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At its October meeting, our session took a momentous leap of faith when it approved a recommendation to 
use a portion of Andrew Rudy’s blessed gift to CPC to fund the engagement of a Christian Educator for up 
to three years. At the heart of Christian faith is relationship, with God, with Jesus Christ and with one 
another. Adding a Christian Educator, and securing the position for three years provides a strong base for 
enhancing our discipleship, deepening our relationships, and appealing to neighbors without a faith 
community. I am grateful to the session for this decision, the months of discernment on this issue, and the 
exciting possibilities it will offer our church for spiritual and numerical growth. 

However, the vote was not unanimous. That is understandable. Many believe adding the Rudy fund to the 
incredible generosity shared through the Ignite effort, in order to pay off as much mortgage debt as 
possible, is the most sensible use of this gift. We could then begin to build into the budget funding for the 
CE position in a year or so. There is merit to such an approach. 

Yet we must keep in mind that through your generosity, in recent years we have made tremendous 
investments in our facility. We have added a comprehensive security system, replaced several HVAC 
units, painted the chapel, resealed the parking lot, added signage, enhanced the sound system and wifi
capabilities, upgraded the phone system, fixed the elevator, several other projects large and small and 
committed pledges to pay off three-quarters of the 20 year old mortgage. And while the decision on the CE 
position was not unanimous, I do firmly believe it is a result of the Holy Spirit working through the incredible 
generosity of Andy Rudy, to lead us now to invest in ourselves.  

Perhaps you heard the recent story about one of our children. It seems mother was listening as Dad put 
their little boy to bed. A regular in worship and Sunday school with his mom at CPC, he asked his father to 
say a prayer. Dad did not know one, so Mom listened as the little boy offered a prayer he learned here at 
CPC. The scene is a powerful reminder of the value of Christian formation for all ages. In the session’s 
decision for our congregation the Spirit is calling us to stand faithful in Christ’s declaration that with God, all 
things are possible. May we go forth into the coming years trusting the Spirit’s guidance, sharing our 
generosity and growing our discipleship. 

Shalom,



OCTOBER SESSION HIGHLIGHTS

DEACON’S BENCH

• Received with thanks the Worship/Formation Task Force report and noted their recommendation 
that we continue with two services and that be year round.

• Approved Setting aside $56,000.00 a year for three years out of the Rudy gift to endow position for 
a Director of Christian Education.

• Approved the Finance Committee’s recommendation to clarify and update the committee’s 
membership.

“In the Old Testament, you’ll see that thanksgiving has limited expression. For instance, Bible 
verses about thanksgiving in the Old Testament are closely tied to “praise.” In other words, the 
people would praise God for who He is (Ps. 106:1; 118:1; 136:1) or for delivering them from a bad 
situation (Lev. 7:11-16; Ps. 107:21-22). 

In the New Testament, verses in the Bible about thanksgiving expand upon the limited scope of the 
concept in the Old Testament. What we see in the New Testament is that “thanksgiving” becomes a 
way of life for Christians - in the good times and the bad.” (Tithely.com)

The Diaconate prays that you and your family will have a joyous Thanksgiving with praise and 
thanks to our Lord.

Please remember that HOME COMMUNION is available for our shut-in church members.
RIDES TO CHURCH can be arranged for members in need of this service. Contact your 
deacon.

HANGING OF THE GREENS
Sunday, November 24, from 4:00PM to 6:00PM, help decorate the church, inside and out, for Advent 
and Christmas! The Chrismon tree will be decorated, candles will be placed in windows, wreaths 
displayed, nativity scenes set out and more.  Many hands make light work!



Thank you for your generosity.

YTD Actual YTD Budget Difference

324,628 308,601 16,027
12,457 17,035 (4,578)

0 0 0
337,085 325,637 11,449

223,945 231,329 7,385
26,263 27,656 1,393

7,257 8,609 1,352
69,837 65,730 (4,107)
85,907 85,977 70

0 0 0
413,209 419,301 6,092

(76,124) (93,665) 17,541

Beginning Revenue Expenses Ending Paid on MortgageBalance
178,672.32 28,961.00 0.00 207,633.32 185,532.83    22,100.49     

Mortgage Balance

**All numbers rounded to nearest dollar, which can cause slight “differences” in totals

760174.72

(1) Revenues – Items in RED are where we are behind on income
(2) Expenses – Items in RED are where have spent more than expected
(3) Net Total – RED on this line means we are behind where we would like to be

   Mortgage Loan & Insurance
   Long term Planning
  Total Expenses

Net Total(3)

Ignite Campaign

Expenses(2)
   Salary & Benefits
   Presbytery and Benevolence
   Worship/CE/Membership/Music/Stewardship
   Plant Operations & Church Admin

Revenues(1)
   Offerings (Pledge and Loose)
   Other Revenue
   Special Gift
  Total Revenues

Chester Presbyterian Church, Inc.
Analysis of Revenues & Expenses - Summary

For September 2019 YTD

Headings and Account

Your prompt attention to annual and Ignite commitments allows CPC to meet the 
challenges of ministry and pay down debt principle each month.



Our Food Pantry has been working hard
keeping up with the needs of our community.

