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No Longer Strangers… 
 

This month welcomes the 500th anniversary of the Reformation. 
After years of study, reflection and consternation over the  
practices of the church, German monk, Martin Luther, sought a 
public discussion on issues he considered corrupting the church. 
Luther created a list of 95 arguments opposing abusive practices 
by the clergy and church. He mailed the list to a bishop on  
October 31, 1517. Tradition says he also followed his university’s 
custom of posting the arguments on the doors of local churches. 
In the weeks and months that followed, rather than engage in 
discussion and debate, the church leadership rebuffed dialogue, 
strengthened their practices and eventually moved to try Luther 
for heresy. The Reformation was born. 
 

As the church doubled down in its opposition to Luther’s reform 
suggestions, he dove further into his studies and writings. Soon he 
came to his two greatest insights. They have come down to us as 
sola fide and sola scriptura, “faith alone” and “Scripture alone.” Later 
theologians would systematize these as doctrines. Alec Ryrie notes 
in his recent study “Protestants: The Faith That Made the Mod-
ern World,” that “Luther’s theology was not a doctrine; it was a 
love affair. Consuming love for God has been part of the  
Christian experience since the beginning, but Luther’s passion had 
a reckless extravagance that set it apart and has echoed down 
Protestantism’s history.”  
 

The simplicity of those twin principles Luther “discovered”  
continue to dazzle people of faith. There is nothing, and no one 
else, other than God incarnate in Jesus Christ worth attending to.  
“(B)eing a Christian means throwing yourself abjectly,  
unreservedly, on Christ’s mercy. Living a Christian life means 
living Christ’s life – that is abandoning all security and worldly 
ambitions to follow him.”  
 

This Reformation moved through many communities, notably for 
our Presbyterian stream, John Calvin’s Geneva and John Knox’s 
Edinburgh. Each would add nuances and elements to Luther’s 
original arguments. To this day, however, those twin principles 
remain hallmarks of our belief in our response to God’s grace in 
Jesus Christ.  
 

We’ll delve into this history and its meaning for Christians in the 
21st century as we gather on Tuesday nights this month from 7:00
-8:30 for worship and discussion on Dr. Louis Weeks’ book “A 
Sustainable Presbyterian Future.” Join us as we envision what’s 
next in our Reformed tradition as we “glorify God and enjoy God 
forever!” 
             Shalom, 
 

 

What’s Your Name?   
 

Nothing is more powerful than the sound of your 
name!  Help the congregation get to know you by 
wearing your name tag to all services and 
events.  Bring your name tag to church and store it 
on the new Name Tag Board located at the en-
trance of each church service.   
 

The board is covered in fish nets on which you can 
clip your name tags.  Just clip your name tag to the 
net when you leave and it will be waiting for you 
when you return!  For those who do not have per-
manent name tags, we have name tags that you can 
decorate with your name and a  
‘fish’ decal.   
 

Just as Jesus encouraged us to become ‘fishers of 
men’, help us capture our members and guests with 
the sound of their name. 

Name Badges:  If you are interested in ordering a 
permanent name badge, please contact Linn Coghill  
(748-4636 or lcoghill@chesterpres.org). The cost is $12.00 
per name badge. You may leave your name badge on 
the Name Tag board each week 
when you leave so that it will 
be at church for you each week. 
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Musical Notes from Jim Dorn 
 

The Chancel Choir is diligently rehearsing for a double-header celebration of the 500th Anniversary of the Reformation! 
On Pre-Reformation Sunday, October 22, we will join forces with the choir from Grace Lutheran in singing a Motet by Felix 
Mendelssohn.  That Sunday, our choir will arise early and sing for the 8:15am Service at Grace Lutheran on Harrowgate 
Road, and then their choir will join us here for the 11:00am Service.  Even though Mendelsohn was of Jewish heritage, he 
converted to Christianity, and was baptized in the Lutheran Church.  He served as Music Director/Organist at the Lutheran 
Cathedral in Berlin, and was commissioned to write his famous Reformation Symphony for the 300th Anniversary in 1817. 
On Reformation Sunday, October 29, at our 11:00am service, the Chancel Choir will be joined by a Trombone Quartet in the 
Antiphonal setting of the great Lutheran Chorale:  Nun danket alle Gott by Johann Pachelbel.    

