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No Longer Strangers… 

Before books were printed on a mechanical press, much less delivered digitally to your device or by 
drone to your front porch, they were written and copied by hand. Think of the monks spending long 
hours each day hand-lettering scripture, often drawing in the margins to go along with the text on a 
particular page, creating beautifully illustrated Bibles. 

Such effort is no longer a necessity. It can be, however, a spiritual discipline offering us an avenue 
to deeper engagement with the word. In can be a form of prayer, aiding us in finding new meaning 
and connection in this pandemic time of physical distance.  

Deuteronomy 30:14 says: “The word is very near to you.” To that end, I invite you to join me in the 
spiritual exercise of hand copying the Gospel of Matthew. There are 28 chapters, and if 27 of you 
join me, we can each do a chapter. Sign up for your favorite chapter. If it has already been as-
signed, you may choose another. You may use any English language version you desire and are 
encouraged to illustrate, doodle, use photos, calligraphy, etc. as these will add to the beauty of the 
work. Copying sacred scripture can be a form of meditation. You may find it leads you to respond 
and reflect. Whatever arises in your process, you are welcome to jot thoughts, questions, reflections 
in brief, focused commentary at the bottom or margins of the page.  

This project can be undertaken by individuals, families, couples. If we have more than 28 interested, 
we’ll look for another book to work on. Contact me to confirm a chapter and I’ll send you step-by-
step instructions. When complete we’ll create a digital and hardcopy edition for the CPC community. 
Our goal is to complete Matthew by April 4, Easter.  

Shalom, 

Please bear with me folks, I had a huge reve-
lation today. In mentally preparing myself for 
this article, I realized how much I have 
changed since I first became a deacon. Pray-
er has always been part of my life, but mostly 

by rote, or when there was a need.  I looked at the names of God's people that I am now to pray 
for daily, and groaned. Where is the time to come from? What do I say? As usual, God says, “You 
got this, girl.”  I’ve discovered all kinds of time! As soon as I wake up, I snuggle pups and talk to 
God. I feed my beasts outside, and talk to God, and even belt out a few off key hymns. I pray in 
the bathroom (don’t judge), in the shower, cooking dinner, driving down the road, walking to the 
mail box and just standing outside, leaning against a fence. I pray myself to sleep at night, cud-
dled under the covers. I am praying for any and everyone. I see so much need... I realize now, 
God’s made me into a prayer machine!  Me being me, my prayers are not the organized, beauti-
fully composed ones I hear everyone else say, but more like conversations with God. I even crack 
jokes. I hope they make him smile.    - Jude Osborne 



 

 

Poetic Ponderings for Lent 
A Virtual Lenten Journey Pairing Scripture  

with the Poetry of Mary Oliver 
(Zoom Gatherings at 6:30PM on Mondays during Lent) 

 
Every journey needs a guide - and what better guide to the 40 days of Lent than the beloved, Pu-
litzer Prize-winning poet, Mary Oliver? 

In this 6-week virtual journey together we will explore the beloved poetry of Mary Oliver to help us 
illuminate ancient passages of scripture, provoke meditations on key Lenten themes, and point us 
toward simple practices to deepen our connection with God during this season. 

Rev. Sandra Bottoms, will lead this virtual gathering on Zoom each week. To register, simply email 
Sandra at sbottoms@chesterpres.org and let her know you want to participate. Each week she 
will email you a link with information about how to join in that week’s Zoom gathering. 

Join us on Monday evenings at 6:30PM beginning February 22. Successive Monday evening 
Zoom dates are: March 1, March 8, March 15, March 22, and March 29. 

