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No Longer Strangers…

Isaac Watts wrote his first poem when he was seven and his last when he was in his seventies. 
Often called the “godfather of English hymnody” he wrote 750 hymns, many some of the most 
sublime and noblest in the English language. His first poem was offered for the prize of a farthing 
his mother promised to the child with the best poem in a family contest. One of nine, young Isaac 
won with this couplet:

I write not for a farthing, but to try
How I your farthing author’s can outvie!

Declining health forced an early retirement from the pulpit and Watts began to focus on a life-long 
dream, setting the Psalms to lyric in a Christian framework. Included in that 1719 volume was a 
rendition of Psalm 98. In the Psalm, Watts read back into it all the joy of the coming Messiah. 
Watts wrote his finest Christmas hymn basing his work on Ps. 98:4, 6, 8 & 9, (Make a joyful noise 
unto the Lord, all the earth; make a loud noise and rejoice and sing praise; Let the floods clap their 
hands, let the hills be joyful together before the Lord, for he cometh…) 

Joy to the world, The Lord is come, Let earth receive her King;
Let every heart prepare him room, And heav’n and nature sing.

Down through three centuries, “Joy to the World” has become a beloved Christmas hymn. In 
commemoration of its 300th anniversary, we will use this majestic poem, --set to a musical theme 
adapted from Handel’s Messiah—as the framework for our worship pilgrimage through Advent and 
Christmas. Watt’s interpretation of the Psalm invites us to sing a “new song” in a powerful 
performance of all creation (Heaven and nature sing!). And as we do, we recognize that “joy” is 
anything but a synonym for “happiness.” For we will discover on this Advent/Christmas journey that 
the depths of joy can be found especially in the midst of suffering, the work of justice and our 
personal ministries of compassion. 

As one of the world’s most joyful souls, who experienced the depths of suffering, Bishop Desmond 
Tutu, notes: “As we discover more joy, we can face suffering in a way that ennobles rather than 
embitters. We have hardship without becoming hard. We have heartbreak without being broken.” 

Join us as Heaven and Nature lead us in singing “Joy to the World” this Advent/Christmas.

Shalom,



NOVEMBER SESSION HIGHLIGHTS

DEACON’S BENCH

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES

Christmas is so important to us today, that many people believe it to be the most important 
celebration in the Christian calendar. If you ask theologians, you may get a different opinion. For 
many Christians, Easter is the most important celebration, as it marks the time when Jesus died for 
our sins and rose again. The early Christians did not celebrate the birth of Christ. A close reading of 
the Gospels shows that no reference is made to the exact date of Jesus’ birth, nor does the Bible 
exhort the followers to celebrate the event.

As Christianity began to take root and spread over the Roman Empire and beyond, missionaries 
were pragmatic enough to know that new adherents to the religion would be more likely to remain 
loyal if they could continue to enjoy the pagan celebrations that had hitherto been part of their lives.  
The winter solstice, important in many other traditions, was chosen as a time to celebrate the birth 
of Christ. The first Christmas was celebrated in the year 337, under Constantine. (From Rebecca 
Bloom, Listland).

Let us keep in our prayers those who may be sad or lonely during this holiday season.

Please remember that HOME COMMUNION is available for our home bound church members.
RIDES TO CHURCH can be arranged for members in need of this service. Contact your deacon.

• Shared a wonderful meal by the Mission Committee;

• At the request of Rusty Hopkins’ family, motion made, seconded and carried to approve the 
baptism of Sophie Hopkins scheduled for December 8, 2019;



Our Food Pantry has been working hard
keeping up with the needs of our community.

CHRISTMAS MOTHER

CPC FOOD PANTRY

The Presbyterian Women of CPC requests your support of the
Chesterfield-Colonial Heights Christmas Mother program. We have
adopted a family with three children. A 12 year old boy and girl twins
who are 6 years old. We will provide each child with a new outfit,
underwear, socks, one large toy and some small wish list items. The
gift will also include a gift certificate to be used for Christmas dinner.
PW invites you to join us as we shop on Monday Dec. 2 at 6 pm
Walmart in Chester. Donations may be placed in the offering plate,
please note on the memo line PW Christmas Mother. Please contact
Karen Clifton with any questions, 804-402-7053

We are in need of
Rice, spaghetti sauce, chili

cereal, jelly, hamburger helper
and canned fruit

KROGER REWARDS
Using your Kroger Rewards card each time 
you visit your local Kroger, you can 
contribute a small portion of your total 
purchases, to CPC. 
Go to www.Kroger.com/CommunityRewards
to choose CPC as your charity of choice.

AMAZON SMILE
Celebration Season is here!! Remember as 
you plan to purchase gifts on-line thru 
Amazon to use SmileAmazon.com and 
contribute a small portion of your purchase 
amount to CPC.

