries can thoroughly block our vision of the light 
of God’s promises.  2020 has seemed one long year of fret and worry on 
countless fronts. Providing all of us with a foggy vision of what is ahead. 

To be sure, this is a time filled with uncertainty, constant change, the need for 
flexibility and adaptability when those are alien strategies for us.  The journey 
of these days has raised stress, anxiety, and fear. All is as a dense fog. Yet, 
whether seen or unseen is the constant in our faith, God’s steadfast 
presence with us on this journey. 

As Paul writes: “Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and 
supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And 
the peace of God, which passes all understanding, will guard your hearts 
and your minds in Christ Jesus.” (Philippians 4:6-7)

Paul knows we will fret and worry, so he gives us the way through the fog. As 
dense as it may seem, God, and the ease of anxiety God provides, can 
evaporate the fog around us.

Shalom,
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AROUND CPC
Called Congregational Meeting
The session has called a congregational meeting 

Sunday, August 16, 2020 
at the conclusion of the worship service 

for the purpose of acting on a report from the Nominating committee.

The Nominating committee presents the following slate for election:
For Ruling Elder, Class of 2023- Erin Woodby, Wendy Wellener, Cliff Noe, Todd Woerner; For 

Deacon, class of 2023 – Diana Martyn, Jackie Rose, Sharon Entwistle, Kim Hopkins; For 
Trustee Class of 2023 – Bob Brown. 

Nominations may be made from the floor; the nominee must have already agreed to serve.

“VIRTUAL STORYTIME WITH REV. SANDRA”
Wednesday Night, August 12th

During this season of staying connected while at a distance, we 
would like to offer a simple, no-fuss virtual opportunity for children 
and their families to grow in faith together.

Join us on Chester Presbyterian Church’s Facebook page on 
Wednesday nights, beginning on August 12th for “Virtual Storytime 
with Rev. Sandra.” No preparation needed…simply boot up your 
computer (or your tablet or phone) that evening. Sandra will select 
a favorite storybook to share, along with a related Bible verse, a 
prayer, and a suggestion for a follow-up activity for you and your 
family to do together.

Mark your calendars now for this first “Virtual Storytime with Rev. 
Sandra”….we will continue to offer this opportunity through the 
first Wednesday night in September (and beyond if there is 
interest). Look for additional details in the weekly e-mail, and on 
the Chester Presbyterian Facebook page.

P.S. – Word has it that Rev Sandra’s golden retriever, “Amazing 
Grace” (aka “Gracie”), will be joining her. If you are not a child, but 
are young at heart, you are welcome to join us too….Who doesn’t 
love a good storybook?!



AROUND CPC

Here we are mid-summer and things are HOT!!! Choir rehearsals are on a 
summer schedule now but looking forward to resuming our regular times after 
Labor Day. Being hot, plans for the next season are being made that will help 
us focus in worship, in the church and in the community in a new and vital way.

Look for exciting and varied music in worship over the next month. We are 
constantly looking for ways to ‘Make a Joyful Noise” and “Come before His 
presence with singing” (or ringing…). 

If you’ve been away from a choir for a while and would like to come back and 
give it a try, you will find a welcome atmosphere. Handbells, children’s choir, 
youth choir, chancel choir, AWE Singers, so many opportunities and options! It 
is no mistake that the largest book in the Bible is Psalms and that it is the 
center of the book. Music is central to our lives and reaches us in every 
experience. It is also no mistake that we are happier when we hum, sing, and 
make a joyful noise. 

PAX!

Jon



AROUND CPC

Every Tuesday from
5:00PM to 5:30PM

Fellowship Hall Parking Lot

Fresh, hot and home cooked delivered
directly to your car!

Kroger Share Program!

Thanks to all who have named CPC 
as your Kroger Charity. 

Kroger has sent CPC 

$397.63
A welcome support for our ministries

CPC Lunch Bunch
You are cordially invited to be our guests at the newly renovated Clubroom of 
the American Legion Post #146 in Hopewell on Aug 9th at 11:30 AM.
The Special of the Day will be 2 Blueberry Pancakes with Bacon or Sausage 
for $6.50. They also have a full range of breakfast items on the menu.

The address is 217 East City Point Road, Hopewell. You can park in front of 
the building or in the empty parking area next to the Quick Lunch across the 
street. If you would like a ride, please let us know and we'll arrange it!! As 
always, please let us know if you will be joining us so we can give the Post a 
close number. forestend@verizon.net or 804-432-5607.

All the best!!
Bob & Marnie Brown

mailto:forestend@verizon.net


3 THINGS YOU NEED TO KNOW

Chester Presbyterian Preschool is now Enrolling for the 2020/2021 School Year. We 
offer a wonderful, half-day program for students ages 2 ½ - 4 years old. Our goal is to 
properly prepare students for kindergarten in a fun, nurturing environment. 

PRESCHOOL NOW ENROLLING

For more information, contact Kim at 804-748-9465 
or visit our website at cpcpreschool.org.

CPC FOOD PANTRY
The food pantry is continuing to provide food bags to those in 
need in our community and through CCHASM.  

Our pantry shelves are in need of your help so that we may 
continue to provide to the members of our community.  
Donations can be dropped off Monday through Friday from 
10:00AM to 1:00PM

We are in need of
Coffee/tea, canned peas, cereal, ramen noodles, 

boxed potatoes/stuffing

PARENTS OF COLLEGE STUDENTS!
Please send us your student’s college address and email as soon as you know it. 
We would like to stay in touch with them. Presbyterian Women may surprise your young 
adult during the year with something in your mailbox!

Send to Linn Coghill at Lcoghill@chesterpres.org

mailto:Lcoghill@chesterpres.org


FINANCE & STEWARDSHIP UPDATE

Your prompt attention to annual and Ignite commitments allows CPC to meet the 
challenges of ministry and pay down debt principle each month.

Thank you for your generosity.



STAY IN TOUCH
STAY IN TOUCH
CPC has many ways of staying in touch while we practice social distancing!  

FACEBOOK
Like Chester Presbyterian Church on Facebook and enjoy daily prayer 
and much more!

WEEKLY EMAIL BLAST
Stay up to date on all the great things happening at the church with our 
weekly email newsletter.

WEBSITE
Check out the church calendar, view sermons or make a donation.  
Everything you are looking for is on our website!

YOU TUBE CHANNEL
Weekly worship service is posted on the Chester Presbyterian Church 
YouTube Channel.  Grab a cup of coffee and enjoy service from home.

Keep in touch with all your friends at church.  Email the church office at 
office@chesterpres.org to have an account created.

CHURCH LIFE APP

Gordon B. Mapes, III
Pastor

gmapes@chesterpres.org

Linn Coghill
Membership Coordinator
lcoghill@chesterpres.org

Sandra Bottoms
Director of Christian Formation

sbottoms@chesterpres.org

Kim Hopkins
Preschool Director

preschool@chesterpres.org

Kathy Peebles
Financial Secretary

financial.sec@chesterpres.org

Don Davidson
Treasurer

treasurer@chesterpres.org

Jon Durkovic
Music Director

jdurkovic@ chesterpres.org

Karen Harp
Church Administrator

office@ chesterpres.org

Staff Contact Information
(804) 748-4636     www.chesterpres.org     Office Hours:   9:00A.M. - 4:30P.M.
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