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No Longer Strangers…

As December dawns and the COVID pandemic continues to impact our lives, the 
coming weeks promise to provide more losses that we may mourn. Beloved traditions 
of Christmas – travel, gatherings, outings, carol singing – will be upended for many. 

As we embark on our Advent journey, we are all looking for some comfort, some good 
news. In worship this month we’ll look especially to Isaiah and the gospels to find 
reassurance that these days, too, will end, and a new beginning is on the horizon. Our 
worship theme, I Believe Even When, recognizes this Advent journey may seem to 
abound in the absence of light. So, this year, we’ll seek in worship, and at home, to fill 
the night with music and light.

In a year when we have all added lots more screen time to our routines, I invite you to 
add a few more for your whole household. Each week in worship, sermon illustrations 
will be drawn from a series of documentaries that describe the power of music to uplift 
in the midst of incredibly hard times. These films are: Defiant Requiem; Girls on the 
Wall; Following the Ninth; Sweet Honey in the Rock: Raise Your Voice; The Singing 
Revolution. These can be found on YouTube and/or Amazon for a modest rental fee.

The second grouping of films is our first at-home Family Christmas Film Festival. Each 
week, the weekly email will include a companion scripture text, suggestions for family 
discussion and a prayer. The films are: A Charlie Brown Christmas; How the Grinch 
Stole Christmas; Frosty the Snowman; The Muppet Christmas Carol; The Polar 
Express. This will be a joyful evening for the whole family.  

This Advent journey cannot be as precious journeys. That is to be mourned in many 
ways. Yet this Advent may also be as that first Advent when the world awaited in chaos 
and brokenness for the hope that the birth of Jesus brought to the world. May we be 
comforted and unafraid to make the journey to which God calls even now.

Shalom,
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CHRISTMAS AROUND CPC
An Evening in December
December 6 at  6:00 PM

Join us for a virtual celebration of 
traditional sacred and secular 
Christmas music performed by 

our sanctuary and handbell choirs 
and guests.

Christmas Eve 
Services

5:00 PM & 10:00 PM
in the Sanctuary

There will also be a video service 
available on our website for you 

to enjoy at your leisure.
Ushers and Greeters needed for both services!
Contact Linn Coghill at lcoghill@chesterpres.org

if you are able to volunteer.

mailto:lcoghill@chesterpres.org


SHARING THE 
CHRISTMAS SPIRIT

Shop our Forest of Virtual Giving!

Join the Mission Committee in a Virtual Gift Giving Adventure this Year!
We know that now more than ever many of our brothers and sisters,
both locally and globally, continue to be in need.

Items from the Presbyterian Giving Catalog will be available as tags on a Christmas Tree
in the Narthex. This display will be a physical reminder that we can have a huge impact
on a family or community with gifts that range from a $15 fishing net, $25 Family of
Chickens, $30 for Displaced Students up to a $250 Community Irrigation Water Pump
and more. The tree can be a way for our children to see how we can be God’s hands
and feet in our world of need as we give out of our great abundance! Gift purchases can
be made by phone (800-872-3283) or online @ presbyteriangifts.pcusa.org.

Children in our community are counting on us to make
Angel Tree possible! Will you help connect children with
their incarcerated parents and show them the love of
Christ? It starts with a simple Christmas gift. The package
will include: a gift card to Walmart, the prisoner parent’s
message, a Gospel presentation, and an opportunity to
request a free Adventure Bible.

Visit tinyurl.com/cpcangeltree to access our page and enter access code: QZS0U to
select one or more children. Once your choice is made, you pay $22 for each virtual
gift ($2 included for postage). It’s that simple! Please be certain to remove each child
you select from the list before leaving the page. Susan Mapes is coordinating this
effort and may be reached at (804) 928-1518 or gmapes3@aol.com to answer
questions.

We will participate in this vital ministry virtually this year. 
That means no in-person shopping and no in-person 
delivering. 

https://tinyurl.com/cpcangeltree
mailto:gmapes3@aol.com


ways to celebrate sacred moments and discover together the true meaning of this season!
Pick up your “Advent-In-A-Box” when you come to worship… or just stop by the church
office to pick up “Advent-In-A-Box” for your family. Please contact Rev Sandra if you have
any questions: sbottoms@chesterpres.org or (804) 748-4636, ext 312. Rev Sandra can
also drop “Advent-In-A-Box” off at your home if that is more convenient…just let her know!