 
Our Joyful Noise Children’s Choir will sing for the Blessing of the Animals on October 1; and again at both Sun-
day Services on  Sunday, November 12.  They rehearse in the Trevvett Music Room on Sundays, following the 
8:45am AWE Service (at approximately 9:30am).   New members are always welcome and needed. 
 

Looking ahead please mark your calendars for a Tuesday, November 14 , 7:00pm  Concert in the Sanctuary with a Trombone 
Choir, and a Jazz Ensemble comprised of talented students, faculty and alumni from VCU with special guest soloists. 
 
Our annual Children’s Christmas Pageant will be on Sunday, December 17 at 11:00am Worship 
followed by a festive reception in the Fellowship Hall with a sale of Christmas Nativity Sets from 
around the world. 
 
On Tuesday, December 19 at 7:30pm, the Richmond Brass and Percussion Consort will present 
their annual Christmas Concert in the Sanctuary. 
 
Last, and with regret for our great loss, our valued choir member and tenor extraordinaire, Dr. Ken Wood, has accepted a 
position as Artist in Residence at Ginter Park Presbyterian.  He will be greatly missed, but we wish him continued success 
and all the best in his future endeavors. 

Thank You, 

Thank You, 

Thank You  

to the following people for leading 

our summer intergenerational  

Sunday school class: Jude Osborne, 

Brad and Kathy Peebles, Joan 

Thompson and Jana Farrell, Leslie 

Matthews, Nancy Muller, Susan 

Mapes, Heidi Campbell, Cliff Noe, 

and Jackie Wade. This wonderful, 

unique learning experience of 

Learning God’s Stories would not 

have been possible without you. 

CCHASM Thanksgiving Meal Gifts 2017 
 

We are once again participating in this great program to provide a complete 
Thanksgiving meal for families in need.  
We have committed to providing 50 com-
plete Gift Packages consisting of 10 dry 
components plus a $15 Gift Card (Kroger, 
Walmart, Food Lion).   
 

Starting Sunday, 10/15, there will be a 
board with 3x5 cards available for either 
dry  ingredients or a $15 gift card.  Please 
consider taking one or more cards and do-
nating to this vital program.   
 
All ingredients and gift cards need to be returned by Sunday morning, 11/12.  
The Youth will consolidate all ingredients and gift cards to be turned into 
CCHASM on 11/14.  For further info, contact Cliff Noe 
(noetinman@verizon.net) or Autumn Fesperman (autsears@yahoo.com). 

Wedding 
News! 
Best Wishes and  
Congratulations  
to  
Bill and Diana Martyn on their 
wedding,  September 26, 2017. 

 

Thank you to all my CPC friends and members who have remembered 
me with your prayers, cards and phone calls.  Also, a special thank you to 
Marnie Brown who came to the hospital prior to my surgery to pray with 
me and my family, and to Barbara Geisler who came to the hospital to spend  
time with John while I was in surgery.  I am now done with 4 chemo treatments 
out of 6.  You are a special group of people who support others when needed.   
Thank you for that.      -Marlene Grentzer 
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New Adult Ed Offerings 
 

September 17-October 22: 
  

Faith and Science  
  

For Reformed Christians, science is both promising and provoca-
tive. It raises tough questions about how God creates, what it 
means to be human, and where technology will take us next.  
This study invites participants to rejoice in the wonder of creation seen through 
science and to grapple honestly with new challenges it presents to our faith.  Dan 
Robbins, instructor. 
  

Temptation in the Desert  
  

The story of Jesus' temptations in the wilderness after his  
baptism offers important instructions for us as we consider our 
Christian life. This study discusses ways the temptations that  Jesus faced are still 
real for us today.   Gray Taylor, instructor. 

