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No Longer Strangers… 
 

Catholic Priest and theologian Henri Nouwen tells the story of a speaking engagement in Canada. As he  
concluded the morning remarks in front of the large crowd, he learned that the booksellers in the lobby had sold all 
copies of his latest book.  During the lunch break, Nouwen set out for the nearest bookstore to purchase more  
copies for them to have on hand.  En route to his car, he was approached by a casually dressed young man who  
requested money to get home to France.  Characteristically, Nouwen said, “Jump in and come with me.  Tell me 
about yourself.” 
 

As they drove along, the young man explained his unsuccessful attempt to find a position in Canada and his  
inability to get back home because of a lack of funds.  He had a return ticket to Paris for that evening.   
However, he was short the funds to get from Paris to his hometown in the south.  When Nouwen had  
completed his book purchase and returned with the fellow to the conference, he gave the man two hundred  
dollars.  He asked him to send word upon his safe return.  
 

Later that day, following his lectures and just before leaving, the lobby booksellers handed Nouwen an envelope in 
gratitude for his kindness to them.  Opening the card, Henri Nouwen found a thank-you note and a check for two 
hundred dollars.  Later he wrote: “The mystery of ministry is that we have been chosen to make our own limited and 
very conditional love the gateway for the unlimited and unconditional love of God.  Therefore true ministry must be 
mutual.”  As Nouwen had reached out to one in need, so another reached out to Henri Nouwen.   
 

In these coming weeks, as we consider our fiscal stewardship, we begin with the thought that generosity begets gen-
erosity. And this is especially so when our generosity is rooted in the rich soil of relatedness. As individuals we are 
limited, yet we remain vessels for God’s work on this corner and in our lives. Together, in mutuality, however, that 
ministry grows through the unlimited generosity of God’s grace and the unlimited possibilities of God’s kingdom.   
 

Shalom, 

After-School Tutoring starts its 26th Year! 
 

  We need you . . . You can make a difference!  On Tuesday, October 2,  
  After-School Tutoring begins.  This year, due to the change in school start 
  times, our program has a new start time.  We will start tutoring at 4:15 P.M.,  
  and parents will pick up their children at 5:30. 
 
  We will tutor on Tuesdays and Thursdays in the Rudy Center. 
 

We need tutors.  It is important to keep a one-on-one tutoring relationship with the children.  We will tutor second- 
and third-graders, helping them with reading, math, and homework. 
 
Please consider tutoring!   To ask questions or to volunteer, please contact Todd Woerner, 908-310-1191; or 
tpwoerner@comcast.net. 
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MUSICAL NOTES by Jim Dorn 

 
It is with great joy (and relief) that I welcome Jim Gorin to our staff, as the new Worship 
Leader for the AWE Service.  You can read more about him in a separate article in this 
newsletter! 
 

New members are still welcome and needed in all of our choirs!  Joyful Noise  
welcomes all children each Sunday at 9:30A.M. in the Trevvett Music Room 213.  They will 
sing in worship on Sunday, October 21.  The AWE Singers rehearse on Thursday evenings 
at 6:30P.M.  The Chancel Choir rehearses Thursdays at 7:30P.M. 
 
I will be travelling to “Minnesnowta” for a family reunion; and on Sunday, October 14, 
please welcome guest organist, Mr. Daniel Stipe, 11:00 Service.  Daniel is a world class con-
cert organist, and serves on the music faculty at VCU. 
 
Save the dates for two upcoming concerts: 
                Tuesday, November 13 at 7:00P.M. with 
                                       Brass students from VCU 
                Tuesday, December 18 at 7:00P.M. with 
                                      the Richmond Brass and  
                                      Percussion Consort  
                                      Christmas Concert 

 
Lastly, at the first rehearsal with the Chancel Choir in September, I informed our faithful 
singers that this coming year would be best!  Even though I have been blessed with good 
health throughout my life, I am now experiencing some of the minor maladies of old age: 
most notably a "familial tremor" which sometimes inhibits my finger dexterity on the key-
boards.  Therefore, in the late spring, I plan to retire.  A Search Committee, chaired by 
Wendy Wellner, has been formed; with this sufficient time for deliberation and the hiring 
process, CPC will have a smooth transition to a new Director of Music.  (My farewells will 
be saved for a future date, but I wish to sincerely thank everyone for their understanding 
and continued support.) 

