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No Longer Strangers…

My fortieth high school reunion is this month. Lots of photos and memories have been showing up 
on social media and it has been fun to reminisce. In high school a lot of friends’ families belonged 
to the yacht club. It was quite the swanky place to hang out. There they learned to sail, play 
volleyball, and drive cool boats. Once a month they held a youth dance that was on everyone’s 
social calendar…but you had to be a member or enter with a member. For non-members like me, 
every month was a scramble to find the right connection to get in. I longed for those perks and the 
status that came with yacht club membership, but there was no way my mom could afford it.   

With October’s start to the fall stewardship effort, I have been giving a lot of thought to what it 
means to be a member. In his book, “I Am A Church Member,” Thom S. Rainer notes the difference 
between yacht club membership and church membership. What I was chasing at the yacht club 
was about “receiving instead of giving, being served instead of serving, rights instead of 
responsibilities, and entitlements instead of sacrifices.”

Rainer notes that the Bible explains “member” differently than our secular culture. He points to 
Paul in I Corinthians 12:27-28 “Now you are the body of Christ, and individual members of it. And 
God has placed these in the church.” Which means church members comprise the whole and are 
essential parts of it. That’s where Paul’s metaphor about individual parts of the body comes from. 
Some are the eyes; others are ears, some are feet; others are hands: “For as the body is one and 
has many parts, and all the parts of that body, though many are one body- so also is Christ.”

This month, as we “Build To Generosity,” we’ll have an opportunity to reflect on what church 
membership means through our fall sermon series, “Four Prayers That Don’t Work;” stories shared 
in worship mailings from the stewardship committee and the all-church stewardship breakfast 
October 20.
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The offering of music is a sacrificial one: it takes time, 
diligent dedication and practice, patience, and it is 
always for someone especially when prepared by an 
ensemble like a choir. Breathing together, rehearsing 
together, singing together, laughing together, and 
sharing in fellowship together is what making music is 
all about; what an incredible way to share in the glory 
of God and to enrich our own relationships! 

In the spirit of peace and music,

Dr. Douglas-Jayd Burn

Director of Music

The downbeat for the start of our season has long passed, and the musical happenings at Chester 
Presbyterian are numerous! We were joined by Chelsea Cockburn on the flute for “Sing to the Lord” 
by Pergolesi on September 8, we explored the lyricism of Felix Mendelssohn in his setting of “I Will 
Sing of Thy Mercies” on September 15, we delighted in the majesty of Handel’s “Keep me 
Faithfully” on September 22, and we took a couple pages from the Brits (specifically William Harris) 
and learned to “Tarry No Longer; Toward Thine Heritage.” I am so honored to share in the journey 
of presenting this music to you with our Chancel Choir; if you would like to be a part of that offering, 
please join us on Thursdays at 7:30 PM in the Choir Room upstairs and on Sunday mornings at 10 
AM before we sing at the 11 o’clock service.

Coming up this month are works by Lallouette, Curtright, Roberts, and more Handel. We’ll certainly 
have a handle on how to sing Handel’s music by the end of the year! 

If you or a family member are not quite ready to fit into our robes or if your voice is still developing, 
you might think about joining Joyful Noise, our children’s choir that will begin meeting on Sunday 
mornings at 9:45 AM in the choir room; we will explore a rich variety of songs all the while 
accompanying ourselves with percussion instruments and learning about the role music plays in 
worship. Our first meeting is on October 6th at 9:45 AM in the choir room on the second floor. 

September marked the start of our “Gift of the Arts” Performing Arts series with a concert featuring 
piano four-hands performed by Daniel Stipe and yours truly. Many thanks to Randi Bowen and Linn 
Coghill for their incredible work on the logo for the series and the layout of the concert’s programs; 
it is a privilege to be on a staff filled with individuals of such talent and vitality! I would also like to 
thank the many volunteers that helped move the chancel around and made performing here such a 
treat; we look forward to our next performance on October 22 at 6:45PM: “The Three Sopranos”!



SEPTEMBER SESSION HIGHLIGHTS
• Shared worship and a fellowship meal
• Welcomed Ann Wilkins into membership
• Elected Bob Lynn, Clerk
• Removed several inactive members from the roll
• Celebrated packing 15,000 meals for the Bahamas

INQUIRER’S CLASS
Interested in Finding out more about CPC?
Those interested in CPC membership are invited to attend an Inquirers’ Class Sunday, 
October 27 at 9:45AM in the 1st floor conference room.  Find out: Who are we? What Do 
We Believe? What Do We do? How Do We Do It? Our programs, activities and service 
opportunities. For more information, please contact Linn Coghill at 748-4636, ext. 307 or 
lcoghill@chesterpres.org.

BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS
Sunday, October 6 at 3:00PM.  Through the ages God has called us to care for his 
creation and for the living creatures in it. In this light, all people who love animals, along 
with all pets and their human friends, are invited to Chester Presbyterian’s annual Blessing 
of the Animals,…This service, which focuses on God’s gifts of animals and our 
responsibilities as stewards of God’s creation, will be held by the Rudy Center.

Bring your pets large and small – dogs, cats, horses, donkeys and chickens! All are 
welcome though we request that all pets be leashed or in a carrier. Refreshments will be 
available for all, along with special pet giveaways.

One of our past fun activities has been to carve or paint pumpkins for our shut-ins and 
assisted living church members. We will once again gather together to do this on Sunday 
October 27 at 5:00PM in the Fellowship Hall. Once the pumpkins have been completed, 
we will divide them up among you to take to these members. For additional information, 
please contact Jana Wood dtwood2@verizon.net. Parents, Jana could use a couple of 
additional parents to assist her on the 27th. Please let her know if you can help.

YOUTH PUMPKIN PARTY



The New Testament for Beginners 
taught by Rusty Hopkins and Gordon 
Mapes.  This class will start October 6 in 
and meet through November in the the
Pastors’ Gallery.

ADULT SUNDAY
SCHOOL CLASSES
S T A R T I N G  I N
O C T O B E R …

Book Study of “Enough” taught by Tim McDaniels.  This class will 
start October 6 and will meet through November 10 in the 2nd Floor 
Conference Room.

Consider the ravens: They do not sow or reap, they have no storeroom or barn; yet God feeds
them. And how much more valuable you are than birds. Luke 12:24 NIV

“Common Ravens can thrive in just about any kind of natural habitat, both those remote and wild,
and even those located in close proximity to human dwellings. They have been found living on
sparsely covered beaches, agricultural fields, islands, and tundra, as well as within more thick
vegetation in deciduous and coniferous forests. At the present time, the population of these birds
are estimated to be at 20 million worldwide, and thus are not considered as being an endangered
or vulnerable species. Their ability to survive and live well among humans, as well as their foraging
skills, are impressive, and help rank them among the most resilient birds known to
man”.(worldatlas)

In this season of autumn, may you daily feel his presence and his care for you!

Please remember that HOME COMMUNION is available for our shut-in church members.
RIDES TO CHURCH can be arranged for members in need of this service. 

Contact your deacon.

DEACON’S BENCH

“I’m embarrassed to admit that my 1st EVER Bible 
study class was the Old Testament class taught this

summer as a part of Bible School.....and it was excellent! Everyone 
in the class studied, collaborated, shared & learned. Based on our 
enthusiasm from this summer’s class, I expect that most of us will 
take the upcoming New Testament class - and I encourage all of 
you to join us.”



Your prompt attention to annual and Ignite commitments allows CPC to meet the 
challenges of ministry and pay down debt principle each month.

Thank you for your generosity.

“As Gordon noted on the front page, we have entered the season of stewardship when we 
are asked to commit financially to God’s work from this corner in 2020.  Over the next 
several weeks there will be opportunities to hear ministry stories, scriptural guidance for 
our generosity, proposed budget information and updates on the Ignite campaign. 

As you reflect and prayer about how God’s presence in your life guides your financial 
commitments, begin with Paul’s words:  “You will be enriched in every way so that you can 
be generous on every occasion, and through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving 
to God.” II Corinthians 9:11 



Our Food Pantry has been working hard
keeping up with the needs of our community.
Our shelves are bare! We need
everything. Cereal, soup, beans (black
beans, kidney beans, pork and beans),
canned veggies, canned peas, canned corn,
chili, spaghetti sauce, spaghetti noodles,
peanut butter, canned fruit, hamburger helper,
canned chicken and canned tuna. We also
need paper grocery bags.

And as always, 
$10 Kroger gift cards are appreciated.

CCHASM THANKSGIVING MEAL EVENT
We are once again participating in this great
program to provide a complete Thanksgiving
meal for families in need. We have committed
to providing 50 complete Gift Packages
consisting of 10 dry components plus a $15
Gift Card (Kroger, Walmart, Food Lion, Target,
Publix). Starting Sunday, 10/13, there will be a
board with 3x5 cards available for either dry
ingredients or a $15 gift card. Please consider
taking one or more cards and donating to this
vital program. All ingredients and gift cards
need to be returned by Sunday morning,
11/10. The Youth will consolidate all
ingredients and gift cards after church to be
turned into CCHASM on 11/18.

For further info, contact Florria Barlow at 
florriabarlow604@gmail.com or 
Corri Miller-Hobbs cmillerhobbs@comcast.net

Prayer Shawls provide a tangible way to wrap
those among us who are suffering serious
illness or grief in the caring love of Chester
Presbyterian Church. They are handmade in a
variety of colors by knitting, crocheting and
weaving. If you would like to donate a
completed shawl, take a copy of the directions
in the cabinet located across from the 2nd floor
elevator. You may use any type of yarn and
stitch, not just what is listed in the directions.
Also, feel free to use any of the donated yarn
in the cabinet. Contact Pam Dameron at
804.748.7257 or cpdameron@Comcast.net for
more information.

