
No Longer Strangers…

What gifts did you give this season? What gifts did you receive? Any surprises? I 
suspect there were many smiles and shared joy as you and yours exchanged gifts 
and presents. Yet due to the beautiful complexities of family, culture, ethnicity and 
society, participating in the giving and receiving of gifts can be fraught with potential 
conflicts, confusions, and perhaps outright bad surprises.

Accepting gifts graciously can sometimes be a challenge. Auntie Lou’s colorful crochet 
vests with matching hats, were just not me in junior high! With the commercialized 
“gift-giving season” behind, we can turn our focus to some of God’s unexpected gifts 
that we can enjoy long after the Christmas tree has been hauled away or up to the 
attic. Join us in worship in the weeks to come as we begin an Epiphany sermon 
series: “Gifts That Keep on Giving.” These are the gifts that reveal themselves in new 
ways as time goes on. Based on selections primarily from Matthew’s gospel, this 
series is about recognizing the often-surprising gifts that are extended to humanity 
and are ours to receive if we are bold and loving enough to accept them. 

Shalom & Happy New Year,
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DECEMBER SESSION HIGHLIGHTS

DEACON’S BENCH

CPC FOOD PANTRY

• The Session voted to concur in the Board of Trustees’ recommendation to recast our 
loan in 2020.

• The Session voted to approve nine persons to serve on the Director of Education 
Search Committee, namely:  Stacey Cavey, Cliff Dameron, Sharon Entwistle, Rusty 
Hopkins, Nancy Muller, Tori Osborne, Lucinda Wood, Tori Wood, and Erin Woodby.

• CPC will welcome Interim POJ Exec. The Rev. Fred Holbrook to the pulpit January 12.

Our Food Pantry has been working hard keeping up with the needs of 
our community and we thank you for all your generous donations in 
2019.  As we go into 2020 your continued support of the pantry is 
appreciated.  The weekly needs can be found in the Sunday bulletin 
and weekly email.

We pray that you are enjoying this first month of a new decade.  Let’s look at some 
FIRSTS from the Bible.

“We love because he first loved us” (I John. 4:19). God made the first move. God took the 
first step. God placed the first call. We did nothing and do nothing that wasn’t and isn’t 
prompted by God. He went first. He not only went first, he gave his firstborn son. The 
Bible calls Jesus “the firstborn among the brethren” (Romans 8:29). In the great, 
expansive, innumerable family of God, there is a firstborn: Jesus Christ. What did God do 
with his firstborn Son? He sent him as a sacrifice. He didn’t redeem us with apostles, 
angels, prophets or preachers. He gave the best gift.  Jesus is not only the firstborn, he is 
the firstfruit. “But now Christ is risen from the dead and has become the firstfruits of those 
who have fallen asleep” (I Corinthians 15:20). First-fruit is an agricultural term used to 
describe the initial harvest. The farmer would take the best portion of his harvest to 
market and tell the customer, “Taste and enjoy. There is more to come.” Jesus is the first 
fruit of God’s eternal harvest. He will do with his children what he did with Jesus: he will 
call us out of the grave. How do we know? Jesus is the firstfruit.”   (Max Lucado) 

Please remember that HOME COMMUNION is available for our shut-in church members.
RIDES TO CHURCH can be arranged for members in need of this service. 

Contact your deacon.



ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL – BEGINNING JANUARY 5

Interested in Finding out more about CPC?
You’re invited to the next Inquirers’ Class Sunday, January 26 at 9:45a.m. in the 1st

floor conference room.

PASTOR’S BIBLE STUDY
Starts January 8 at 10:00AM. The focus is the book of 
Ezekiel.

Please contact the church office if you plan to attend and 
would like to purchase the book for $12.00.

INQUIRER’S CLASS

Inquiring minds want to find out: Who we are. 
What we do. How we do it. How you can join!

Plan to attend. For more information, contact 
Linn Coghill at 748-4636, ext. 307 or 
lcoghill@chesterpres.org.

The Life & Faith of Simon Peter
Gray Taylor will facilitate a six-week journey with an in-depth dive into the life, faith, 
and character of Simon Peter. “He was an ordinary fisherman who heard an 
extraordinary call. He was not rich or educated, but was familiar with hard work. He 
was quick-tempered and impetuous, but possessed a passion that would change the 
world. He left everything to follow his teacher, yet struggled with doubt and fear.” We 
will be using the book Simon Peter by Adam Hamilton.  This class will meet in the 
Pastors’ Gallery.

The Charismatic Theology of St. Luke
Tracy Green, will read and discuss the book The Charismatic Theology of St. Luke 
by Roger Stronstad. The class will focus on the role of the Holy Spirit in Luke’s 
gospel and Acts and how it pertains to the church’s work and mission. Class will meet 
in the 2nd Floor Conference Room.



