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No Longer Strangers… 
 

Before sunrise on that long ago Sunday, Mary came to the 
tomb.  The gloom of the sky matched the gloom in her heart. 
If possible the darkness enveloped her even more as she saw 
the stone rolled away.  As she raced to tell Peter, her mind 
raced over what manner of degradation had now been  
inflicted on Jesus.  Had bandits stolen his body?  Had animals 
entered the tomb?  Had the Romans done worse? 
 

She ran for help.  Hearing her story, Peter and another  
disciple raced back to the tomb.  They found the cloths lying 
on the stone shelf where the body had been.  They seemed as 
if Jesus’ body had simply passed through them—not torn by 
bandits.  The other disciple believed immediately this was  
evidence that Jesus had risen.  The two guys then returned 
home.  Not so Mary, who had yet to look into the tomb.  It 
was as if the events of the past days and this incomprehen-
sible morning had finally caught up with her.  She stood  
outside the tomb weeping.  She gets up the courage to look in 
and she sees two angels dressed in white.  They asked her why 
she was crying.  Her answer implies that she still thought  
Jesus’ body had been stolen.  Suddenly Mary was aware of a 
presence behind her.  She turns to look upon Jesus.  She did 
not recognize him-- perhaps because he looked different, or 
because she wasn’t expecting him.  She thought he was the 
gardener.  He too asked about her weeping.  Did he know 
where the body had been taken? 
 

Then he addressed her by name.  Mary heard a voice she 
thought she would never hear again.  She sought to embrace 
him.  He cautioned her not to cling to him.  Going forward, 
Mary could no longer cling to the old Jesus she had known. 
She must learn to embrace a new, risen Lord who would  
remain with her through the Holy Spirit.  He tells her to go 
and tell the others.  Her proclamation, “I have seen the 
Lord!” becomes the first Easter testimony.  
 

Mary had gone to the tomb still in a Good Friday world 
grieving, depressed, discouraged.  But she discovered that 
Easter had come!  In the midst of your Good Fridays, (days 
of sadness, disappointment, or loss) how has Easter (new life, 
hope, possibility) come to you?  Where have you been sur-
prised by the joy of Easter and the presence of a risen Lord?  
 

Celebrate Easter at CPC and in the days to come, for Christ 
has risen! 
      Shalom, 
 

Easter Breakfast  
 

April’s First Sunday Fellowship is  
Easter Sunday 

 

Enjoy the CPC family at table as we celebrate the res-

urrection.  Breakfast will be served Easter morning, 

April 1 from 9:30-10:30A.M in the fellowship hall.  

Cost is $3/person; $10 max/family.  

Easter Egg Hunt  
  

All children are invited to join us for an Easter egg 

hunt on Easter morning, April 1.  Grab your Easter 

basket and join us for Sunday school beginning at 9:45.  

Preschool meets in room 109 and K-5 meets on the 

second floor in room 210.  This fun activity will be 

during our Sunday school time. 
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MUSICAL NOTES by Jim Dorn 
 
 

Mr. Peter Duys from the A.E. Schlueter Pipe Organ Company in Lithonia, GA, was here to tune and 
regulate our sanctuary pipe organ In mid-March.  The organ was installed in 2002, and Mr. Duys was able 
to fix some minor speech problems in the bass pipes, and to do a thorough tuning.  I am most grateful to 
Warren Trevvett and Don Geisler for their assistance and daily presence during this multi-day tuning. 
 

Mark your calendars for three upcoming concerts: 
 
          Tuesday, April 17 at 7:00pm:  Richmond Symphonic Winds under the direction of Iris Schwartz. 
           
          Sunday, April 29 at 3:30pm:  Adam Dorn, Violin and Chan Mi Jean, Piano 
                              

Including the First Sonatas by Ludwig van Beethoven and Gabriel Fauré  
 

My nephew, Adam Dorn, is a graduate student at DePaul University in Chicago, having completed his Bachelor’s 
degree at the University of Wisconsin/Madison, where he was a scholarship member of the Perlman Piano 
Trio.  Adam is a native of Mendota Heights, Minnesota. 
 

