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No Longer Strangers… 
 

In the winter of 1991 I knew I had found the girl for me.  I was in love with Susan and excited about the idea of 
asking her to marry me.  There was just one hitch, I was a dirt poor rural pastor with no assets.  As I remember I 
had a $600 credit limit.  My dilemma?  How do I go about buying an engagement ring with such a meagre  
portfolio?  
 

Then it hit me, “portfolio!”  Well, at least as it was for me.  Some years earlier I had been gifted stock in a com-
pany.  That was my portfolio, shares of stock in exactly one company.  Not exactly Warren Buffet style.  But 
guess what, my shares of Ben & Jerry’s added up to enough to cover all but a year’s worth of payments on the 
engagement ring I had my heart set on.  The door was open.  On New Year’s Eve 1991 I had the ring and the 
question and off we went. 
 

Those memories highlight two words that will rattle around in my brain throughout August, “study” and 
“focus.”  It took focused study on my part to try and solve the ring purchase challenge.  I had forgotten I had 
that stock, so as the problem worked over and over in my head, I finally remembered.  
 

That work returns this month as we engage in a feasibility “study” to discern our capacity for addressing our 
debt.  A significant component of the “study” will be “focus” groups offered this month (8/12, 14, 16, 19 & 21).  
In the coming days you will learn how to sign-up and attend a focus group.  I urge you to accept this invitation. 
During the focus groups you will have the opportunity to learn about our debt, how we can eliminate it, and the 
session’s plan for doing so.  There will also be plenty for time for Q&A about the plan, why now and what the 
future may hold for CPC. 
 

In the winter of 1991 a wonderful door to the future opened to me. In a similar way, we at CPC stand before 
another door with great possibility for opening it into an exciting future of ministry possibilities.  
 

Shalom, 

Hymn Sing and Ice Cream Social 
Sunday, August 26, 3:30P.M. 

 

Join the combined congregations and choirs of Chester Presbyterian and Bethesda 

Baptist Church under the direction of our Music Director, Jim Dorn, together with 

Antonio Hill, Music Director at Bethesda 

Baptist, on Sunday, August 26 at 3:30 for a 

Hymn Sing, followed directly by an Ice Cream Social.  We will sing 

hymns from both traditions. 
 

It doesn’t get any better than combining hymns and ice cream, so come 

and join your friends! 
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MUSICAL NOTES  
by Jim Dorn 

 

 

This Sunday, August 5, we will welcome back our musician 
friend and neighbor, Noah Slate.  Noah is a graduate of  
Thomas Dale, and a student at the Berklee College of  
Music.  He just completed his first year of studies at their  
campus in Valencia, Spain, and will continue this fall at their 
Boston campus.  At the 10:00am service, Noah will perform 
music for French Horn by Franz Strauss and Alexandre  
Glazounow. 

 
 
Sunday, August 26, 3:30P.M., please join us 
for a Hymn Sing in the Sanctuary, followed 
by an ice cream social in the fellowship 
hall.  We will be joined by musicians and 
members of Bethesda Baptist. 
 

 
 

Summer Choir continues with rehearsals in the sanctuary at 9:15, preceding the 
10:00A.M. service.  All are welcome!  
  
The Chancel Choir will resume rehearsals on Thursday, September 13 at 
7:30P.M. in the Trevvett Music Room 213. 

Welcomes you  

for Dinner  

Every Tuesday  

5:30 – 6:30P.M.  

 

Men of  the Church 
    

  Men’s Breakfast  
 

August 4 
 8:00A.M.    

 

Come out for a fun time,  
breakfast, fellowship, and  

Bible study.   
 

For more details,  
contact Cliff Noe,  

noetinman@verizon.net  

Staff  Contact 

Information 
 

804-748-4636 
 

Gordon B. Mapes, III 

Pastor 

gmapes@chesterpres.org 

 

Linn Coghill 

Membership Coordinator 

lcoghill@chesterpres.org 

 

James Dorn 

Director of Music 

jdorn@chesterpres.org 

 

Jacqueline Poliquin 

Church Administrator 

office@chesterpres.org 

 

Kim Hopkins 

Preschool Director 

748-9465, preschool@chesterpres.org 

 

Sandra Walker 

Financial Secretary 

financial.sec@chesterpres.org 

 

www.chesterpres.org 

Office Hours:   9:00A.M. - 4:30P.M. 