Welcomes you  

for Dinner  

Every Tuesday  

5:30 – 6:30P.M.  

Men of  the Church 
    

  Men’s Breakfast  
 

October 6 
 8:00A.M.    

 

Come out for a fun time,  
breakfast, fellowship, and  

Bible study.   
 

For more details,  
contact Cliff Noe,  

noetinman@verizon.net  

Staff  Contact 

Information 
 

804-748-4636 
 

Gordon B. Mapes, III 

Pastor 

gmapes@chesterpres.org 
 

Linn Coghill 

Membership Coordinator 

lcoghill@chesterpres.org 
 

James Dorn 

Director of Music 

jdorn@chesterpres.org 
 

Jim Gorin 

AWE Music Director 

jimgorin@gmail.com 
 

Jacqueline Poliquin 

Church Administrator 

office@chesterpres.org 
 

Kim Hopkins 

Preschool Director 

748-9465, preschool@chesterpres.org 
 

Sandra Walker 

Financial Secretary 

financial.sec@chesterpres.org 
 

Don Davidson 

Treasurer 

treasurer@chesterpres.org 
 

www.chesterpres.org 

Office Hours:   9:00A.M. - 4:30P.M. 

Our Food Pantry  
Needs Your Help!   

 

On average our church provides 

food for 3-to-5 families per week.  We are currently 

in need of coffee, tea and jelly.  As always, $10 Krog-

er gift cards are needed and appreciated. 

Thank you for your generosity! 

Memorial Garden Need 
 

Our Memorial Garden Committee is looking for a 
few new members.  Members normally have oversite 
for the Garden one or two months per year.  Over-
site requires light weeding and occasionally removing 
floral arrangements that have begun to fade.  Also, 
occasionally working with other members to do light 
pruning.  Members may be called on to assist with 
burial site preparation.  Our Memorial Garden pro-
vides a final resting place for family members who 
choose cremation. If  interested or for more infor-
mation contact Richard Nunnally at 748-8021 or 
nunnally11706@gmail.com. 

We will be serving Grace Café  
Dinners for Christmas Day and New 

Year’s Day.  Coming soon will be a sur-
vey about time and numbers attending.  
More details coming soon.  For more  

information  
contact Cliff Noe,  

noetinman@verizon.net  
or 804-931-7894. 

mailto:noetinman@verizon.net
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Lunch Bunch 
 

We gather at Howlett’s on Oct 14, 12:30P.M.  
 

As always, please let us know if you will be joining us,  
so we can give the restaurant an approximate number  
for the reservation.  Bring a friend!! Ask someone new! 
Come have some fun!  See you then!     
  
                -Bob and Marnie Brown, forestend@verizon.net 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

The Preschool says, “Thank You!” 
to our amazing carpool volunteers.  Warren 
Trevvett, Frank Hartsoe, Nancy Muller and 
Todd Woerner made our first two days of 
preschool drop-off run very smoothly . . . 
even with a broken-down vehicle thrown into 
the mix!  We are so grateful for their help. 
 

  Kim Hopkins 

New Adult Offering 
 

How do you understand grief when your heart is broken by the death of a loved one? To survive and live forward, 
those who grieve must find answers. Beyond the Broken Heart is a support group for those who are grieving 
the death of a loved one and are in need of a community to share the loneliness of grief. 
Through the lens of scriptural wisdom the group will explore the issues of grief and offer 
spiritual encouragement for a life of renewed hope and joy.  The group will also offer some 
specific coping strategies to guide the way back to fullness of life.  If you are grieving the 
death of a loved one, please join us on the journey through grief.  To register, please contact 
church office. 
 

     Tuesdays, October 16-December 4, 6:30-8:00P.M., Second Floor conference room.                                           
 

More information:  Gordon Mapes                                 

Happy Quilters Raffle 
 

Happy Quilters has provided this beautiful quilt for the  
church to raffle off.  This year the proceeds will go to the  
Music program.   
 
Raffle tickets are $10 each or 3 tickets for $25.   
Please see Kathy Peebles, Pam Danford or Sally Noe to purchase tickets. 
 
Drawing to be held Sunday, November 18.   