Reformation 500!  This fall marks the 500th anniversary of the Reformation. To commemorate that transforming event, CPC 

will host a 4-part evening series “A Sustainable Presbyterian Future,” featuring The Rev. Dr. Louis Weeks.  
 

Louis Weeks, President Emeritus of Union Presbyterian Seminary, lives in Williamsburg VA with his wife Carolyn. He has taught 
and written extensively on the history and nature of Presbyterian and Reformed Churches.  Weeks served as Professor of Historical 
Theology and Dean of Louisville Presbyterian Theological Seminary, where he collaborated with John Mulder and Joe Coalter to 
direct the most extensive study yet of Presbyterians in the U.S.A.. They published “The Presbyterian Presence” series of seven books, 
editing six comprising essays and writing one summarizing the findings (1990-1992). Vital Signs: The Promise of Mainstream 
Protestantism enlarged the topic subsequently, by invitation from Eerdmans Press. 
 

Others of his books include To Be a Presbyterian (1983,2010) The Presbyterian Source: Bible Words That Shape a Faith 
(1984) and A Sustainable Presbyterian Future: What’s Working and Why(2012).  Weeks’ latest book is the one that will be 
studied in CPC’s Reformation 500 series. Each evening will include worship, reflection and conversation centered on his book of 
the same title.  The series runs Tuesdays, October 3, 10, 17 and 24; 7:00P.M. in the sanctuary.  Dr. Weeks has made advance  
copies of his book available at the author’s price, $8.50.  Purchase yours in the church office. 

Flu Shots 
 

It’s that 
time of  year 
again!   
 
IVNA will provide the 2017 
Flu Immunization Clinic at 
Chester Presbyterian on  
October 15, 9-11:00A.M.   
 
Mark your calendar! 

Ushers and Greeters Needed 
 

If  you have ever considered being a part of  
this welcoming ministry, please contact David 
and Susan Hendler (732-690-2304, 
dahendler@yahoo.com or 
sjhendler@yahoo.com) for information as 
additional ushers and greeters are  
needed. It’s an easy way to volunteer and a 
great way to meet new friends! 
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Our Food Pantry needs your help!   

On average our church  provides food for  3-5 families per 
week.  Following are September’s “foods of the week.”  As al-
ways, $10 Kroger cards are needed and appreciated.  Thank you! 

10/1 Boxed Potatoes / Stuffing 

10/8 Canned Chicken / Tuna 

10/15  Coffee / Tea 

10/22  Peanut Butter / Jelly 

10/29  Canned Fruit 

 

   Men of  the Church 
     

The September Men’s breakfast is   

Saturday, October 7, 8:00A.M.   

Please come out for a fun time, 

breakfast, fellowship, and  Bible 

study.  For more details, contact  

Cliff Noe, noetinman@verizon.net  

White Board Grace! 
 

Look for “White Board Grace” located in the 

narthex. The idea is simple, each 

week staff will post a word or 

phrase on the board and every-

one is invited to leave a comment 

on that week’s word. Together we 

will create a weekly devotional. 

So brush up your board writing 

skills! 

Stewardship Highlight for October: 
 

This month we highlight 5 committees and their mission at Chester Presbyterian:  
Hands-on outreach is the critical piece of CPC's Mission Committee.  The committee works to actively engage each member to participate in 
God's call to service "Love thy Neighbor as Thyself".  The focus of CPC mission is at-risk children, housing and hunger.  The committee sus-
tains current mission programs while listening for God's call for additional opportunities to serve.  The committee also oversees the distribution 
of budgeted benevolences.  The Mission Committee is chaired by Reinhart Reiss.  The 2017 budget is $7,900.  
 
The Christian Education committee is responsible for all Sunday school classes from preschool through adults.  They select the curriculum for 
all educational opportunities including Vacation Bible School.  CE  coordinates the youth group program and has oversight of the CPC Pre-
school.  CE also has scholarships to camp and retreats for children.  The 2017 budget for CE is $7,300.  The chair of CE is Lucinda Woods.  
 