ASHES AT HOME  
FOR ASH WEDNESDAY 

In this season of staying connected while at a distance, CPC will 
provide ashes for you to use at home as you participate in our vir-
tual Ash Wednesday Service on Wednesday, February 17. We 
will offer two drive-through opportunities for you to pick up your 
ashes: 

Drive-Through Pick-up of Ashes for Ash Wednesday  

Sandra will be available outside on the sidewalk at the main en-
trance of the church on the following dates/times (just pull up and 
grab your ashes and go): 

Sunday, February 14
 
from Noon to 1:00PM 

Tuesday, February 16 from 5:00PM to 6:00PM 

You may also pick up your ashes at the church during office hours on February 15, February 16, or 
February 17. Please note that our Ash Wednesday worship service will be available for you to par-
ticipate in on-line (Facebook and YouTube) on Wednesday, February 17, making it convenient for 
your household’s schedule that day. 
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CPC ARTS Sponsorship Opportunities 

Have you been enjoying the Arts at Chester Presbyterian Church with 
events such as the virtual Christmas concert, silent movie night, paint-
ing or crafting classes? Are you looking forward to the events yet to 
come: the Virtual Organ and Piano Concert; more silent movies; 
dance, theatre, and puppet programs; the bonsai, painting or crafting 
classes? We invite you to help support our arts programs by becoming 
a Sponsor of the Arts at Chester Presbyterian Church.  

Sponsorship levels: 

Bronze $25, Silver $50, Gold $100, Platinum $500+ 

For your support, your name will be included in our event programs 
and we’ll host a special event just for sponsors later in the year. If you 

prefer, we can keep your contribution anonymous.  

Please make your contributions payable to the Arts at Chester Presbyterian, account number 
8690-7. If you contribute, please let Jon know so he may add your name to the appropriate Spon-
sor group heading. Join our sponsors in supporting this opportunity to present the arts to our 
broader community. 

“LENT-IN-A-BAG” 

For Families with Children 
 
Lent is a time to draw near to God as we journey through this 
season from Ash Wednesday (February 17) to Easter Sunday 
(April 4). “Lent-in-A-Bag” is filled with family-friendly hands-on 
activities that bring simple ritual to the important work of nurtur-
ing faith at home (including Ashes for participating in CPC’s Vir-
tual Ash Wednesday worship service). We hope you will pick up 
this resource and participate with the children in your family, as 
together you re-discover the stories of Jesus and deepen your 
relationship with God and one another.  
 

Drive-Through and Pick up your “Lent-In-A-Bag”  
Sandra will be available outside on the sidewalk at the main en-
trance of the church on the following dates/times (just pull up 
and grab your “Lent-In-A-Bag” and go): 

Sunday, February 14 from 12:00 Noon to 1:00PM 

Tuesday, February 16 from 5:00PM to 6:00PM 
 
Or just stop by the church office beginning February 15 to pick up “Lent-In-A-Bag” for your family. 
Please contact Rev Sandra if you have any questions: sbottoms@chesterpres.org or (804) 748-
4636, ext 312. Rev Sandra can also drop “Lent-In-A-Bag” off at your home if that is more conven-
ient (hung on your door with contactless delivery)…just let her know! 



 

 

CPC Session In Review 
 

   At the January 17 stated meeting: 
 
 

• Moved to call a virtual congregational and a corporate meeting for Sunday, February 

28. 

• Treasurer, Anne Kalemjian, reported on the 2020 and 2021 budgets. 

• Finance reported the mortgage has been recast. The result is a 35% reduction in our 

mortgage payment. 

• Welcomed, Dr. Sheldon Retchin, professor of medicine and public health at Ohio State 

University and advisor to Dominion Energy on the pandemic for a conversation on the 

pandemic and CPC. 

Souper Bowl of Caring 2021 
“For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat…”  (Matthew 25:35a) 

 

The Souper Bowl of Caring is a youth-inspired movement work-
ing across the nation to tackle hunger in local communities. 
100% of the funds received are given directly to local charities 
chosen by each church’s youth group.  
 

Our Chester Youth invite you to support two ministries already in 
place to feed hungry people right here in our neighborhood. In 

the weeks leading up to the Super Bowl on February 7,  we hope you will consider giving to this 
year’s Souper Bowl of Caring. Simply contribute as you normally do through any of our church’s 
means of giving, making a special notation that your gift is for “Souper Bowl of Caring.” The total 
amount received will be divided equally between CPC’s Food Pantry and Grace Café. Thank you 
in advance for helping our youth with this important mission effort!   