Needed:  Cook Team Planner/Coordinator  
A great team needs someone to plan meals and coordinate the team.  If you would 
like to join this vital ministry and have a flair for planning meals (125 people) and 
coordinating a cooking team, please contact Cliff Noe (noetinman@verizon.net or 
(804) 931-7894).  
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Welcome New AWE Music Director 
 

We welcome to CPC’s staff our new AWE music director, Jim Gorin.  Jim has served as a 
music minister and worship leader in churches in Texas, Tennessee, Alabama and most  
recently as the music leader of First Presbyterian’s Open Door worship.  He received his 
musical education at Belmont University in Nashville as a Vocal Performance major.  
 

 Jim believes his calling as a bi-vocational worship leader has given him unique opportuni-
ties to serve God’s people, and we are pleased he has joined us here at Chester Presbyterian 
as the worship leader for our AWE service. 
 

Jim works at Fort Lee as a Training Developer for the Army.  His wife Cathy works for the 
Virginia Department of Rail & Public Transportation.  They are blessed with two children 
and four wonderful grandchildren.  

Chester Presbyterian Preschool is excited to begin our  

“Little Caesars” pizza kit fundraiser. The kits are a great value with each kit  
containing 3 or more pizzas. In addition to pizza, the brochure offers breadsticks 
and cookie dough too—just in time for the holidays! 
  

Order forms are located in front of Kim Hopkins’ office, room #108. All  
orders are due—with payment—to preschool by Friday, October 19, 2018.  
Please make checks payable to “Chester Presbyterian Preschool” and put  
“Pizza” in the memo line.  
  

Orders will be available for pickup on November 5, 2018 between 10 :00 am—12:00 Noon.  We will use a drive-thru pick 
up line just like our regular carpool line for picking up pizza kits.  Your order will be delivered to your car at the curb.   
We do not have the freezer space to store any pizza kits that are not picked up on November 5, so please plan  
accordingly.   Thank you so much for your support! 

PW Luncheon 
 

All women of the church are invited to a PW Potluck Luncheon Sunday,  

October 28,  at the conclusion of the 11:00 service.  The meat and bread will be 

provided and you are asked to bring a side dish or dessert to share.  Contributions 

will go to Presbyterian Women 2018 Thank Offering to support grants to creative 

ministries that serve people in need in the US and internationally.  This has been a 

project of the PW since 1888.  We hope you can join us.   

Debt Reduction 
 
Over the past several months, much work has been done by a multitude of people to explore the possibility of a debt  
elimination capital campaign at Chester Presbyterian to pay off our mortgage.   Last month we held 5 focus groups for the 
congregation and we had a great turnout at all of the sessions.   A survey was provided at these meetings and there was an 
excellent response on surveys returned.   The feasibility study is complete and we thank everyone who participated. 
 

Based on your positive feedback on the surveys the session has voted to move forward with the debt elimination campaign 
and enlist the guidance of our consultant Sean Mitchell with Generosity Development. The chairs of the debt elimination 
campaign are Rusty Hopkins and Don Davidson. 
 

Many new tasks are in the works now, therefore we ask you to please mark your calendars for October 21 as we are  
planning some special events to officially launch a combined annual and debt elimination campaign.  On this date we will  
be sharing all the details with you, the congregation.  
 

We’re very excited our church is taking this huge step towards eliminating our debt as we believe being debt free will open 
doors to many opportunities for our congregation. 
 

Many more details to follow as we approach October 21, but we invite you to be in attendance on that day to see and hear 
what we have in store! 
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Theology on Tap  

October 24, 7:00P.M. 

The Taphouse at Rivers Bend, 
13131 Rivers Bend Blvd, Chester 

 

Food, fellowship and conversation at the  
intersection of life and faith. 

 

Kroger Community Rewards   
 

You shop, CPC earns!  Things to know:  

your purchases begin earning rewards for 

CPC 7-10 days after registering your  

Kroger Plus Card.  You will see the phrase, 

“At your request, Kroger is donating to Chester  

Presbyterian” at the bottom of your Kroger receipts 

once you have successfully enrolled.  The Rewards pro-

gram in no way interferes with Kroger fuel points and 

how those points are earned.  No information about any 

individual’s Kroger Plus card purchases will be made 

available to CPC.   
 

The new Kroger Account number to specify is:   
HK362.  If you are already registered using our old number, 
83275, you can continue to use it . . . Either number will work. 
  