The Finance Committee is responsible for monitoring expenditures of all CPC committees.  They keep the congregation informed in all phases 
of the budgeting process each year.  Finance oversees the mortgage and line of credit.  The Endowment sub-committee monitors all endowment 
funds.  The  2017 budget for the Finance Committee is $12,000.  The committee chair is Don Davidson. 
 
The Membership committee is charged with welcoming visitors and members and keeping them informed about the programs and services of 
the church.  Membership recruits, assimilates and supports new members.  They advertise all church events and programs. All communications 
within CPC and the community fall under Membership, including the web site and Facebook page.  The chair of Membership is Mike 
Rose.  The 2017 budget is $3,900.   
 
The mission of the Diaconate is to pray for our congregation, community and country.  They develop spiritual growth programs for the congre-
gation.  Deacons support CPC members in times of grief, illness, happiness and stress.  Deacons can be Stephen Ministers, administer home 
communion and visit the stick.  The Diaconate funds annual CPR training and maintains the AED's.  The moderator of the Diaconate is Marnie 
Brown.  The 2017 budget is $1,300. 

Grace Café 
welcomes you  

for dinner every Tuesday  

5:30 – 6:30P.M.  

(please note new hours) 

Lunch Bunch:   We will start up our new year on October 8, 12:45P.M. at the Crazy 

Greek at Woodlake Restaurant, 14640 Hancock Village St., Chesterfield. You can see it 

from Hull Street Road, and we can carpool for anyone who wants a ride.  They feature 

both Greek and Italian food, and have familiar brunch items on their Sunday menu.  

Bring a friend – invite someone new, and come enjoy catching up on everyone's summer 

activities!  As always, please let us know if you will be joining us so I can give the restau-

rant a reasonably accurate reservation number.  Look forward to seeing everyone!!   
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CHESTER  

PRESBYTERIAN 

CHURCH 

 

3424 W Hundred Rd 

Chester, VA  23831 

 

God’s call to Chester Presbyterian 
Church is to: 

Deliver God’s Word.  Grow in 
Faith.  Serve All People. 

CPC Session in Review 
 

September Session Highlights 
 

In September the Session met with the following outcomes: 
  

 Shared worship and a meal. 
 

 Approved: Christmas Eve worship Schedule: 10AM, 5PM & 10PM; 
2017-18 Organization, Becky Lang, Clerk; Don Davidson, Treasurer;  
Sandra Walker Finance Secretary.  Endowment recommendation to invest 
undesignated reserves ($20,160) and CD’s ($38,395) in Presbyterian  
Foundation Funds.   
 

 Finance Committee addressing ways to close deficit budget for 2017. 
  

 Property Committee is researching freezer replacement. October 7 chapel 
will be power washed and doors refinished. 

  

 Fall stewardship campaign begins October 2 
  

 Confirmation class has 7 attendees. 
  

 Name tag display is in narthex.  Members are encouraged to wear name tag 
and return tag to display weekly. 

  

 October 21 POJ Commissioners: Pete Lehman, Susan Mapes. 

 

Remember  
to make your  

amazon.com purchases through  

AmazonSmile.   
 

When you select  
Chester Presbyterian Church as your desired 

charitable  
recipient, Amazon will  

donate  
1/2 of 1% of purchases  

to the church! 
 

Our unique charity link:  
 

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/47-3201660  

Chester Presbyterian Preschool is excited to intro-

duce a new fundraiser with “Little Caesars” pizza kits!  Our goal is 

to earn enough money to purchase some new playground equip-

ment.  The kits are delicious and a great value, with each kit con-

taining 3 or more pizzas.  

The brochure also offers breadsticks and cookie dough – just in 

time for the holidays! If you would like to order, please find the 

order form in front of Kim Hopkins’ office, Room #108.  Orders 

will be taken October 2 – 20, and the kits will be delivered to CPC 

on November 7, 2017.  
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GET TO KNOW YOUR DEACON   

  
 

You can now find the name of  your Deacon by using Access ACS/ACS ChurchLife on your phone or 

through Access ACS on chesterpres.org.  Look at People, then your name, then Groups. You will see your Dea-

con’s name at the right.   Jacqueline will be happy to assist you. 
 