Lent reminds us that again and again suffering and brokenness 
find us. We doubt again, we lament again, we mess up again. 
Again and again, Jesus on the cross repeats injustice, corrup-
tion, violence and people forgetting to love. With the psalmist we 
proclaim, “Again? How long O God?” To us, God offers a re-
sponse: “I choose you, I love you, I will lead you to repair.” Again 
and again, God breaks the cycle and offers us a new, transform-
ing and healing way forward.  

Again and Again is the theme for our Lenten journey. For even 
worshipping apart, we come to God again and again with our 
prayers, our dreams, our hopes, and our doubts. And even at a 

distance, we will continue to be community to one another, even when it is hard, by choosing 
each other over and over again. We will continue to love God with the same persistence God 
chooses and claims us. Join us, virtually in worship and with the home devotional materials, 
as again and again through Lent we choose God, even as God chooses us.   



 

 

The Arts at CPC are alive and well! 

The Directors’ Concert will be virtual and available Sunday afternoon, February 7 on the CPC Fa-
cebook page. 

Check this edition of the newsletter for information about how you can help sponsor the ARTS at 
CHESTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH. 

CPC Facebook Devotionals now feature Music Mondays offering a selected piano or organ piece 
leading us in devotions as we are separated, yet not apart. 

DRAMA in the ARTS at Chester Presbyterian – we are forming a new:  
 

 drama troupe which will begin rehearsals in February for the Passion Mime to be presented 

during Holy Week. If you are interested in participating, please let Jon know. We need 6 players 
for this program (jdurkovic@chesterpres.org) 

 puppet ministry which will have a new script to present during Holy Week. If you are interested 

in participating, please contact Jude Osborne (judeosborne1@gmail.com) 

 new interpretive movement ministry for Lent. If you are interested in participating, please con-

tact Ann Dunbar (dunbarpt@gmail.com). 

 

ARTS CLASSES 
 

Acrylics classes 

The Masterwork for painting in February is Van Gogh’s Almond Blossom. 

for Children – monthly classes with instruction for painting our own interpretation of master-

works. The Next Class is February 15
 
at 5:00 PM. 

for Adults – monthly classes with instruction for painting our own version of masterworks. The 

next class is February 15 at 7:00  PM. 
 

Crafting classes 

Crafting for February will be painted vases. 

for Children – monthly classes with instruction for creating seasonally appropriate 3D art. The 

next class is February 22 at 5:00 PM. 

for Adults – monthly classes with instruction for creating seasonally appropriate 3D art. The 

next class is February 22 at 7:00 PM. 

Bonsai classes  

for Children and Adults – quarterly classes with instruction for creating a personal bonsai tree. 
    The next session is February 13. 

Currently, all arts classes are held in Room 203. All classes include fees for each session to cover 
the cost of materials provided. Registration forms are available in the church narthex and online. 
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With heartfelt gratitude we bid farewell to Jennifer Simonpietri, 
our CPC bookkeeper. After 16+ years of providing financial ser-
vices to the Pastor, the Finance Committee, the Church Treasur-
er, the Financial Secretary, the Preschool and many, many oth-
ers, Jennifer is leaving to undertake other entrepreneurial oppor-
tunities.   
 
We thank her for her many years of dedication and commitment 
to CPC.  We will miss her willing attitude and focus on answering 
challenging questions in a timely manner. Good luck in all your 
future endeavors, Jennifer. 
 

Your church family 

 

Welcomes you for  
 a Carry-Out Dinner  

Every Tuesday  
5:00 - 5:30 P.M.  

For more information  
contact Cliff Noe,  

noetinman@verizon.net  
or 804-931-7894. 

On average our church provides 
food for 3 to 5 families per week. We 
are currently in need of pork & 
beans, canned peas, spaghetti noo-
dles, and jelly.  

As always, $10 Kroger  gift cards 

are needed and appreciated. 

Thank you for  

your generosity! 

Many thanks to 
my church family 
for the calls, 
cards and sup-
port following 
Larry’s death.  
 
Your kindness is 

most appreciated. 
 