Chan Mi Jean recently completed her Doctorate in Collaborative Piano at the UWM, where she was also a mem-
ber of the Perlman Trio.  A native of Seoul, South Korea, she received both a Master’s and Artists’ Diploma from 
Indiana University. 

  
 Tuesday, May 1 at 7:00pm:  Brass Quintet Concert by VCU students who will be travelling 
            to Cartagena, Colombia 
 

                      Prior to the concert, there will also be musical entertainment during Grace Café. 

 
 

          Spring Festival 
 

 Sunday, April 15,   

 2:00 - 4:00P.M.   
 

 Please join us for an afternoon full of games, prizes, a  

 petting zoo, a bounce house and more!  If you are able 

 to help with the Spring Festival, please sign up at the  

 table in the Narthex.  We will need prize donations,  

 “Bible Baskets” for our giveaways, new stuffed animals 

 and volunteers to work the game stations.  
 

If you have questions, please contact Kim at  

 804-748-9465 or preschool@chesterpres.org. 

How Our Debt Affects Our Budget 
 
    The current mortgage on our church building totals $983,041.  Our monthly mortgage 

payment is $6,606.  Of that payment $3,231, almost half, goes toward paying interest on the 

loan.  We also owe $46,182 on a line of credit we used to install the new HVAC units three 

years ago.  We pay $1,000 monthly on this loan.  Of this payment $134.06 goes toward  

paying interest.  Therefore, we are paying $40,380 annually just for the interest on these two 

loans.  This is the reason that the Finance Committee is exploring the option of a Capital 

Campaign to pay down the church's debt. 
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             Like to Get to Know You  (Yes, I would) 
 
        If you were around in the 1960’s (and many of you were), you must have heard this song by Spanky and Our 
Gang.  It reflects a timeless theme that crosses many generations including those individuals who make the effort 
to visit a church.  Those individuals who attend church want to get to know you and your experiences with Christ. 
 
        A crucial first step in knowing people is to learn their name.  Wearing a name tag is a visible sign that you 
want people to know you and to be a part of their world.  It creates a sense of hospitality and opens up the  
opportunities for interaction and involvement. 
 
        The Membership Committee encourages everyone to make ( or purchase ) a name tag and wear it every 
week.  The visibility of the name tag is especially beneficial with visual learners and those with hearing  
problems.  Everyone, not just officers, needs to be known.  Make the extra effort to wear your name tag and help  
promote a welcoming environment in our church.  

Lunch Bunch 
  

We will be gathering at Joe’s Inn on April 8 at 
12:45 to celebrate Spring . . . and warmer  
weather!!  Bring a friend, come for the first 
time--or after a long time--invite someone 
new and relax, spend time with friends, and 
have a great lunch!  If you'd like a ride, let me 
know and we'll arrange one. 
 

As always, if you can, please let me know if 
you'll be joining us by the Friday before, so I 
can give a reservation number to the restau-
rant. If you can't, come anyway! 
 

Joe's Inn--address: 2616 
Buford Rd, Midlothian 
Phone: 804-320-9700 
 

See you there!  
 

             - Marnie Brown 

Dear CPC Members and Friends, 
     Thank you for the many cards, prayers and support you gave  
during my husband Charles Crute’s illness. 
     As difficult as these last 2 years were, you gave what I needed to 
go forward.  I will never forget your kindness. 