These are a few of my
favorite things…

“ADVENT-IN-A-BOX”
for Families with Children

Advent is a time to draw near to God as God draws 
near to us in the birth of Jesus…“Advent-in-A-Box” is 
brimming over with wonderful, easy suggestions to help 
your family do just that! Our emphasis during this 
season will be to attend to the most important thing --
preparing our families to, once again, welcome the 
Christ child into our homes and our hearts. This box 
includes family-friendly hands-on activities that bring 
simple ritual to the important work of nurturing faith at 
home. Open your “Advent-In-A-Box” and find engaging

Your generosity fed 50 families 
for Thanksgiving this year!

Many, many thanks to all our CPC family 
for your generous gifts of food and money 
towards this year’s CCHASM Thanksgiving 
Program. We had 50 complete bags and 
50 $15 gift cards. The additional food items 
and gift cards we put into our CPC 
CCHASM Pantry. Thanks to Andrea Harris 
who helped coordinate this year’s event 
and to Marcie Murphy (Office). Thanks to 
Andrea, Gary, Ella, Jake, and Nicholas 
Harris; Ella’s friend, Tracy Green and her 
son Max Moore and Matt Moore; Liz 
Johnson, Deborah Regal, Susan Mapes, 
Sandra Bottoms, and Cliff Noe who 
finished up the bags and loaded them in 
Cliff’s van for delivery at the Chesterfield 
Fair Grounds. 

CCHASM Thanksgiving Program

mailto:sbottoms@chesterpres.org


v Deacon’s Bench v

Recognize this? I’m sure most of us do; it is the folded hands emoji used 
in texts and other electronic messaging. Recently it caught my attention 
that this simple symbol was causing confusion – is it religious or secular? 
The moment I saw it, I said “Cool! Praying hands!” That is what I saw. 
Some folks see it as a “high five” while others interpret it as “Namaste.” 
It’s also been used as a thank you, or as part of a request. 

It means something different to everyone, but its accepted purpose is for something good, or 
positive. What can be more positive than prayer? Needless to say, this is a special symbol for your 
Diaconate. Can you think of any other symbol that represents “good” in almost all circumstances? 
Your Diaconate wishes you joyous and safe Christmas and New Year’s days. 

In Matthew’s Gospel, one of the names given to Jesus is Emmanuel, “God 
is with us.” We know that in Jesus, we receive the perfect gift of God being 
with us - a gift that is especially poignant and powerful in this year when so 
many of us have had to be physically apart from one another.

The Christmas Joy offering is a gift that supports leaders in the 
Presbyterian Church, including current and retired leaders and their 
families with critical financial needs, as well as supporting Presbyterian-
related colleges equipping future leaders in racially and ethnically diverse 
communities. We may not be able to meet face to face with those who 
need the support that our gifts provide, but we are very much still together.

Christmas Joy Special Offering

There are three ways to give: at the worship service on December 20, text JOY to 20222 to give $10, 
or give online at www.presbyterianmission.org/give/christmasjoy. If you have any questions, please 
reach out to Tracy Green at teverde.tg@gmail.com.

Five-Cents-a-Meal Offering
What can a nickel buy? In today’s economy, not much. But five cents can 
have a big impact when we join our nickels together for the Presbyterian 
Hunger Ministry. We collect for this ministry on the first Sunday of each 
month. If you were to set aside a nickel at every meal during the month, it 
would come to about $4.50. Once collected, we send these funds to the 
Presbytery of the James. The majority of funds distributed by the Hunger 
Ministry provide emergency food relief to people in need:

o Church emergency food centers
o School backpack programs
o County food pantries

Look for the mason jars in the Narthex this Sunday with the big 5 ¢ on the side.

http://www.presbyterianmission.org/give/christmasjoy


MUSIC NOTES
Thanks to the members of the CPC Choirs for their flexibility and ability to work creatively together to 
present music in worship virtually. This is a wonderful addition to our program and ability to obey the 
command of the psalmist to “Make a Joyful Noise unto the Lord! Come into His presence with Singing!” 

Thanks to: Warren Trevvett, Linn Coghill and Mark Entwistle for getting the music at CPC virtual! 
Thanks to the Arts Dream Team for their hard work in putting things together for the Arts. Things have 
morphed a little because of the holidays so double check the schedule below.
ARTS CLASSES:
Acrylics classes for Children – monthly classes with instruction for painting our own interpretation of 
masterworks. December’s class will be held on December 14 at 5:00 PM.
Acrylics classes for Adults – monthly classes with instruction for painting our own version of masterworks. 
December’s Class will be held December 14 at 7 PM.
Crafting classes for Children – monthly classes with instruction for creating seasonally appropriate 3D art. 
December’s Class will be held December 16 at 5 PM.
Crafting classes for Adults – monthly classes with instruction for creating seasonally appropriate 3D art. 
December’s Class will be held December 16 at 7 PM.
Bonsai classes for Children and Adults – quarterly classes with instruction for creating a personal bonsai 
tree. The next session is February 13, 2021.
Currently, Arts classes are held in Room 203.