What do the AWE service and 11:00 service share? 
 

An hour in between (9:45-10:45) that is ideal for growing in fellowship and faith.   Journey with others to study God’s word and 
discover ways to lead a more faith-full life.  There are classes for all ages, including (2) adult options – World Religions through  
December, meeting in the Rudy Center; and Grace & Gratitude meeting in the 2nd floor conference room until the end of  
October.  Following Jesus Today:  Challenges & Opportunities led by Gray Taylor will be offered in the 2nd floor conference room  
November through December.  With this study class members will consider what following Jesus means—in our personal lives 
and for the church.  
 

Don’t want to attend a class?  Can you spare one more hour a week to help strengthen your own and others’ Journey of Faith?   
How about volunteering to nurture a child by being an assistant in the Pre-K or K-5 class?   Be available to help someone glue a 
project, delight in responses to lessons, and really get to know the children by name.  There is a sign-up sheet in the downstairs 
hallway.  Try it one time or as often as you like. 

CCHASM Thanksgiving Meal Gift Package 2018   
 

This program provides complete Thanksgiving meals for families in need.  We have committed 

to provide 50 complete gift packages, each consisting of 10 dry components plus a $15 Gift 

Card (Kroger, Walmart, Food Lion, Publix).  Starting Sunday, October 14, there will be a board 

with 3x5 cards available for either dry ingredients or a $15 gift card.  Please take one or more 

cards and donate to this vital program.  All ingredients and gift cards are to be returned by  

Sunday morning, November 11.  The Youth will consolidate all ingredients and gift cards to be 

turned into CCHASM on November 12.  For further info, please contact Cliff Noe 

(noetinman@verizon.net) or Jana Farrell (jana.farrell@yahoo.com).  

A Deacon Message 
 

As deacons of Chester Presbyterian Church, in Christian love, we are called to support you in prayer, to help those in need, 
to comfort the sick and any who are in distress.  We are your connection to care and help, all in the mission and ministry of 
Jesus Christ. 
 

Deacons will gladly provide home communion to members requesting it.   
Please contact Nancy Gefvert (804-768-7627). 

 

Teach me to do your will, for you are my God; may your good Spirit lead me on level ground.  Psalm 143.10 
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CHESTER PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH 

3424 W Hundred Rd 

Chester, VA  23831 
 

God’s call to Chester Presbyterian Church  
is to:  Deliver God’s Word.  Grow  in  Faith.  

Serve All People. 

CPC Session In Review 
 

   At the September 16 meeting of the Session approved: 
 
 Using endowment reserve funds to pay off line of credit. 

 Revised Diaconate policy/manual. 

 Baptism of Liam Kissner November 4. 

 Merging Strengthening and Fellowship and Membership 
Committees into single committee:  Membership  
Development. 

 2018-2019 Session organization: Becky Lang, Clerk; Don 
Davidson, Treasurer, Financial Secretary, TBA. 

 

Blessing of  the Animals 
Sunday, October 14 3:00P.M. 

  
Through the ages God has called us to care for his creation 
and for the living creatures in it. In this light, all pets and their 
human friends, are invited to Chester Presbyterian’s annual 
Blessing of the Animals.  This service, which focuses on God’s 
gifts of animals, and our responsibilities as stewards of God’s 
creation will be held on Sunday, October 14 at 3:00P.M. by the 
Rudy Center. 
 
 Bring your pets large and small – dogs, cats,  
horses, donkeys and chickens!  All are welcome, though we 
request that all pets be leashed or in a carrier.  Refreshments 
will be available for all. 

Interested in Finding Out  
More About CPC? 

 

Those interested in CPC membership are invited to attend an  
Inquirers’ Class Sunday, October 28 at 9:45A.M. in the 1st floor  
conference room. 
 

Find out:  Who are we? What do we believe? What do we do? How do 
we do it? Our programs, activities and service opportunities.  
 

For more information, please contact Linn Coghill at 748-4636, ext. 307 or 
lcoghill@chesterpres.org. 

Flu Shots 
  

It’s that time of year again!  IVNA will provide 
our 2018 Flu Immunization Clinic at CPC on 
Sunday, October 28, 8:30-11:00A.M.   
 

Mark your calendar! 