Much love, 
Beverly Crute 

     I would like to express my most enthusiastic thanks to six  
members of CPC’s Angel Volunteers—Dennis Walker, Todd 
Woerner, Andrew Jones, Tom Coghill, Don and Dorinda Da-
vidson—for their superb clearing, bagging, and carrying away the 
piles of leaves left most unkindly in my yard by the late great 
nor’easter.   
     Frederick Buechner wrote in one of his pieces: “True faith, a  
simple life, a helping hand...Those are three things most prized in 
heaven.”  God bless them, every one. 
    Alice Todd  

Young Adult Fellowship 
 

Let’s get to know one another! New to CPC or been around for a 
while?  All 20 – 40 year-olds are invited to a social on Friday, April 
27 from 7:00-9:00PM at the home of Gordon and Susan Mapes, 
11506 Chester Village Drive.  We’ll enjoy each other’s company 
and line-up a few more fellowship opportunities for the summer 
and beyond.  Hope to see you there!  Contact Jessie Cooke at  
jessieannepartridge@gmail.com for more information.  
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Our Food Pantry needs your help!   

 

On average our church  provides food for  3-5 families per week.  Following are March’s “foods of the week.”  
As always, $10 Kroger cards are needed and appreciated.  Thank you! 

 4/1 Toilet Paper / Paper Towels 

 4/8 Ramen Noodles 

4/15 Canned Soup 

4/22 Canned Vegetables (corn, peas, green beans) 

4/29 Chili / Beef-A-Roni 

Adult Christian Education 
 

The Protestant Reformations by Donald K McKim: This study will open the door to reflect-
ing on the Protestant Reformations and stimulate the desire for more church and individual 
study of this important topic. Explore the backgrounds to the Reformations and then each of 
the four Reformation traditions. Consider divisive theological issues focusing on just three of 
the important matters where each of the traditions has unique views. Finally, look at the Refor-
mations today regarding their influences and legacies, as well as the Reformation in today's 
churches. A Glossary of Key Terms is included to help navigate this work. This class begins 
Sunday, April 8 and runs through May 13 and will meet in the 2nd Fl CR. 
 

Discipleship: The Way of Jesus by John P Burgess: This study opens a variety of paths to 
understanding both the comfort and the challenge of being Christian believers who follow the 
way of Jesus in the world. It explores the call of discipleship, the problem of discipleship, disci-
pleship as identity in Christ, pathways of discipleship, and the fruits of discipleship. This class 
(led by Bob and Marnie Brown) begins Sunday, April 8 and runs through May 13 and will meet 
in the Pastors' Gallery.  

 Deacon’s Corner:  Change 
 

 It’s spring!  We are looking forward to warm weather, different activities that this change in weather  
 brings.  Our children are on spring break, we are changing our wardrobes to suit the warmth in  

temperature.  We are planning summer gardens and summer vacations.  The busy season has begun; but let us  
remember to continue to work and pray for this congregation in Christ’s name. 
 

Seasons may change but there is one thing that will never change:  God’s love for us.  As we observed Christ’s death on 
the cross and his resurrection on Easter Sunday, we were reminded of the sacrifice that God made for us. 
 

God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish but have eternal life.  - John 3:16 

 

New Sermon Series! 
 

April 15-June 3 
 

Pray Daily, Worship Weekly, Study Regularly, Live faithfully,  
Serve Creatively, Give Generously, Witness Boldly 
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CHESTER PRESBYTERIAN 

CHURCH 

3424 W Hundred Rd 

Chester, VA  23831 
 

God’s call to Chester Presbyterian 
Church is to:  Deliver God’s Word.   
Grow  in  Faith.  Serve All People. 

CPC Session in Review 
 

      At the March 18 meeting, the Session: 

 
 Shared worship, a great meal of pulled pork, noted  

current events; 

 Budget is tracking well after first two months of year; 

 Tabled until April, two recommendations from Diaconate; 

 2018 VBS theme is Rolling River Rampage. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

. . . is now enrolling for the 2018/2019 school year!  We offer a half-day 
socialization and educational program for children ages 2 ½ - 5.  Please 

visit our website at cpcpreschool.org for more details;  or contact  
Kim Hopkins at 804-748-9465 or preschool@chesterpres.org. 

