
 

 

Newsletter of  Chester Presbyterian Church                                                                          April 2021 

No Longer Strangers… 
 

This month we begin a new sermon series: Living in a Postresurrection World. One of the central 
messages of our faith is often overlooked, that Christ is present in and through all things. That 
means that everything is sacred, every moment is holy. That can be a hard thing to remember in a 
pandemic. Yet it also offers us a comforting reminder that Christ is with us for every step of the jour-
ney. It is good news that Christ is risen and is present in every aspect of our lives and the world. 
Embracing this good news can open our eyes to ways we may I awe, even in the mundane and or-
dinary moments of life. 

Participating recently in a call with Chesterfield clergy and the region’s health director, Dr. Alexan-
der Samuel, it was heartening to learn of the positive trajectory of the vaccination roll-out in the 
county. Each week, the number of available vaccines is increasing. It has been good to hear of 
many of you receiving yours or getting an upcoming date to start the process. I was glad to get my 
shots this month and encourage everyone to get vaccinated. It is a simple way to care, not just for 
our own health, but also that of the community. 

As the progress over the pandemic continues to increase and vaccinations become more readily 
available, the session has taken tentative steps to return to in-person worship. The session will use 
its April meeting to gauge where vaccine roll-out is, and the level of new cases appearing in the 
county, and if the way continues to be clear, May 2, 2021 has been set for that return. At this time, it 
is understood that safety protocols (masks, distance, no-touch, etc.) will still need to be practiced. 
Nevertheless, what a joy it will be to once again gather in person to worship the Lord. I hope you 
can make plans to join us that day, as well as virtually until that time. 

Shalom, 

Crocuses, daffodils, hyacinths, 
and dandelions are all pop-
ping up, with bees buzzing 
and Lulu dancing all over the 
yard. The donkeys and the 
chickens are loving the warm-

er weather and frankly, so am I. The Osbornes all chose to have the vaccine, and as of today we 
all are done. I walked out with my completed card feeling like Rocky - ready to take on the world! 
It has been a tough year for everyone, but the end of the pandemic is in sight. Better yet, you can 
feel the end is near. Spring has never meant so much. Hang in there my friends. Visualize that 
first “in house” service we will hold in our beautiful sanctuary... soon... the hugs and handshakes 
and chatter...the music... God’s word...the love...I can’t wait! Promise me - I mean it! That first ser-
vice back, search me out for I have a backlog of hugs I just gotta give out. Peace and Prayers! 

 - Jude Osborne 



 

 

         One Great Hour of Sharing 2021 
 

For over 70 years, One Great Hour of Sharing has provided Presbyteri-
ans a way to share God’s love with our neighbors in need around the 
world. The three programs supported by One Great Hour of Sharing - 
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance, the Presbyterian Hunger Program, 
and Self-Development of People - all work in different ways to serve 
individuals and communities in need. From initial disaster response to 
ongoing community development, their work fits together to provide 
people with safety, sustenance, and hope. 
 
Please plan to give generously to this opportunity to impact the lives of 
so many in so many ways! Simply contribute as you normally do 
through any of our church’s means of giving, making a special notation 
that your gift is for “One Great Hour of Sharing.”  

Holy Week and Easter Services 
 

Maundy Thursday  and Good Friday worship will be available on our FaceBook and YouTube 

pages at 7:00P.M, on April 1 and April 2.  
 

Easter Drive-In Service* will be held April 4 at 

10:00A.M. This is a communion Sunday, so please plan 

to bring communion elements (bread and juice) with you. 

We’ll have a limited supply available on site.  
 

*ushers needed! 

Flowering the Cross & Butterfly Release 

On Easter day, April 4, take part in illustrating the majestic beauty of 
God’s redeeming act by flowering the cross. Everyone in your house-
hold is invited to bring cut flowers to worship that day. Each will have 
an opportunity to beautify a cross on this special occasion. Bring one, 
bring a bouquet – together we’ll show the world the beauty of Jesus’ 
resurrection. Once you park your car, just remember to wear your 
mask and social distance when walk over to place your flowers on the 
cross. You will find it near the main entrance to the church. 
 