Photos of  Deacons are on the left as you walk into the Narthex at church, and all Deacons will be wearing 

BLUE nametags at church. 
 

Please introduce yourself  to your Deacon, if you do not already know him/her. We are trying to con-

nect with everyone in the congregation. 
 

Deacons are a group of  members who are dedicated to caring for our congregation through Shepherd 

Groups of approximately 20 families assigned to each Deacon. We try to make contact with every member of the 

congregation. We pray regularly for our Shepherd Groups and those in the congregation who are ill, grieving, or 

in need of prayer for any other reason. We support and encourage the members of our Shepherd Group when 

they are ill, grieving or stressed by life in one way or another; we visit (at the hospital or at home), call throughout 

the recovery, send cards, and provide any support that we can. 
 

We also each support one or more of  the following ministries:  

 

 attending the monthly Diaconate meeting for communal prayer for the congregation, their friends  

and families 

 representing the Diaconate and supporting the work of all Session committees  

 overseeing our Stephen Ministers in support of congregation members 

 supporting the Pastor at worship services and Grace café through the Member-at-Large Program 

 delivering altar flowers as needed 

 writing “The Deacon’s Corner” for the monthly church newsletter 

 annual CPR training and oversight of the defibrillators in the church 

 preparing a dinner each year for Caritas  

 representing the church with the Chesterfield County outreach program for Seniors  

 finding rides to church for members who cannot drive 

 attending the annual Officer Retreat 

 developing Spiritual Growth programs for the congregation 

 sending greeting cards to members who are ill and/or recovering or grieving 

 providing grief booklets to grieving members 

 managing the Diaconate prayer list 

 overseeing the community garden. 

 offering a new Spiritual Gifts class in the 2017-18 program year   



7 

Welcome Jessie Partridge! 
 

By now, you’ve hopefully had an opportunity to meet CPC’s new CE 
Intern, Jessie Partridge. If not, please search her out one Sunday and 
introduce yourself to her.  
 

Jessie graduated from William and Mary with a major in music and a 
minor in biology. So why pursue a Master of Arts in Christian Educa-
tion you might ask? While in undergraduate school, Jessie took many 
classes in organ, choral study, and wrote her thesis on music during the 
reformation. Over the years she has interned and volunteered at Camp 
Hanover and Williamsburg Presbyterian and her home church in Me-
chanicsville. She has been a counselor, unit director of several groups, 
an on-site director of day camp ay Camp Hanover; and worked with 
middle-schoolers at Williamsburg Pres. As she was putting in a lot of 
time and energy working with youth, she realized “it was the most di-
rect way God could get at me!” So here she is…at Union Seminary and 
CPC. 
 

Jessie and her fiancé, Jeb Cooke, are engaged to be married in  
November.  Jeb is an accountant for Deloitte & Touche.  They are re-

modeling a home they have purchased, and learning all about the joys of home ownership.  
 

Being from Hanover County, Jessie is fortunate to have many of her family members still close by. Her mom is a 
Hospice social worker, and in Jessie’s words, “a saint”; and her dad works with Pfizer in Richmond.  Jessie has two 
older sisters; one working on her PhD in creative writing at the University of Southern California; the other sister 
is teaching 1st grade at Redd Elementary School in Richmond after finishing a term with the Peace Corps. 
 

Jessie’s life is full, to say the least!  She is already at work focusing on our youth and other areas of Christian Edu-
cation. Please be sure to say hello to Jessie when you see her welcome her to CPC!  

Congratulations Andy Fesperman!  
 
Andy is the recipient of the National Meritorious Action Award  
from the Boy Scouts of America. On July 28, Andy was in Springfield, 
MO volunteering inside the Missouri Sports Hall of Fame for a charity 
golf tournament, when someone came inside notifying staffers that 
several grassy areas by the highway right outside the building were 
burning.  
 