All classes include fees for each session to cover the cost of materials provided. Registration forms are 
available in the narthex. 

CONCERT SERIES:
December 6, 6 PM - An Evening in December – a holiday program with favorite music presented by our 
Chancel Choir, Handbell Choir and special guests. This will be a Live Stream presentation. Check the 
church e-news or the website for the link.
January 16, 2021 6-8 PM in the Fellowship Hall – Silent Film with the Organ - Laurel and Hardy in Two 
Tars and Buster Keaton in The General.  Featuring Jon Durkovic at the Geissler Theatre organ. Limited 
seating available.
February 7, 2021 4:00 PM in the sanctuary – The Directors in Concert featuring a program presented by 
Aubrey Lindsay, Douglas-Jayd Burn and Jonathan Durkovic
April 18, 2021 6:00 PM – Dancing with the Stars – A program of dancing fun for all ages.
May 1, 2021 9:00 AM – 1:00 PM – Festival of the Arts – A program exploring the achievements of the 
classes of the year and exploration of new opportunities for the coming season.
Concert tickets will be available two weeks prior to each event. Tickets are to help us follow the capacity 
guidelines for personal safety. Tickets are free but donations are accepted. 
The Festival of Music and the Arts at Chester Presbyterian sponsorship program will open later this year.
PAX!
Jon



AROUND CPC
Jennifer Simonpietri has resigned from her role as 
bookkeeper in order to pursue other endeavors. We thank 
her for her many years of service as our bookkeeper and 
friend. She will be missed. So, CPC is in need of a 
bookkeeper/accountant. If you have any suggestions of 
someone who might be interested or whom we might 
contact for this important role, please contact Mark Rich —
(804)706-6650 or send an e-mail to 
PersonnelCPC@gmail.com.

If you are 70.5 years or older, the IRS allows you the benefit of withdrawing IRA assets and gifting them 
to a charity (QCD) and those withdrawals are not counted as income. This is a significant tax advantage.

Several key points if you use the Qualified Charitable Distribution:
• The check from your IRA must be made and given directly to the charity.
• The charity must cash your check by December 31, 2020.
• Steve Smith of Edward Jones Financial has an account in which your IRA money can be deposited, 

then Steve will be able to write the check to Chester Presbyterian Church.

If you have questions about this process for Steve, please give him a call at 804-530-1372.

Thank you for your stewardship and continued generous support of Chester Presbyterian Church.

CONSIDER THIS
QUALIFIED CHARITABLE 

DEDUCTION

The COVID-19 Cares Act of 2020 eliminated the
requirement for minimum distributions from IRAs for
everyone 72 years and older. This is for 2020 only.
However, this act doesn’t prohibit voluntary
withdrawals from an IRA. Your continued generous
support using your IRA to fund an Ignite
commitment or Church financial pledge, would be
most appreciated and helpful during this
challenging financial era.

mailto:PersonnelCPC@gmail.com


AROUND CPC

Every Tuesday from
5:00PM to 5:30PM

Fellowship Hall Parking Lot
Call the church office by 3:00pm each Tuesday 

to reserve your meal.

Fresh, hot and home cooked 
delivered directly to your car!

Go to
www.Kroger.com/CommunityRewards

to choose CPC as your charity.

MONTHLY MISSION HIGHLIGHT – BACKPACK BUDDIES PROGRAM
During 2012, Sue Williams recognized a need for food justice in our community. Sue contacted 
Communities In Schools (CIS) of Chesterfield, whose mission is to surround students with a 
community of support and empower children, who face challenges both inside and outside the 
classroom, to stay in school. In January 2013, a group of Chester Presbyterian Church members 
who shared Sue’s call to action, embarked on a food assistance program by collaborating with 
school counselors at Marguerite Christian Elementary School to identify at-risk students. 
CPC’s new program was named Backpack Buddies 
and provided weekend meals to students who would 
have little to no food when not at school. The 
program is now in its 8th year of providing up to 25 
students with seven meals every weekend 
throughout the school year. The Mission Committee 
thanks all our members for your monetary support of 
this program and is grateful for the volunteers that 
shop for food, pack bags or provide food donations. 