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY CHURCH WORK DAY

CPC FOOD PANTRY

The Property Committee will be holding a work
day on Saturday, October 12 from 9:00AM to
1:00PM. Volunteers are needed to assist in
various maintenance and repair projects. If
you would like to help, please sign up on the
volunteer sheet located in the narthex.

SATURDAY
OCTOBER 12

9:00AM

Lend A Helping Hand



This fall, we have an opportunity to join in with the helping hands 
of DfG by assisting one of several DfG’s Teams in VA.  Come 
meet at church on Saturday, October 19th for a day of sewing. 
Join in the fellowship and the team effort where we will make the 
pads, liners, and kit bags according to the DfG guidelines. Bring 
your sewing machines, stay all day or several hours. If you aren’t 
a sewer, come and help with ironing and organizing the kits. We 
will be reaching out to the women from Bethesda Baptist to invite 
them to assist with this project as well.

Provided: Irons and ironing boards, cutting mats and cutting tools

Please bring: For this project we will need bright colorful cotton and/or 
cotton blend fabrics and dark colored flannel fabrics. 

Be looking for more information with sample of the bag on the Presbyterian Women's bulletin board!

Call Kathy Peebles 804.310.5720 or
Ann Dunbar 804.731.8272 should you 

have any questions.

The Presbyterian Women would like to invite 
all ladies to attend our monthly activities. Our 
next meeting will be Wednesday, October 16 
at 6:30pm at the home of Debbie Armstrong. 
Please join us for fellowship, Bible study and 

refreshments. 

In poverty-stricken areas of the world, women and girls go without 
feminine hygiene products. They remain in isolation, missing school 
or other activities during their monthly menstrual cycles because 
they have no way of protecting their clothing.  In an effort to provide 
dignity, health and opportunity, Days for Girls was founded in 2008 
enlisting the help of seamstresses and quilters worldwide sewing 
reusable fabric liners and other items all provided in a Days for Girls 
(DfG) kit.

All are welcome! If you need a ride please contact 
Diana Martyn 804.338.5017 or      
Kathy Peebles 804.310.5720.



The Memorial Garden was recently renovated by 
removing overgrown shrubs. They were replaced 
with “Little Missy” boxwood that ultimately reach 3 
feet in height and width. The new plantings also 

open up the view to the other sections of the 
Garden.

Happy Quilters is raffling off their 
beautifully made Christmas quilt 

located in the narthex for viewing.

For more information on securing a site 
in the Memorial Garden contact the 

church office.

Thank you to the Thomas Dale 
Football Team for cleaning the 

fellowship hall tables and chairs!

The winner will be drawn on Sunday, 
November 3.  All proceeds will go to the 

Property Committee.

Any questions please contact:
Kathy Peebles at 804.310.5720
Pam Danford at 804.229.4043



LUNCH BUNCH

OCT. 13 @ 12:45PM 

F r a n k e n  S t u b e G e r m a n  R e s t a u r a n t
328 Rives Road
Petersburg, VA 23805

R S V P  t o  
M a r n i e  &  B o b  B r o w n  
f o r e s t e n d @ v e r i z o n . n e t

XYZ’S 
LUNCHEON

Oct. 16 @ 
11:45AM

J o i n  u s  i n  t h e  F e l l o w s h i p  
H a l l  f o r  f o o d  a n d  f u n !

DINNER 
AT 
GRACE CAFÉ

5 : 3 0  – 6 : 3 0 P M

THEOLOGY ON TAP

Oct. 16 @ 6:30PM
B l i n d  D o g  B r e w i n g  @  M o l l y ’ s  B i k e  S h o p
4 5 1 5  W .  H u n d r e d  R o a d
C h e s t e r ,  V A  2 3 8 3 1

F o o d ,  f e l l o w s h i p  a n d  c o n v e r s a t i o n  a t  t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n  o f  l i f e  a n d  f a i t h

grace

Dear Friends,

Thank you for your loving care and 
support in the loss of our dear son, 
Tim Wilson.

Blessings always. Bud, Golda Wilson and family

Every
Tuesday

SATURDAY MEN’S 
BREAKFAST

OCT. 5 @ 
8:00AM

J o i n  u s  i n  t h e  F e l l o w s h i p  
H a l l  S a t u r d a y  M o r n i n g !

TUESDAY
OCT. 22  @  6:45PM

3 SOPRANOS IN CONCERT

A n  e v e n i n g  o f  b e l o v e d  s o n g s ,  
i n  t h e  S a n c t u a r y



Chester Presbyterian Church & Preschool

Tuesday, October 29

FMLYFUN

6:00 – 7:15 PM 
Located in the Church Parking Lot