We’ll also share in the glory of the resurrection with a butterfly release! 

Ushers and Greeters Needed! 
In-person worship returns soon. Something we all look forward to! We enjoy attending each week, 
but please remember what it takes to assist in worship each week. For that to happen, we need 
many volunteers to serve each Sunday as ushers and greeters…. enough so that the same people 
do not have to serve more than once a month. That takes a lot of volunteers! Volunteer please!  
It’s easy to serve. And it’s also a wonderful way to see your friends…and meet new ones. Contact 
me as soon as you can! Linn Coghill (804-748-4636, or Lcoghill@chesterpres.org) 



 

 

CPC ARTS Sponsorship Opportunities 

Have you been enjoying the Arts at Chester Presbyterian Church with 
events such as the virtual Christmas concert, silent movie night, paint-
ing or crafting classes? Are you looking forward to the events yet to 
come: more silent movies; dance, theatre, mime and puppet pro-
grams? We invite you to help support our arts programs by becoming 
a Sponsor of the Arts at Chester Presbyterian Church.  

Sponsorship levels: 

Bronze $25, Silver $50, Gold $100, Platinum $500+ 

For your support, your name will be included in our event programs 
and we’ll host a special event just for sponsors later in the year. If you 
prefer, we can keep your contribution anonymous.  

Please make your contributions payable to the Arts at Chester Presbyterian, account number 
8690-7. If you contribute, please let Jon know so he may add your name to the appropriate Spon-
sor group heading. Join our sponsors in supporting this opportunity to present the arts to our 
broader community. 

Souper Bowl of Caring 2021 
 
We are pleased to announce CPC’s response to this year’s “Souper Bowl of Caring.” Your generous 
donations of food items went to our food pantry, and your monetary contributions will help our part-
ner organization in the community – the Chesterfield Food Bank. By sharing with our neighbors in 
this way, we are responding to what Jesus called us to do in Matthew 25 (verse 35a)…I was hungry 
and you gave me food to eat. 
 
The youth of Chester say, “Thank you! Way to go, Team CPC!” 



 

 

We all have times in our lives when we need just a little affirming nudge of comfort that God is with 
us. Sometimes he delivers in ways we cannot even imagine. Early this past February I was an over-
night patient at Richmond’s oldest - Retreat Doctors Hospital. As February 9 was deep in the throes 
of COVID-19 restrictions, my wife Karen was only allowed to walk me into the lobby of the hospital 
and kiss me goodbye until tomorrow on the day of my surgery. That was a bitter pill to swallow for 
sure. I was then escorted down the long hallway to the elevators taking me up to the second floor 
where my surgical team awaited. It was then that I was craving a nudge! 

Into the preparation room where many folks were being readied for surgery, I was soon introduced 
to my nurse Carolyn. Keep in mind that the nurses were assigned randomly? Yeah right! God knew 
just what he was doing when Carolyn was assigned to me. I was greeted and asked from where 
around Richmond I hailed from and I proudly answered from the south side of the river in Chester, 
VA! My nurse Carolyn then informed me that she and her first husband were married by the minister 
of Chester Presbyterian Church back in the late 70’s on the front lawn of “Massanetta Springs” 
where they had met  one Summer. Do you remember Rev. Harold Reagan, she asked? I responded 
that he was there before my time began at Chester Presbyterian in 1985, but that I had heard great 
things about his ministry there.  