Graduate Information Needed 
 
Our 2018 graduates will be recognized at a  

reception on June 3.  Graduate information is needed for all 

high school, college, technical or advanced degree graduates.   
 

Please contact Linn Coghill (lcoghill@chesterpres.com) by 

Sunday, May 13, with the following information:  

 

 Graduate’s name 

 Address 

 School  

 Type of degree (if applicable) that will be received. 
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Staff Contact Information 

804-748-4636 

 

Gordon B. Mapes, III 

Pastor 

gmapes@chesterpres.org 

 

Linn Coghill 

Membership Coordinator 

lcoghill@chesterpres.org 

 

James Dorn 

Director of Music 

jdorn@chesterpres.org 

 

Jessie Partridge Cooke 

CE Intern 

Christian.ed@chesterpres.org 

 

Jacqueline Poliquin 

Church Administrator 

office@chesterpres.org 

 

Kim Hopkins 

Preschool Director 

748-9465, preschool@chesterpres.org 

 

Sandra Walker 

Financial Secretary 

financial.sec@chesterpres.org 

 

www.chesterpres.org 

Office Hours:   9:00A.M. - 4:30P.M. 

Men of  the Church 
    

  Men’s Breakfast  
April 14 
8:00A.M.    

 

Come out for a fun time, breakfast, 
fellowship, and Bible study.   

 
For more details, contact  

Cliff Noe, noetinman@verizon.net  

The future of ministry on this corner is  
in your hands! 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Review CPC’s planned giving brochure today. 

Attention, Men of  the Church   

Butlers Needed 

The Women’s Annual Tea is Sunday,  April 22 at 2:00P.M.  As in the past, 
our men will serve the tea.   
 

Please contact Cliff Noe  if you can serve as a butler at  
noetinman@verizon.net or 804-931-7894. 

Earth Day is TEA TIME!    
 

 

All ladies are invited to a special  

"Caring for Creation" Tea  

hosted by our Presbyterian Women on Sunday April 22  

at 2:00 p.m. in the fellowship hall.   
 

This annual event promises to be one filled with yummy treats and tea 

served by our loyal men of Chester Presbyterian Church.   Our very 

own Richard Nunnally will be the guest speaker for the event.  Mark 

your calendars now to join us! 

Presbyterian Women Seeking Donations 
 

 

. . . For a raffle to be held during our Women’s Tea.  Donations may be 

anything from plants to home décor, art, gift cards to area restaurants, etc.  

We ask that all items be new or like-new.  Our silent auction prizes are giv-

en by random drawings, generating a lot of excitement as well as substantial 

funds for a local charity.  Please place your donations in the blue plastic bin 

labeled PW Tea in the hallway next to the playground door.  Please contact 

Jana Wood, at 796-9110 or dtwood2@verizon.net, with questions. 

Home Communion  
is available  

 

to sick or housebound members.  
 

 

Please contact Nancy Gefvert,  
804-768-7627 or  

nancy.gefvert@gmail.com. 
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A Note from Boston 
 

Do you remember the pictures of Boston’s “Snowmageddon” from a few 

years ago?  I’m thinking of one that showed a sidewalk shoveled out between 

two 6-foot walls of snow.  One morning when I finished setting out food to 

be picked up for the Cambridge Weekend Backpack Program, that’s the  

picture I was reminded of.  I arrive at the Cambridge high school every  

Friday morning at 6:30.  This means I have to leave my house before 6, 

when it’s still dark and almost always below freezing.  At the high school, my 

coworker and I stack dozens of bins, packed the day before with sandwiches, 

snacks, fruit and milk, outside on the loading dock so that drivers from the 

elementary schools can retrieve them.  There’s hardly any room to walk in 

front of the towers of bins.  The sun is usually about halfway up when we 

finish, and there is something pristine about the set up, like newly fallen 

snow.  Then we wait around to help the drivers load their cars.  The CWBP 

serves 16 schools, and about 550 elementary students in Cambridge, all of 

whom will go home later that day with a backpack that contains two  

breakfasts and two lunches for the weekend.  
 

