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No Longer Strangers…
No doubt you have heard the church’s favorite defense, “We’ve always done it this way!” Of 
course the last six-months have upended that idea. A radio commercial the other day spoke, in 
a way to what many of us feel. In a whisper voice a woman asks, “Would you like some 
popcorn?” A man whispers his reply, “No. Thank you.” The woman whispers again, “How about 
a coke?” “No, I’m fine,” he whispers. As the listener realizes it is the kind of conversation one 
hears in a movie, the narrator’s voice says, “Longing for sounds of 2019.” The commercial 
identifies that hope for when “normal’ returns. The challenge, many are beginning to sense 
that a lot of “normal” may never return. 

Recently I read a blog post on the future of the church. The author began by suggesting what 
we have been doing these past six-months is adapting rather than innovating. To adapt means 
to make (something) suitable for a new purpose or modify. Adaption is essentially taking what 
you have and tailoring it to a new environment. To innovate means to make changes in 
something established, oftentimes by introducing new methods, ideas, or products. 

The point of the blogger was that most communities, like CPC have adapted well to the current 
challenges of this year. The bigger issue will be how we innovate to create long-term health for 
God’s faith community on this corner. 

Our long history of faith is filled with moments of innovation, from the destruction of the temple 
to Jesus’ approach to showing the love of God, the way Gregorian chant expanded music in 
worship, to the impact of the printing press on Bible study, or the Reformation on our 
understanding of God’s grace. 

Still, the thoughts of “new” normal, “innovation,” “change” can bring grief, daunting hearts and 
uncertain minds. Yet it can also bring hope and excitement for new ways of sharing the gospel 
with a world in need. Already we are exploring ways to create worship, music, learning and 
mission experiences in ways that touch hearts and grow discipleship. Over the coming 
months, we will continue to adapt, but with our good staff, leadership and faith community, we 
will explore innovative steps to prepare for CPC’s future.  

In prison and uncertain about his own future, Paul penned a letter to a favorite community, the 
first church he had established on European soil.  “I am confident of this, that the one who 
began a good work among you will bring it to completion by the day of Christ.” Philippians 1:6

Shalom,
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“Storytime with Rev Sandra” will continue for the first two Wednesdays in 
September (9/2 & 9/9). After that we will take a break while students and parents 
adjust to the rhythm of the new school year, and then we will return later this fall 
with all new stories to share.

The capacity for love to overcome all obstacles is easier to believe when we are 
talking about two people who want to be together. But it can be especially 
challenging when thinking of ourselves and someone we don’t want to be with, 
especially someone who has hurt or betrayed us. 
Yet our ability to overcome conflict within ourselves and find peace is an 
incredible opportunity to reflect the unconditional love of Jesus Christ.
This four-week series starting Sunday, August 30 will offer practical guidance to 
equip ourselves to practice the kind of enemy love Jesus preached.



AROUND CPC

Beacon of Hope Dog Rescue wants to thank CPC for
letting us participate in the Second Annual Cruise-In on July
18th. We are very thankful that CPC supports our rescue in so
many ways. Even though it was another hot day and we had
to make sure to adhere to the pandemic guidelines, the
fundraiser was even more successful than last year. We hope
things will work out so we can partner with CPC next year.

"Thank You" and "Woof" from the pups!

If you could do one date and/or both, let us know.
We are currently doing To Go meals, so time is needed helping with prep on 

Monday and finishing meal and boxing on Tuesday.
We wear masks while in the kitchen. 

We have helpers that hand out the meal curbside.
You will have no interaction with our guests if you are concerned about COVID-19.

Please contact either of us by 9/15/2020
Cliff Noe (noetinman@verizon.net 804-931-7894

David Hendler (dahendler@yahoo.com 732-991-7072

Heritage Group Grace Café cook team (led by David 
Hendler) has several vacancies due to the 

COVID-19 Pandemic.

We are looking for 2-3 volunteers to assist David’s team 
on September 22 and in early November.

COLLEGE STUDENT ADDRESSES NEEDED! Parents, please
send your college student’s address and contact info to the church this
month. Presbyterian Women and Christian Formation reach out to our
college students during the year to remind them that their church home is
supporting them as they are studying and away from home.
Submit info to the church office at office@chesterpres.org.Thank you!

mailto:noetinman@verizon.net
mailto:dahendler@yahoo.com
mailto:office@chesterpres.org


AROUND CPC

It’s been a quick 3 months since moving here to Virginia and Chester
Presbyterian. I have met so many wonderful people and felt loved and
accepted by you all. In this time of caution and social distancing, we’ve found
creative ways to safely continue to minister to each other in ways that keep us
safe and healthy.

I’m looking forward to where we resume rehearsals and begin to share our
talents in more ways. Thanks to Warren Trevvett for his work to make our bell
room safe for rehearsal. As you can see in the photo, he has built separations
between our tables for safe ringing. Handbell choir rehearsals will begin
Tuesday, September 8th at 6:30 PM in the bell room Chancel Choir and AWE
rehearsals resume Thursday, September 10th at their regular times.

Continue looking for exciting and varied music in worship as we constantly
explore new avenues to ‘Make a Joyful Noise” and “Come before His presence
with singing”. (and ringing!)