Our Food Pantry  
Needs Your Help!   

 

On average our church  provides food for  3-
5 families per week.  Following are August’s 
“foods of the week.”  As always, $10 Kroger 
cards are needed and appreciated.  Thank 
you! 

 8/5 Canned Vegetables 

8/12  Chili / Beef-A-Roni 

8/19  Boxed Potatoes / Stuffing 

8/26 Canned Chicken / Tuna 
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Lemonade on the Lawn! 
 

Lemonade and cookies are served each Sunday following 10:00A.M. worship, except on 

First Sunday Fellowship days.  Church members host.  Take this opportunity to fellow-

ship with your CPC friends. 

Lunch Bunch 
 

We will gather at the Dockside Restaurant on Jordan Point 
Rd in Hopewell on Aug 12 at 11:45A.M.  Bring a friend or 
a new acquaintance!  As always please let us know if you 
will be joining us so we can call the restaurant with a num-
ber on the Friday before we meet.  If you would like a ride, 
let us know and we will arrange one!                             
 

                                                       -Bob and Marnie Brown 

First Sunday Fellowship  
 

August 5   

Hot Dogs and Melons!  

 

Stay after worship this Sunday for hot dogs 

on the grill, beans, chips and enjoy cold  

watermelon on the lawn. Event will be held in 

the fellowship hall in case of rain or excessive 

heat. Donations accepted to cover costs. 

College Addresses Needed 
 

College students, the Presbyterian Women would like to keep in touch with 

you while you are away at school. Please be sure to  

forward your updated contact information, including name of  

the school you will be attending, mailing address, email address,  

and cell phone number to Jacqueline at office@chesterpres.org. 

Learning God’s Stories Together, Again 
 

   This summer Christian Education is going to continue with the series we started last year.  We will start with “Food  

 for the Journey” as we explore topics like Martha learning about food, the Last Supper, preparing for the journey 

across the desert, and Dorcas and Anna. The summer will end looking at bullies with topics like 

Samson and Delilah, David and Goliath, and Saul learning about Jesus. 
 

We are looking for families to host different weeks.  If you are interested in teaching a week, 

please contact Lucinda Wood at lwilsonwood3@gmail.com. 
 

Whether you want to host a Sunday or just want to have a wonderful Sunday school  

experience, plan on attending Summer Sunday School at 9:00A.M. in the fellowship hall! 

mailto:office@chesterpres.org
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Food Stories! 
 

Each of us has a food story that is continuously written with memories and lessons about that which satisfies 
and sustains us.  As this chapter of my food story comes to a 
close, I am excited for the opportunity to share my experience 
as a Boston Food Justice Young Adult Volunteer with you.  
Without the support of Chester Presbyterian Church, I would 
not have been able to spend a year working for a hunger relief 
organization, immersing myself in the local food movement, 
and living in intentional Christian community.  
 

Join me for a locally sourced lunch, a time for sharing food 
stories, and a conversation about food justice in our  
community!  
    -Stuart Mapes 

 

September 9, 11:15 fellowship hall.  

Faith Night at The Diamond 
 

Thursday, August 9 is Faith Night at the Diamond.  It’s the Flying 

Squirrels vs. the Binghamton Rumble Ponies.  Game time is 

6:35P.M. with post-game  fireworks.  Gates open at 5:30P.M. Ticket 

price is $8.00/person for terrace level reserved seats.  If  interested, 

sign-up in the narthex or contact Linn Coghill at 748-4636, 

lcoghill@chesterpres.org, by noon on Monday, August 6. 