CHRISTMAS TREE NEEDED
The Chrismon tree in the fellowship hall 
needs to be replaced after this Christmas 
season. If you have a 7ft+ artificial tree in 
good shape at home that you are willing to 
donate to the church, contact Linn Coghill 
Lcoghill@chesterpres.org or 804.748.4636.



Chester PC Youth were able to assemble 50 baskets from all the food donated by the 
congregation. Packed by Jake and Ella Harris, Kristina Wood, Chase and Abby Fesperman, Josh 
Wood, Maddie Wade, Ryan and Rachel Barlow.

CCHASM THANKSGIVING BASKETS

The joy of a Thanksgiving meal for 50 families are the result of this wonderful event this year.

To all youth and parents who manned the CCHASM board each Sunday.
To all Chester members who donated food or gift cards.
To Florria Barlow and Corri Miller-Hobbs who coordinated this effort. 



Parents with children ages 4 through grade 5, drop your children off 
with us and go enjoy an evening out!

Dinner will be provided as wells as crafts and the movie “The Star”. 
The cost is $5.00 per child which will go towards youth trips this 
summer.  

Youth, grades 6 and up, volunteers are needed to assist the adult 
leaders for the evening.

Please RSVP or contact to volunteer
Sally Noe at noewhere@verizon.net or Mary Schiano at 

schianoinn59@outlook.com

THE KIDS WILL PLAY…     WHILE THE PARENTS ARE AWAY!

FA LA LA LA
Youth Christmas Caroling

December 16

6:00 – 8:00PM

Youth group will be caroling to our homebound 
members.  

All youth, as well as 1-2 adult volunteers, are welcome. 

Please contact Andrea Harris at (757) 620-1158 or 
arharris75@gmail.com if you would like to participate.



LUNCH BUNCH
Will  meet at Cesare’s I tal ian Restaurant at 12:30.   Bring a fr iend 
new or known!  RSVP to Todd and Cynthia Woerner at 
(908) 310-8929.

SATURDAY MEN’S BREAKFAST
Join us in the fel lowship hal l  Saturday morning
at 8:00AM

XYZ’S COVERED DISH CHRISTMAS PARTY
Will  meet at 11:45AM in the fel lowship hal l .  Come enjoy food, 
fun and seasonal music by Douglas-Jayd Burn.  

RICHMOND BRASS CONSORT HOLIDAY CONCERT

GRACE CAFEEVERY
TUESDAY

Join us each Tuesday from 5:30 to 6:30 in the fel lowship hal l  for 
a hot home cooked meal!
*Grace Café w il l  be closed December 24 and 31
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The Richmond Brass and Percussion Consort will be performing popular 
Christmas music. This concert promises to be an enjoyable evening for the 
whole family.
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ELUSIVE JOY
7:00PM in the Sanctuary for a service that will allow for sacred grief and a 
sparking the flames of hope and gratitude.



Thank you for your generosity.

Your prompt attention to annual and Ignite commitments allows CPC to meet the 
challenges of ministry and pay down debt principle each month.

As the year draws to a close we are most grateful for your 2019 financial commitments and 
the extra contributions that many have made.

YTD Actual YTD Budget Difference

356,389 341,310 15,079
13,320 18,276 (4,955)

0 0 0
369,710 359,586 10,124

248,686 256,161 7,475
29,620 31,167 1,547

8,338 10,638 2,301
76,662 72,865 (3,797)
93,091 92,983 (108)

0 0 0
456,397 463,815 7,419

(86,687) (104,229) 17,542

Total Ignite Income 
from last month

Revenue from 
this month Expenses

Ending Ignite 
Income

Amount paid 
on Mortgage 
to date

Amount to pay 
on mortgage 
this month

207,633.32 24,638.00 0.00 232,271.32 207,633.32     24,638.00       

Mortgage balance 706280.84

**All numbers rounded to nearest dollar, which can cause slight “differences” in totals

Chester Presbyterian Church, Inc.
Analysis of Revenues & Expenses - Summary

For October YTD

Headings and Account
Revenues(1)
   Offerings (Pledge and Loose)
   Other Revenue
   Special Gift
  Total Revenues
Expenses(2)
   Salary & Benefits
   Presbytery and Benevolence
   Worship/CE/Membership/Music/Stewardship
   Plant Operations & Church Admin

(1) Revenues – Items in RED are where we are behind on income
(2) Expenses – Items in RED are where have spent more than expected
(3) Net Total – RED on this line means we are behind where we would like to be

   Mortgage Loan & Insurance
   Long term Planning
  Total Expenses

Net Total(3)

Ignite Campaign