Sincerely, Marilyn Grina 
 

 

 
I want to thank my church 
family for being there for me 
during my mother's long ill-
ness and then her demise on 
November 30th. I received so  

many cards from you along with calls and offers of 
help. Being able to hold my mother's memorial at 
my church was very comforting and I want to thank 
Gordon and Jon for their comforting words and or-
gan music. Your presence in all this made the tran-
sition for me and my family.   

Pam and Mark Danford 

The Way to Shalom 
Lenten Devotional 

Participate in “a Lenten Jour-
ney to Peace and Wholeness” 
with this online publication. 

Visit our Facebook page for 
links to the devotional. 



 

 

FINANCE & STEWARDSHIP UPDATE 

Chester Presbyterian Church, Inc.  

Analysis of Revenues & Expenses - Summary  

For December YTD  

    FINAL  

     

Headings and Account YTD Actual YTD Budget Difference  

Revenues(1)     

   Offerings (Pledge and Loose) 446,512  424,584  21,928   

   Other Revenue 28,627  35,830  (7,203)  

   Gift Account  0  103,342  (103,342)  

   Payroll Protection Program 59,743  0  59,743   

   Special Gift 0  0  0   

Total Revenues 534,882  563,756  (28,874)  

Expenses(2)     

   Salary & Benefits 325,683  341,245  15,561   

   Presbytery and Benevolence 38,684  44,050  5,366   

   Worship/CE/Membership/Music/Stewardship 8,005  17,581  9,576   

   Plant Operations & Church Admin 74,557  91,619  17,062   

   Mortgage Loan & Insurance 75,061  69,261  (5,799)  

   Long term Planning 0  0  0   

  Total Expenses 521,991  563,756  41,765   

      

Net Total(3) 12,891  0  12,891   

      

      

Ignite Campaign  

Total Ignite Income from last 
month 

Revenue from 
this month Expenses 

Ending Ignite 
Income 

Amount paid 
on Mortgage 
to date 

Amount to pay 
on mortgage 
this month 

471,989.03  10,628.00  0.00  482,617.03       471,989.03             10,628.00  

      

Mortgage Balance $415,477.30 (Before December Payment)   

Ignite Pledge Balance $178,560.00     

      

      

(1) Revenues – Items in RED are where we are behind on income  

(2) Expenses – Items in RED are where have spent more than expected  

(3) Net Total – RED on this line means we are behind where we would like to be  

**All numbers rounded to nearest dollar, which can cause slight “differences” in totals 

      



 

 

STAY IN TOUCH 
CPC has many ways to stay in touch while we practice social distancing! 

FACEBOOK 
Like Chester Presbyterian Church on Facebook and enjoy daily prayer 
and much more! 

WEEKLY EMAIL BLAST 
Stay up to date on all the great things happening at the church with our 
weekly email newsletter. 

WEBSITE 
Check out the church calendar, view sermons, or make a donation.  
Everything you’re looking for is on our website! 

CHURCH LIFE APP 
Keep in touch with all your friends at church. Email the church office at 
office@chesterpres.org to have an account created. 

Staff  Contact Information 
(804) 748-4636    www.chesterpres.org     Office Hours: 8:30 AM - 4:00 PM 

Gordon B. Mapes, III 
Pastor 

gmapes@chesterpres.org 
 

Linn Coghill 
Membership Coordinator 
lcoghill @chesterpres.org 

Kathy Peebles 
Financial Secretary 

financialsec@chesterpres.org 
 

Anne Kalemjian 
Treasurer 

treasurer@chesterpres.org 

Jon Durkovic 
Music Director 

jdurkovic@chesterpres.org 
 

Marcie Murphy 
Church Administrator 

office@chesterpres.org 

Sandra Bottoms 
Director of Christian Formation 

sbottoms@chesterpres.org 
 

Kim Hopkins 
Preschool Director 

preschool@chesterpres.org 

YOU TUBE CHANNEL 
Our weekly Worship service is posted on our YouTube Channel. Grab a 
cup of coffee and enjoy the service from home. 