Feasibility Study 
 

The Session has secured a consultant, Sean Mitchell of Generosity Development,  
to guide us through a Feasibility Study. You are invited to join a Focus Group to 
meet with other members to gather perspectives on the plan and pre-determine  
the campaign commitment level.   Feedback from the groups will enable the  
leadership to discern if now is an appropriate time to begin a capital campaign.   
The purpose of this campaign will be to eliminate our debt and deepen the  
Church’s commitment to our values and mission. 
 
Focus Groups will be held:                        
                        
                        
                        
                        
 
 
 
Enroll in the Narthex or by e-mail to office@chesterpres.org.   
 
Be informed!  Participate!  We need your feedback! 

Sunday, August 12        11:00A.M. Sunday, August 19           8:45A.M. 

Tuesday, August 14         7:00P.M. Tuesday, August 21         7:00P.M. 

Thursday, August 16       7:00P.M.  
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Rafters Experience the Ride of  a 

Lifetime at Rolling River Rampage 

 

 Boatloads of  “rafters” were wandering 

around Chester Presbyterian Church with their 

guides during the week of  July 16. They were 

busy having fun learning Bible stories, singing songs, making crafts, observing and participating in 

science, playing games, and eating yummy snacks like s’mores on a stick during our Rolling River 

Rampage Vacation Bible School. All of  these wonderful experiences for the 75-85 children who 

attended each day would not have been possible without the dedicated people who gave of  their 

time to plan, prepare, and guide our rafters from place to place throughout the week. Thank you 

to the members who collected water bottles and lent us materials to transform our building into 

the Rolling River. We would also like to thank the following people for donating their time and  

creative energies to making our Vacation Bible School a success:  

 

Mary Alfred 

Ryan Barlow 

Gracie Cavey 

Stacy Cavey 

Andrea Clough 

Lydia Clough 

Blake Correa 

Brad Correa 

Jim Dorn 

Sharon Entwistle 

Bruce Fletcher 

Liz Fletcher 

Nancy Gefvert 

Barbara Geisler 

Don Geisler 

Marcia Hale 

Susan Hastings 

Dave Hendler 

Susan Hendler 

Catherine Hobbs 

Austin Jeter 

 

Elizabeth Johnson 

Gordon Mapes 

Susan Mapes 

Cathy Marny 

Laurie Martens 

Marybeth Martens 

Diana Martyn 

Kate McGregor 

C J Milazzo 

Kayleigh Milazzo 

Corri Miller-Hobbs 

Nancy Muller 

Cliff  Noe 

Sally Noe 

Jude Osborne 

Tori Osborne 

Becky Peebles 

Erin Peebles 

Kathy Peebles 

Jacqueline Poliquin 

Jared Reed 

 

Denise Schiano 

Mary Schiano 

Brita Simmons 

Warren Trevvett 

Jane Ward 

Jerry Wohnig 

DT Wood 

Jana Wood 

Joshua Wood 

Ken Wood 

Kristina Wood 

Lucinda Wood 

Tori Wood 
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CHESTER PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH 

3424 W Hundred Rd 

Chester, VA  23831 
 

God’s call to Chester Presbyterian Church  
is to:  Deliver God’s Word.  Grow  in  Faith.  

Serve All People. 

 

 

Campers may still enroll for 

a week-long session of  Club 

SciKidz  

Summer Camp  

August 5-Aug 10 at CPC! 

Name Badges 
 

If  you are interested in ordering a permanent name badge, please 
contact Linn Coghill (748-4636 or lcoghill@chesterpres.org). The  
cost is $12.00 per name badge. You may leave your name badge  
on the Name Tag board each week when you leave so that it will 
be at church for you each week. An order will be placed in  
mid-September. 

Congratulations, 
Debi Graves! 

 

CPC’s own Debra Graves completed her Doctorate of Education 

with a concentration in Curricu-

lum and Instruction at Liberty 

University this summer.  Faith and 

daily prayed enabled her to find 

the motivation to stick with her 

program for 7 long years, always 

keeping in mind 3 verses:  

“Prepare your minds for ac-

tion”  (1Peter 1:13); “Whatever you 

do, do your work hearti-

ly” (Colossians 3:23); and 

“Whatever your hand finds to do, 

do it with all your 

might”  (Ecclesiaastes 9:10). 