If you’ve been away from a choir for a while and would like to come back and
give it a try, you will find a welcome atmosphere. Handbells, children’s choir,
chancel choir, AWE Singers, so many opportunities and options! Music is
central to our lives and reaches us in every experience from movies, ads,
concerts, evening personally humming the tune stuck in your head. Studies
show the music we choose to listen to impacts our lives at an atomic level,
changing us to the level of the music we choose most often. Listening to music
that lifts our spirits helps keep us at an elevated level. This is part of the
ministry of music in the church.

See you in church!

PAX!

Jon



AROUND CPC

Every Tuesday from
5:00PM to 5:30PM

Fellowship Hall Parking Lot

Fresh, hot and home cooked 
delivereddirectly to your car!

Go to
www.Kroger.com/CommunityRewards

to choose CPC as your charity.

http://www.kroger.com/CommunityRewards


v Deacon’s Bench v

weeping may endure for a night, but joy cometh in the morning.”  
Psalm 30:5

As you know, we have been in the depths of the Covid-19 pandemic for many 
months now. Once things return to normal, we may never take “normal” for 

granted again. In the words of Laura Fanucci, writer and theologian.

When This is Over

“When this is over, may we never
again take for granted

A handshake with a stranger
Full shelves at the store

Conversations with neighbors
A crowded theater
Friday night out

The taste of Communion
A routine checkup

The school rush each morning
Coffee with a friend
The stadium roaring

Each deep breath
A boring Tuesday

Life itself.
When this ends

may we find
that we have become
more like the people

we wanted to be
we were called to be

we hoped to be
and may we stay
that way – better

for each other because of the worst.”

Please know that you have been in the thoughts and prayers of your deacon. If 
you are not sure who your deacons is, please contact Susan Hastings, Moderator 

of the Diaconate at Whastings@verizon.net



4 THINGS YOU NEED TO KNOW

Chester Presbyterian Preschool is now Enrolling for the 2020-2021 School Year. We 
currently have openings in our 3 year old classes.

PRESCHOOL NOW ENROLLING

For more information, contact Kim at 804-748-
9465 or visit our website at cpcpreschool.org.

CPC FOOD PANTRY
The food pantry is continuing to provide food bags to those in need 
in our community and through CCHASM.  

Our pantry shelves are in need of your help so that we may continue 
to provide to the members of our community.  Donations can be 
dropped off Monday through Friday from 10:00AM to 1:00PM

We are in need of
Coffee/tea, canned peas, cereal, ramen noodles, 

boxed potatoes/stuffing

AUGUST SESSION HIGHLIGHTS
• Welcomed slate of nominated new officers;
• Approved a Restricted Fund Policy;
• Extended single worship at 10:00AM through end of the year;
• Approved an Eagle Scout project and a Scout recruitment event.

BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS
Sunday, October 4
3:00PM
Watch for details in the coming weeks!



FONDAMA
Tire Gardens in Haiti

The POJ sponsors a missionary in Haiti, Cindy Correll. Cindy came back
to the USA in March due to instability and the pandemic. Haiti is not only
dealing with COVID, but also a government shutdown since last
September. Even at its best, we would classify their government as non-
working and 99% of the population is desperately poor.

However, there is a beacon of light! In a city called Port-au-Paix (peace)
there is a Tire Garden. Haiti, like all of the Caribbean has two seasons:
the wet season and the dry season and gardening can be a monumental
challenge. Enter the Tire Garden which uses tires packed with dirt to
plant their fruits and vegetables. If you would like to contribute to this life-
sustaining work, you can go to this link:

Give to Haiti Fund | H000014 | Presbyterian Mission Agency

Please pray for the people of Haiti, our missionary Cindy Correll and
those who are working with FONDAMA, whose mission is sustainable
agriculture that will lead to bringing them out of poverty.

Deborah Regal



FINANCE & STEWARDSHIP UPDATE

Your prompt attention to annual and Ignite commitments allows CPC to meet the 
challenges of ministry and pay down debt principle each month.

Thank you for your generosity.



STAY IN TOUCH
STAY IN TOUCH
CPC has many ways of staying in touch while we practice social distancing!  

FACEBOOK
Like Chester Presbyterian Church on Facebook and enjoy daily prayer 
and much more!

WEEKLY EMAIL BLAST
Stay up to date on all the great things happening at the church with our 
weekly email newsletter.

WEBSITE
Check out the church calendar, view sermons or make a donation.  
Everything you are looking for is on our website!

YOU TUBE CHANNEL
Weekly worship service is posted on the Chester Presbyterian Church 
YouTube Channel.  Grab a cup of coffee and enjoy service from home.

Keep in touch with all your friends at church.  Email the church office at 
office@chesterpres.org to have an account created.

CHURCH LIFE APP

Gordon B. Mapes, III
Pastor

gmapes@chesterpres.org

Linn Coghill
Membership Coordinator
lcoghill@chesterpres.org

Sandra Bottoms
Director of Christian Formation

sbottoms@chesterpres.org

Kim Hopkins
Preschool Director

preschool@chesterpres.org

Kathy Peebles
Financial Secretary

financial.sec@chesterpres.org

Don Davidson
Treasurer

treasurer@chesterpres.org

Jon Durkovic
Music Director

jdurkovic@ chesterpres.org

Karen Harp
Church Administrator

office@ chesterpres.org

Staff Contact Information
(804) 748-4636     www.chesterpres.org     Office Hours:   9:00A.M. - 4:30P.M.
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