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No Longer Strangers… 
 

                         Wild Geese 
 

                          You do not have to be good. 
                            You do not have to walk on your knees 

for a hundred miles through the desert repenting. 
You only have to let the soft animal of your body 

love what it loves. 
Tell me about despair, yours, and I will tell you mine. 

Meanwhile the world goes on. 
Meanwhile the sun and the clear pebbles of the rain 

are moving across the landscapes, 
over the prairies and the deep trees, 

the mountains and the rivers. 
Meanwhile the wild geese, high in the clean blue air, 

are heading home again. 
Whoever you are, no matter how lonely, 

the world offers itself to your imagination, 
calls to you like the wild geese, harsh and exciting 

over and over announcing your place 
in the family of things. 

 
As New Year dawns and thoughts of renewal flicker across our hearts, Mary Oliver’s poem, is a fitting reminder that 
the search for perfection is an idolatry. Whatever resolutions you make, may one be to be simply God’s child, as God 
would have you be wherever you are in life. 
 
Happy New Year, 

Christian Education 
 

New adult CE classes begin January 7, 2019: 
 
Psalms, Prayer and Praise, led by Dan and Beth Robbins.  A study to understand and use the Psalms today. 

 
The Spirituality of Dietrich Bonhoeffer, led by Mike Rose.  Although his life was cut short by Hitler’s Nazi regime,  
Bonhoeffer’s insights are still particularly meaningful and significant for people living in today’s “increasingly religionless” 
world.  “Who is Jesus Christ for us today?”  What does it mean to be a follower of Jesus Christ in today’s world?  What is the 
cost of discipleship?  How can the church, nurtured by Scripture, care for and minister to the world?  How do we make the 
Christian life the most exciting and meaningful life we can imagine?  What is cheap grace?  Join us as we examine  
Bonhoeffer’s challenges as he followed “the way of the cross.” 
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MUSICAL NOTES by Jim Dorn 

 

I wish to thank all who made my last Christmas here at CPC the best!  Starting 
with the Children’s Christmas Pageant on December 16,  I am especially  
grateful to the Director, Jana Wood, for her many hours of preparation; to  
DT Wood and Bill Martyn for  building the manger; to Debbie Fountain for 
her costume assistance, and Buddy Fountain for providing the pizza; and all 
the children and parents who participated and assisted in any way!   

On Tuesday, December 18, The Richmond Brass and Percussion Consort  
presented their third annual Christmas Concert to an enthusiastic crowd.  I 
thank the members of the choir for ushering, clearing and resetting the  
sanctuary furniture, with special thanks to Warren Trevvett and Don Geisler 
for their kindly assistance.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I also thank our Chancel Choir for their dedication in the making of beautiful 
music on Christmas Eve; with additional appreciation to Tori Osborne, soloist; 
and Roger Clifton, cantor. 
 
Looking ahead , on Epiphany Sunday, January 6, we will be blessed with a solo 
by Leslie Matthews at the 11:00A.M. service.  She will also present a program 
of favorite arias from the Opera and Theatre on Wednesday, January 16, for 
the XYZ’s gathering.  All are welcome to attend. 

Staff  Contact 

Information 
 

804-748-4636 
 

Gordon B. Mapes, III 

Pastor 

gmapes@chesterpres.org 
 

Linn Coghill 

Membership Coordinator 

lcoghill@chesterpres.org 
 

James Dorn 

Director of Music 

jdorn@chesterpres.org 
 

Jim Gorin 

AWE Music Director 

jimgorin@gmail.com 
 

Jacqueline Poliquin 

Church Administrator 

office@chesterpres.org 
 

Kim Hopkins 

Preschool Director 

748-9465, preschool@chesterpres.org 
 

Kathy Peebles 

Financial Secretary 

financial.sec@chesterpres.org 
 

Don Davidson 

Treasurer 

treasurer@chesterpres.org 
 

www.chesterpres.org 

Office Hours:   9:00A.M. - 4:30P.M. 

Our Food Pantry     
 Needs Your Help!   

 

On average our church  

provides food for 3 to 5 families 

per week.  We are currently in 

need of hearty soup, spaghetti 

sauce, rice, coffee/tea,  

Hamburger Helper,  

boxed potatoes / stuffing.   

As always, $10 Kroger  

gift cards are needed and  

appreciated. 

Thank you for  
your generosity! 