CCHASM THANKSGIVING MEAL EVENT
We are again participating in this great
program to provide a complete Thanksgiving
meal for families in need. We have committed
to providing 50 complete Gift Packages
consisting of 10 dry components plus a $15
Gift Card (Kroger, Walmart, Food Lion, Target,
Publix). There is a board located in the
narthex with 3x5 cards available for either dry
ingredients or a $15 gift card. Please consider
taking one or more cards and donating to this
vital program. All ingredients and gift cards
need to be returned by Sunday morning,
11/10. The Youth will consolidate all
ingredients and gift cards after church to be
turned into CCHASM on 11/18.

CHRISTMAS MOTHER

CPC FOOD PANTRY

The Presbyterian Women of CPC requests your support of the
Chesterfield-Colonial Heights Christmas Mother program. We have
adopted a family with three children. A 12 year old boy and girl twins
who are 6 years old. We will provide each child with a new outfit,
underwear, socks and one large toy and some small wish list
items. The gift will also include a gift certificate to be used for
Christmas dinner. PW invites you to join us as we shop on Monday
Dec. 2 at 6 pm Walmart in Chester. Donations may be placed in the
offering plate, please note on the memo line PW Christmas Mother.
Please contact Karen Clifton with any questions, 804-402-7053

We are in great need of

$10.00 
Kroger gift 

cards!

For further info, contact Florria Barlow at 
florriabarlow604@gmail.com or 
Corri Miller-Hobbs cmillerhobbs@comcast.net



YOUTH PUMPKIN DECORATING
Pumpkins are on their way to our shut-ins and assisted living members. Many thanks to 
Kristina Wood, Abigail Warren, Abby and Chase Fesperman; Ella, Jake and Nicholas 
Harris; Kaleigh Milazzo and her friend Caitlin Carraway ; and 1 College Student – Tori 
Wood for carving and painting the pumpkins Sunday afternoon. Also, thanks Jana Wood 
(coordinating), DT Wood, Angelina Warren, Autumn Fesperman, and Andrea Harris for 
being with our youth and helping to have these go out to be delivered in the week to 
come. Thank you to the Deacons who donated the funds to purchase the pumpkins. Sally 
Noe, Mary Beth Reed, and Eliza Reed carved 2 pumpkins Sunday night and delivered 
them to Wayne Alfred and Jean Oliver who were overjoyed to receive this gift from our 
church.

TRUNK OR TREAT
Thank you to all who 
participated in the trunk or treat 
and at Grace café.  The car 
decorations, Halloween 
costumes, spooky maze and 
fun music where enjoyed by 
everyone!



LUNCH BUNCH

Nov. 10 @ 12:30PM 

Ho w le t t ’ s
3530 Festival Park Plaza
Chester, VA 23831

RSVP  to  
Ma rn i e  &  B o b  B ro w n  
f o r e s t e n d @ v e r i z o n . n e t

XYZ’S 
THANKSGIVING
LUNCHEON
Nov. 20 @ 11:45AM

Jo i n  u s  f o r  f o o d  a n d  fu n !

DINNER 
AT 
GRACE CAFÉ

5 : 3 0  – 6 : 3 0 P M

THEOLOGY ON TAP

Nov. 20 @ 6:30PM
B l i n d  D o g  B r e w i n g  @  M o l l y ’ s  B i k e  S h o p
4 5 1 5  W .  H u n d r e d  R o a d
C h e s t e r ,  V A  2 3 8 3 1

F o o d ,  f e l l o w s h i p  a n d  c on ve r s a t i o n  a t  th e  i n te r s e c t i o n  o f  l i f e  a n d  fa i t h

grace

Every
Tuesday

SATURDAY MEN’S 
BREAKFAST

NOV. 9 @ 8:00AM

Jo i n  u s  i n  th e  F e l l o w sh i p  Ha l l  Sa tu rda y  Mo rn i n g !

AN EVENING BY THE FIRE PIT BASKETBALL
SIGN-UPSNov. 3 @ 5:00pm 

Ji m  Go r i n  w i l l  l ea d  u s  i n  so n g
Ho t  Do gs  &  S ’ m o res !

C o m e  a n d  en j o y  a  t i m e  o f  fu n  &  fe l l o w sh i p

Nov. 23 & 30 
@ 8:30AM 

Si gn - u ps  w i l l  be  l o c a ted  
i n  th e  n a r th ex .

Ho w le t t ’ s
3530 Festival Park Plaza
Chester, VA 23831



Yes, it’s that time of year already – time to place your order for poinsettias that will 
help decorate our sanctuary during Advent and Christmas. If you wish to place a 
poinsettia in the church, please complete the form below and return it to Linn 
Coghill’s mailbox by November 24. 

The cost is $15.00 per plant. Submit your order, along with your check, as soon as 
possible. Order forms are also available in the narthex.  Checks payable to Chester 
Presbyterian Church must accompany your completed order form. (Checks only, no 
cash please)

Please print exactly how you wish your name placed in the bulletin:

Name: _________________________________________________________

Number of poinsettias @ $15.00 each:  _________

In memory of:  _____________________________________________________

In honor of:  _______________________________________________________

Select method of payment:

_____   Amount of check attached: $

_____  Pay online: https://secure.accessacs.com/access/oglogin.aspx?sn=142240

ORDER FORM