Wow! The PW ladies here at Chester Presbyterian have been very busy this year.
We delivered 300 pillowcases to Bon Secours St Mary's Pediatric department over 
the year with the last 75 being for the Christmas holidays.  We also delivered 35 
bags, 33 shields and 51 liners to Days for Girls to allow girls to continue to attend 
school when menstruating. 

Thank you to Ann Dunbar for getting all this sent and thank you to all who donated 
material, came for the sewing day and completed their take home projects. Special 
thanks to Alma Skidmore for being a super sewer.

We plan for another sew day in March. Christmas fabric is out now so any help with 
fabric is appreciated. Woven quilters cotton only, no flannel or knit. Joann gift cards 
have been appreciated in the past.

I will be forever grateful to the members of CPC for their loving 
concern during my recent back surgery. The prayers, notes, cards, 
calls, meals, rides and concerned smiles boosted my spirits and 
encouraged my recovery. Always know that prayers are the 
greatest gift we can give one another.

Thank you, 
Sandra Walker 

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN

Utilizes Super Bowl weekend in America to mobilize young 
people to fight hunger and poverty in their local communities. Its 
vision is to transform Super Bowl weekend into America's largest

youth-led weekend of giving and serving. Young people collect monetary and food 
donations during the week leading up to Super Bowl Sunday. 100% of the money 
and food is then given directly to local charities of the group's choice.  Our youth will 
be outside of AWE and the Sanctuary after both services Sunday, February 2nd with 
soup pots.  Please consider making a monetary donation and/or bring a can(s) of 
vegetables.  Funds will be directed towards Grace Café and canned goods to our 
CPC food bank.

SOUPER BOWL OF CARING



GRACE CAFEEVERY
TUESDAY

Each Tuesday from 5:30 to 6:30 in the fellowship hall for a hot home cooked 
meal!

LUNCH BUNCHJANUARY

12
XYZ’S LUNCHEONJANUARY

15
THEOLOGY ON TAPJANUARY

15
PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN’S GROUPJANUARY

22

JANUARY

4

SATURDAY MEN’S BREAKFAST
Fellowship hall Saturday morning at 8:00AM.  All men invited.

All women are welcome to attend the 6:30PM.  Please notify Diana 
Martyn, inalynn5@comcast.net, or Kathy Peebles, kathyspantry@gmail.com, 
for further information or questions. 

CPC GIFT OF THE ARTSJANUARY

28

JANUARY

11

DE-DECKING THE HALLS!
Membership Development needs your help for “De-Decking the Halls” 
Saturday, January 11 at 9:00AM  Many hands make light work for all!

Food, fellowship and conversation at the intersection of life and faith.  
6:30PM at Blind Dog Brewing in Chester.

Members and friends join us at 11:45AM in the fellowship hall for bingo and 
pizza.  This is a great way to make new friends as well as nurture existing 
relationships!

Enjoy a wonderful evening at 7:00PM with Cameron Bessick playing the 
trumpet.

Bring a friend new or known and join us at El Patron at 12:30PM.  Located at 
11211 Ironbridge Road.  RSVP to Bob and Marnie Brown at 
forestend@Verizon.net



Thank you for your generosity.

Your prompt attention to annual and Ignite commitments allows CPC to meet the 
challenges of ministry and pay down debt principle each month.

YTD Actual YTD Budget Difference

393,438 371,512 21,925
13,449 18,899 (5,449)

0 1 (1)
406,887 390,412 16,476

273,417 280,965 7,548
32,422 35,275 2,853

8,013 11,850 3,837
82,107 79,884 (2,223)

100,528 99,978 (550)
0 0 0

496,488 507,953 11,466

(89,601) (117,541) 27,940

Total Ignite Income from last month

Revenue 
from this 

month Expenses
Ending Ignite 

Income

Amount paid 
on Mortgage      

to date

Amount to pay 
on mortgage 
this month

232,271.32 9,274.43 0.00 241,545.75 232,271.32       9,274.43           

Mortgage Balance $675,221.53

**All numbers rounded to nearest dollar, which can cause slight “differences” in totals

Chester Presbyterian Church, Inc.
Analysis of Revenues & Expenses - Summary

For November YTD

Headings and Account
Revenues(1)
   Offerings (Pledge and Loose)
   Other Revenue
   Special Gift
  Total Revenues
Expenses(2)
   Salary & Benefits
   Presbytery and Benevolence
   Worship/CE/Membership/Music/Stewardship
   Plant Operations & Church Admin

(1) Revenues – Items in RED are where we are behind on income
(2) Expenses – Items in RED are where have spent more than expected
(3) Net Total – RED on this line means we are behind where we would like to be

   Mortgage Loan & Insurance
   Long term Planning
  Total Expenses

Net Total(3)

Ignite Campaign