It’s amazing how a child named Roger had attended summer adventure camp at that very same 
place called Massanetta in ’71 and ’72, and eventually moved to Chester in the mid 80’s. God wasn’t 
done yet however! After we had discussed the Massanetta connection, I told her that I was from 
Danville, VA, and had attended and worked as a counselor at a Presbyterian Church camp “Hat 
Creek” in the former Blue Ridge Presbytery. The camp was located near Brookneal, VA, just down 
the road from Patrick Henry’s home, “Red Hill”. Amazingly, she informed me that she too had been a 
counselor at “Hat Creek” in 1977 and then I said, well, I was a counselor there in ’79 and ’80! We 
then discovered that we knew a number of the same people who had been counselors there and 
that lived in her hometown of South Boston, VA. The “Hat Creek” - South Boston connection then 
lead to friends in Boy and Girl Scouting! Add my hometown of Danville to the story and I discover my 
nurse had served with my friend Lynne Motley on the Presbyterian Youth Council! We also shared a 
fondness for Bea Mills from the Presbytery office. 

While all the connections were being made, my preparation for surgery had been completed. The 
next thing I knew I was drifting slowly to sleep as my stretcher was being rolled down the hallway for 
my procedure. Thankfully my surgery was successful. The next day came and one of the first folks to 
check on me was my prep nurse Carolyn Good Sweetland! I knew then that God had been with me 
the whole time. I had entered the hospital the day before feeling a slight bit of anxiety. My fears had 
been erased without me even realizing it as the revelation of growing up in our “Presbyterian Family” 
had provided just the diversion I needed as I headed into surgery. That next day I was very excited 
to know I would soon see my wife and be able to kiss her again that afternoon. Only then could I 
begin healing. 

I know now that God’s little nudges often come when we least expect them, but usually come when 
we need them the most.                                                                                                                            

Roger Clifton 



 

 

The Arts at CPC are alive and well! 

DRAMA in the ARTS at Chester Presbyterian – 

Thank you to the members of the Mime Troupe that have gathered to present the Passion Mime to 
be aired on CPC FB and YouTube at 7 PM on Maundy Thursday, April 1. Members are Dorinda 
Davidson, Ann Dunbar, Deborah Regal, Rusty Hopkins, and Jon Durkovic. 
 
Thanks to all of the PUPPET ministry voices, puppeteers and tech crew! Our homemade puppet 
show,  ”Understanding the King”, (Palm Sunday from the animal’s perspective),  part of our Palm 
Sunday morning service on March 28. Our thanks to Jude Osborne for directing and Autumn 
Fesperman for the new backdrop.  

 
ARTS CLASSES - 

Acrylics classes for Adults and Children – monthly classes with 
instruction for painting our own interpretation of masterworks. The 
next class is March 15 with Children at 5 PM and Adults at 7 PM. 
 
The Masterwork for painting in April is Van Gogh’s Sunflowers in 
a Vase 1888. 
 
 
Crafting classes for Adults and Children - Monthly classes with 
instruction for creating seasonally appropriate 3D art. The next 
class is March 22 at 5 PM for Children and 7 PM for Adults. 

 
Crafting for April will be Hand painted Metal flowers for your deck 
or door. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Currently, Arts classes are held in Room 213. 
 
All classes include fees for each session to cover the cost of ma-
terials provided. Registration forms are available in the church 
narthex and online. 
 
Check elsewhere in the Newsletter for information about how 
you can sponsor the ARTS at CPC.  



 

 

 

I want to thank everyone for the 

cards, emails, prayers, sympa-

thies and comforting words our 

family has received on the pass-

ing of my Dad.  

  

The love and caring helps with 

the healing process and we are 

fortunate to have a loving church family. Blessings 

to all of you.  

Bridget Lehman and Family 

CPC Session In Review 
 

   At the March 21 stated meeting: 

Graduate Information Needed 
 

Can you believe that graduation season will soon be 

here? If you or your student are graduating this 

spring, please contact Linn Coghill 

(lcoghill@chesterpres.org) with the following infor-

mation: graduate’s name, address, school and type 

of degree that will be received (if applicable).  

 

Graduate in-

formation is 

needed for all 

high school, 

college,  

technical or 

advanced de-

gree students.  

On average our church provides 
food for 3 to 5 families per week. We 
are currently in need of Beef-a-Roni, 
rice, beans (black, pinto, etc.) &  
cream soup.  