In April of 2020, our program was paused due to the pandemic and Chesterfield County Public 
Schools’ initiative to provide extra weekend meals to students. Although our weekly program is 
suspended for a time, our support continues during this Christmas season by providing Food Lion 
gift cards to twenty Marguerite Christian Elementary School families to purchase food. 

http://www.kroger.com/CommunityRewards


3 THINGS YOU NEED TO KNOW

    

For more information, contact Kim at 
804-748-9465 or visit our website at 

cpcpreschool.org.

CPC FOOD PANTRY
The food pantry is continuing to provide food bags to those in need in our 
community and through CCHASM. 

Our pantry shelves need your help so that we may continue to provide to 
the members of our community. Donations can be dropped off Monday 
through Friday from 10:00AM to 1:00PM

We need the following:

Canned Chicken Breast/Tuna, Cereal, Soup, Jelly,
Coffee/Tea, $10 Kroger gift cards

NOVEMBER SESSION HIGHLIGHTS
 Session approved the request for the baptism of Georgia Gill Taylor, the grandchild 

of Lin and Margaret Gill scheduled for December 24, 2020.

 Session approved extending the current worship pattern through March 28, 2020.

 The CPC Treasurer, Anne Kalemjian, reported on the October financials.

 Session approved the COVID Response Team’s request to follow the Governor’s 
Best Practices guidelines including suspending in-person choral singing in worship; 
and to switch the December 6 program entitled “An Evening in December” to a 
virtual event.



FINANCE & STEWARDSHIP UPDATE

Your prompt attention to annual and Ignite commitments allows CPC to meet the 
challenges of ministry and pay down debt principle each month.

Thank you for your generosity!

YTD Actual YTD Budget Difference

359,875 338,228 21,647
18,743 28,824 (10,080)
59,743 0 59,743

0 0 0
438,361 367,052 71,309

264,017 283,985 19,969
32,833 37,377 4,543

5,840 13,111 7,271
64,085 75,900 11,815
60,487 55,188 (5,300)

0 0 0
427,262 465,560 38,298

11,099 (98,509) 109,607

Total Ignite Income from 
last month

Revenue from 
this month Expenses

Ending 
Ignite 

Income

Amount paid 
on Mortgage 
to date

Amount to 
pay on 

mortgage 
this month

425,289.03 11,163.00 0.00 436,452.03 425,289.03     11,163.00 

Mortgage Balance $465,686.57
Ignite Pledge Balance $220,668.00

**All numbers rounded to nearest dollar, which can cause slight “differences” in totals

  Total Expenses

Net Total(3)

Ignite Campaign

(1) Revenues – Items in RED are where we are behind on income
(2) Expenses – Items in RED are where have spent more than expected
(3) Net Total – RED on this line means we are behind where we would like to be

   Long term Planning

   Offerings (Pledge and Loose)
   Other Revenue
   Payroll Protection Program
   Special Gift
Total Revenues
Expenses(2)
   Salary & Benefits
   Presbytery and Benevolence
   Worship/CE/Membership/Music/Stewards
   Plant Operations & Church Admin
   Mortgage Loan & Insurance

Revenues(1)

Chester Presbyterian Church, Inc.
Analysis of Revenues & Expenses - Summary

For October YTD

Headings and Account



STAY IN TOUCH
STAY IN TOUCH
CPC has many ways of staying in touch while we practice social distancing!  

FACEBOOK
Like Chester Presbyterian Church on Facebook and enjoy daily prayer 
and much more!

WEEKLY EMAIL BLAST
Stay up to date on all the great things happening at the church with our 
weekly email newsletter.

WEBSITE
Check out the church calendar, view sermons or make a donation. 
Everything you are looking for is on our website!

YOU TUBE CHANNEL
Weekly worship service is posted on the Chester Presbyterian Church 
YouTube Channel. Grab a cup of coffee and enjoy service from home.

Keep in touch with all your friends at church. Email the church office at 
office@chesterpres.org to have an account created.

CHURCH LIFE APP

Gordon B. Mapes, III
Pastor

gmapes@chesterpres.org

Linn Coghill
Membership Coordinator
lcoghill@chesterpres.org

Sandra Bottoms
Director of Christian Formation

sbottoms@chesterpres.org

Kim Hopkins
Preschool Director

preschool@chesterpres.org

Kathy Peebles
Financial Secretary

financial.sec@chesterpres.org

Anne Kalemjian
Treasurer

treasurer@chesterpres.org

Jon Durkovic
Music Director

jdurkovic@ chesterpres.org

Marcie Murphy
Church Administrator

office@ chesterpres.org

Staff Contact Information
(804) 748-4636     www.chesterpres.org     Office Hours:   8:30AM – 3:00PM
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