Andy sprang into action and his scouting experience kicked in. Using 
his Scout emergency preparedness training he assessed the situation 
seeing more brush fires down the road, called 911, then grabbed a fire 
extinguisher from the building. He walked toward the fires and started 
extinguishing them one by one until firefighters arrived. Andy’s quick 
response, fast thinking and calm action ensured an immediate resolu-
tion to a potentially dire situation.  
 
A fine example of a Scout, Andy has been with CPC’s Troop 2877 for 
many years. He is a senior at Thomas Dale High School.  Proud  
parents are Tim and Autumn Fesperman. 
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Staff Contact Information 

804-748-4636 
 

Gordon B. Mapes, III 

Pastor  

gmapes@chesterpres.org 
 

Linn Coghill 

Membership Coordinator  

lcoghill@chesterpres.org 
 

James Dorn 

Director of Music  

jdorn@chesterpres.org 
 

Jacqueline Poliquin 

Church Administrator 

office@chesterpres.org 
 

Kim Hopkins 

Preschool Director 

748-9465 

preschool@chesterpres.org 
 

Sandra Walker 

Financial Secretary 

Administration 
 

Your administrator is looking forward to the promise of cooler weather 
in October.  We will start the month with fellowship and the Blessing of 
the Animals.  My newest canine friend, Sparky, will accompany me this 
year.   I remember gratefully the meaningful gathering last year and the 
individual blessing of my beloved Binky. 
 
Our pets give us a lot.  They are faithful and loving in good times and 
bad.  They reaffirm our humanity and connections to others.  They cheer us with the goofy 
things they do.  When a dog is happy, his whole body expresses it.  Sparky can raise my spir-
its just by bounding joyfully after his toy and prancing back with it, knowing he has done 
something praiseworthy and waiting for me to acknowledge it.  And if I’m slow to 
acknowledge, he’ll bark at me or gently head-butt me to bring me around to his way of 
thinking.  I think the little dog owns me instead of the other way around.   
 
I was thinking about training.  Sparky came to me at 1 year old, through a rescue organiza-
tion.  Everyone wants dogs to be well trained and well behaved.  I have this idea of training 
Sparky to act the way I want; but this is another area where sometimes I wonder who is 
training whom.  I work hard to feed him at the same times each day; to walk him when he 
needs it; to keep water in the dish always; to have interesting squeaky toys strewn all over the 
house.  Yes, Sparky has me well trained! 

 

Blessing of  the Animals:  Sunday, October 1, 3:00P.M. 
  

Bring your pets large and small – dogs, cats, horses, donkeys and chickens!  All are welcome though we request that all pets be leashed 
or in a carrier. Refreshments will be available for all. You are also invited to bring a picture of any pets deceased within the 
last year. Be sure to stay for a pet gift giveaway that will take place following the blessing.  

 

Spiritual Partnering Across Generations 

We are all indebted to the past, to those who precede us. We drink from wells we have not dug, we enjoy liberties we have not won, we 

share faith whose foundations we have not laid. At the same time, we are seeds of the future, for those who succeed us. We dream and 

envision and set things in motion. The fruition of our decisions will be known only to others who we will not meet. We are called to 

partner in faith with those who have gone before us and to offer the best that we have to give to those who will follow. 

 

Planned Giving offers the opportunity to make an enduring statement of faith through a charitable gift that will build on and extend 

our church’s ministry for generations to come. Our congregation is a welcoming community of faith, committed to worship, music, 

education and outreach. Planned giving is one way we can ensure that this commitment remains strong into the future, to ensure the 

long-term security, viability and vitality of the ministries On This Corner that comprise our beloved Chester Presbyterian Church. 

“Planned giving creates a model for our children. It bears witness to our priorities.” 

Have you Remembered 

CPC in Your Will? 

First Sunday Fellowship returns October 1:  Stay for a soup and sandwich lunch follow-

ing 11:00AM worship and visit with your CPC family and friends. Unwind and relax and let lunch 
be on us. Donations accepted to cover costs. 