As always, $10 Kroger  gift cards 

are needed and appreciated. 

Thank you for  

your generosity! 

Welcomes you 
for  

 a Carry-Out 
Dinner  

Every Tuesday  
5:00 - 5:30 P.M.  

For more information  
contact Cliff Noe,  

noetinman@verizon.net  
or 804-931-7894. 

 Finance Committee noted pre-school made a 
generous donation property/building mainte-
nance.     

 
 Session voted to set May 2, 2021, pending 

Coronavirus numbers in April, as a return to in
-person worship.  

 
 Easter Drive-In worship service will be taped 

for later distribution.                                      

Thank you, my wonderful church 
family, for the many cards, expres-
sions of sympathy and prayers for 
my family at the loss of my niece. 

Sincerely, 

Susan Mapes 



 

 

FINANCE & STEWARDSHIP UPDATE 

Chester Presbyterian Church 
Congregational Report 

February 28, 2021 

 

 YTD Actual YTD Budget Difference  

Revenues(1)     

   Offerings (Pledge and Loose) 86,119  78,923  7,195   

   Other Revenue 10,153  9,393  761   

Total Revenues 96,272  88,316  7,956   

      

Expenses(2)     

   Salary & Benefits   62,430  61,400  (1,029)  

   Presbytery and Benevolence 5,450  6,000  550   

   Worship/CE/Membership/Music/Stewardship 928  372  (557)  

   Plant Operations & Church Admin 14,674  13,579  (1,095)  

   Mortgage Loan & Insurance 12,897  11,378  (1,519)  

  Total Expenses 96,379  92,728  (3,651)  

      

Net Total(3) (107) (4,412) 4,305   

      

      

 Ignite Campaign           

Total Ignite Income 
Through Last Month 

Revenue from this 
month Expenses 

Ending Ignite  
Income 

Amount Paid 
on Mortgage 

to Date 

Amount to Pay on 
the Mortgage this 

month 

                           488,170.63                  4,645.00                 -               492,815.63     488,170.63                  4,645.00  

        

Mortgage Balance             402,336.67       

Ignite Pledge Balance                           -            

      

      

(1) Revenues – Items in RED are where we are behind on income   

(2) Expenses – Items in RED are where have spent more than expected   

(3) Net Total – RED on this line means we are behind where we would like to be   

**Numbers rounded to nearest dollar, which can cause differences in totals   



 

 

STAY IN TOUCH 
CPC has many ways to stay in touch while we practice social distancing! 

FACEBOOK 
Like Chester Presbyterian Church on Facebook and enjoy daily prayer 
and much more! 

WEEKLY EMAIL BLAST 
Stay up to date on all the great things happening at the church with our 
weekly email newsletter. 

WEBSITE 
Check out the church calendar, view sermons, or make a donation.  
Everything you’re looking for is on our website! 

BREEZE APP 
Keep in touch with all your friends at church. Email the church office at 
office@chesterpres.org to find out how to have an account created. 

Staff  Contact Information 
(804) 748-4636    www.chesterpres.org     Office Hours: 8:30 AM - 4:00 PM 

Gordon B. Mapes, III 
Pastor 

gmapes@chesterpres.org 
 

Linn Coghill 
Membership Coordinator 
lcoghill @chesterpres.org 

Kathy Peebles 
Financial Secretary 

financialsec@chesterpres.org 
 

Anne Kalemjian 
Treasurer 

treasurer@chesterpres.org 

Jon Durkovic 
Music Director 

jdurkovic@chesterpres.org 
 

Marcie Murphy 
Church Administrator 

office@chesterpres.org 

Sandra Bottoms 
Director of Christian Formation 

sbottoms@chesterpres.org 
 

Kim Hopkins 
Preschool Director 

preschool@chesterpres.org 

YOU TUBE CHANNEL 
Our weekly Worship service is posted on our YouTube Channel. Grab a 
cup of coffee and enjoy the service from home. 