This program operated by Food For Free, my Young Adult Volunteer nonprofit placement, is really similar to 

Chester Presbyterian’s Backpack Buddies partnership with Marguerite Christian Elementary School.  Students who 

receive free and reduced breakfasts and lunches during the week may arrive at school on Monday feeling tired or 

unable to pay attention if they didn’t have enough to eat over the weekend.  By filling in this nutritional gap,  

weekend backpack programs help enable students to learn more effectively.  At Food For Free, we are motivated 

by the potential that adequately fed students will achieve greater academic success and higher graduation rates, 

which just might be enough to interrupt the cycle of poverty. 
 

Food For Free is originally a food rescue operation that found a niche in picking up produce that would otherwise 

be thrown away by supermarkets, and delivering it to shelters, school programs, clinics, and community centers. 

Lately, after identifying the powerful results of relieving student hunger, the organization has been launching its 

own school-based programs to expand food access.  In addition to the CWBP, Food For Free operates School 

Markets, which work like free farmers’ markets where students’ families can shop for produce after school, and 

Family Meals, which repackages leftover meals from Harvard dining halls and distributes microwaveable portions 

to community college students.  Food For Free’s intention in using schools to distribute food is to meet people 

where they already are.  Though the organization doesn’t have much of a central office out of which to serve the 

people of Cambridge, Food For Free’s close relationships with the schools and interactions with families have  

solidified its presence in the community.  Meeting people where they are lowers barriers to service by encouraging 

dignity, convenience, and a better understanding of the community’s resources and needs. 
 

I don’t think this is such a new idea for churches.  Most churches have had an established presence in their  

communities, and CPC has been recalling its identity “on this corner” as one of Chester’s best known landmarks. 

Churches have historically given their space to homeless shelters and community kitchens, recognizing the  

importance to live out Christ’s love within their walls.  Grace Café is a prime example of using a well-established 

space to serve the community with dignity and accessibility, with welcoming fellowship and a no-strings-attached 

meal.  My call to serve as a YAV took me far away from the community I grew up in, a community with needs that 

I often didn’t notice.  Only after I got here did I realize that you don’t have to leave to be in mission.  You can 

start by looking into your community and meeting its people where they are.  I want to thank my church family at 

CPC for supporting international and national mission like mine, but I want to especially lift up Grace Café and 

the partnerships with Marguerite Christian and Curtis Elementary Schools.  Christ calls us to continually lean into 

local, loving presence on whichever corner we find ourselves. 

         - Stuart Mapes 



8 

Welcomes you  

for Dinner  

Every Tuesday  

5:30 – 6:30P.M.  

Theology on Tap! 

 
 

Food, fellowship and conversation at the intersection of life and faith. 
Saturday May 12, 5:30-7:30 

Nekkid Acres Farm, 16204 Rhodes Lane, Chesterfield, 23838 
Advance Registration Required at www.chesterpres.org 

Suggested donation: $10.00 

CPC Yard Sale 
 

Is it time to clean your closets?   

Do you need to find room in the garage? 
 

The Property and CE committees are jointly putting on a  

Yard Sale May 19, 2018,  

from 8am to noon in the fellowship hall.    
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please bring your unwanted items to the fellowship hall the week of May 13.  

We also need paper bags, so any you can bring will be appreciated.  Outside 

spaces for selling your own items are available to rent for $20.00.  Text or 

call Pam Smith @ 804-878-9029 to reserve your space.  (We regret we are 

unable to take mattresses or old TVs.) 

 

Remember  

to make your  

amazon.com purchases through  

AmazonSmile.   

When you select  

Chester Presbyterian Church as 

your desired  

charitable  recipient,  

Amazon will  donate  

1/2 of  1% of  purchases  

to the church! 

Our unique charity link:  

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/47-

3201660  