3 

Up Close and Personal with 
Jacqueline Poliquin 

 

Guess who still holds the national girls 12 and under 55-yard freestyle 
swimming record?  Jacqueline Poliquin, our Church Administrator.  
Her national record, set in 1966, when she was a “mere infant”, still 
stands today.  Modestly, Jacqueline says, “of course, they no longer 
record 55-yard times”; that makes the record unbreakable.  Spending 
her childhood in Minnesota, South Carolina and finally Virginia, 
Jacqueline was a devoted and skilled swimmer from ages 9-18. 
     A national merit scholar, she earned her BA in Russian, with a mi-
nor in East European Studies from Michigan State and an MBA at 
VCU.  Her vast work experiences include; Administrative Manager, 
Head Hunter, Executive recruiter, Sales Rep for an HVACR company, 
Executive Assistant at Capital One and partner in a small Equity Com-
pany. 
     Having lost her father in 2008, she devoted the next four years to 
living with and caring for her ailing mother.  An avid reader, over 
1,000 pages per week, she loves playing her piano and is a Life Master 
in Duplicate Bridge. 
     For some 19 years, she’s called the days after Thanksgiving as 
“cookie weekend.”  During those few days, she bakes 15 – 20 varieties 
of Christmas cookies, from scratch.   Friends and relatives on her gift 
list annually receive a nice tin filled with a variety of her cookies baked 
with love. 
     Jacqueline joined our staff at CPC in 2015.  Her main responsibilities include:  managing the church office and all  
facilities, publications, support of staff and volunteers, the church calendar, and hospitality, as the first contact with members, 
visitors and vendors.  She and her rescue pup, Sparky, live in the Clover Hill area of Chesterfield. 

CPC Session In Review 
 

   December 16 stated meeting: 
 

 Assembled Advent Mission Kits for Bone Marrow 
Transplant unit at VCU. 

 

 Approved undesignated Christmas Eve offering be 
designated as Mission Emergency needs in 2019. 

 

 Child Protection Policy roll-out begins with Elders 
and Deacons undergoing "Protect My Ministry" 
background checks and video training. 

 

 Property Committee members commended for 
their prompt removal of snow following the recent 
nor'easter. 

 

 Reviewed working copy of 2019 budget. 

CHESTER  
PRESBYTERIAN 

CHURCH 

3424 W Hundred Rd, 
Chester, VA  23831 

God’s call to Chester Presbyterian Church is to:  
Deliver God’s Word.  Grow  in Faith.  

Serve All People. 

Theology on Tap  

January 16, 7:00P.M. 

Legends Brewery 

321 W 7th Street, Richmond VA  23224 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Food, fellowship and conversation at the intersection of life and faith. 

Men of  the Church    

  Men’s Breakfast  
 

January 12,  8:00A.M.    
 

Come out for a fun time, breakfast, fellowship, and 
Bible study.  For more details, contact Cliff Noe,  

noetinman@verizon.net  
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Dear CPC, 

Thank you again for volunteering with Appalachian Service Project this year.  

Your members made a wonderful impact in my life and in my family as a 

whole.  We haven’t moved in yet, as there is a lot of unfinished work.  Hope-

fully, soon, though!  May God bless you and your families.  Have a wonderful 

Christmas and Happy New Year! 

  Sherry Taylor, Trey, Todd, Emily and Zoe 

 

 

December Outreach 
 

CPC Missions in December:  19 Christmas Meals for Curtis 

Families; Grace Café Served 524 meals; Food Pantry to 9 house-

holds; assisted family with rent; Christmas Mother for single 

mom with 4 children; 260 pillow cases for St. Mary’s pediatric 

unit; 40 children of the incarcerated received 80 Angel Tree 

gifts; Mission Kits were made by Presbyterian Women, Men’s 

Group, Theology on Tap and Session, they went to Carver 

Academy, Fire Stations 1 and 14; CARITAS, the homeless, 

VCU Bone Marrow Transplant Unit. 

Home  
Communion is 

available  
to sick or housebound  

members.  
Please contact Nancy Gefvert, 

04-768-7627 or  
nancy.gefvert@gmail.com. 

Welcomes you for Dinner  

Every Tuesday 5:30 – 6:30P.M.  

For more information  
contact Cliff Noe, noetinman@verizon.net  

or 804-931-7894. 

 

De-Decking the Halls 
 

Saturday, January 5, 9:00A.M. 
 

Join the Membership Development 

Committee for  

“De-Decking the Halls” Saturday, 

January 5, 2018 at  9:00A.M.  Many 

hands make light work for all! 

Lunch Bunch  
 

January 13, 12:30P.M.  
River’s Bend Grill 

 

Lunch Bunch gathers to  liven up the cold 
winter with cheer and good food!!  Bring a 
friend--or come if you haven't in a while. We 
love to see all of you!! 
 
As always, let us know if you're coming, so 
we can give a close number to the restaurant! 
Directions: Take Rte 10 East to Rivers Bend 
Blvd. Turn LEFT at Cesare's. The restaurant 
is in the shopping center. 
 
In the meantime, we send our blessings to 
you and yours! 

- Bob and Marnie Brown, 
forestend@verizon.net 


