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No Longer Strangers… 

In an interview some 20-years ago the great singer-songwriter Paul Simon noted, “The only 
thing that God requires for us is to enjoy life — and love. It doesn’t matter if you accomplish 
anything. You don’t have to do anything but appreciate that you’re alive. And love, that’s the 
whole point.” (Rolling Stone, 2/2001).  
 
I’ve adored Simon’s music for over 50-years. I appreciate his affirmation that we enjoy life, 
perhaps a backhand nod to our Westminster Catechism, (Q. “What is the chief end of human-
ity? A. “To glorify God and enjoy God forever.”) Yet, I can’t help but wonder if the thought is 
more symbolic of our over individualized culture. A culture that seems to affirm that whatever 
is relative to any individual should be all that matters. In other words, as long as an individu-
al’s needs/happiness/enjoyment is met, in Simon’s thought, that is all God needs of us. 
 
Well…we might push the great musician further, by recalling how Micah answered the ques-
tion: “He has told you, O mortal, what is good; and what does the Lord require of you but to 
do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God?” Which seems to me to 
point beyond the individual aspect toward a communal relationship in God’s requirements. If 
we stop at Simon’s “enjoy life,” we stop short of justice and kindness, perchance so focused 
on our happiness we even fail to “walk humbly.”  
 
So, I’ll continue to revel in the harmonies of “the Sound of Silence,” and “Bridge Over Trou-
bled Water,” but I’ll go with another contemporary thinker. Mr. Rogers noted: “I hope your 
proud of yourself for the times you’ve said ‘yes’ when all it meant was extra work for you and 
was seemingly helpful only to somebody else.”  
 
Over course Mr. Rogers is speaking to his life-long theme, kindness. Our sermon series for 
September will explore what it means to be “Called to Kindness.” What is kindness, how do 
we practice it, how do we fail to practice it, how do we nurture it, is that all God wants of us? 
Join us, virtually or in-person this month as we unpack these and other aspects of our disci-
pleship call to be kind to one another. 

Shalom, 



 

 

After considering the return to necessary Covid protocols, the 
Building Committee has decided to postpone the Yard Sale until 
spring. The date is yet to be determined.  
 
We appreciate all of the support this project generates and we 
want to make it a safe and enjoyable event for all involved.  
 
Stay tuned! 

CELEBRATE CHILDREN’S SABBATH  
Sunday, September 5 at 10AM 

 
 

The theme of worship and the sermon will focus on 
“Welcoming the Children” (as Jesus did), and we hope that 
each of you will plan to be here that Sunday to support the 
children that are part of our CPC church family. As part of 
worship that day we will offer a prayer of blessing for our 
children (and our educators), AND each child will receive a 
special backpack tag to affix to their backpacks or book-
bags. On that Sunday, we hope the sanctuary will be over-
flowing with intergenerational joy! And indeed a little child 
shall lead us that day! 

CPC's Backpack Buddies  
 

This ministry begins its ninth year providing 
weekend meals for 20 children from Margue-
rite Christian Elementary School.  Our week-
end food bags are a vital ministry for the 
hungry children in our community. You might 
ask yourself, "What can I do to help?"  Food 
donations are always welcomed, but volun-
teers are needed to help keep the program 

going. Monthly shoppers are needed for a one-month commitment to plan menus and shop 
for food at the Chester Food Bank or at stores of your choice to stock the shelves.  
 
No experience needed — we’ll show you how it’s done. Volunteers are also needed weekly 
to pack food in backpacks:  1-2 volunteers each week to pack before Thursday. Please con-
sider helping out with this vital ministry by contacting Jana Wood at 796-9110 or 
email dtwood2@verizon.net. An online volunteer sign-up sheet can be found at the following 
link:  https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60b0a44aea8283-cpcback 
 

Thank you for sharing your gifts with others! 

mailto:dtwood2@verizon.net
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60b0a44aea8283-cpcback


 

 

                         Five-Cents-a-Meal 

We collect for this ministry on the first Sunday of each month. Please con-
sider making a donation to this ministry using your regular contribution 
method - online or by check. Just indicate that it's a "Five-Cents-a-Meal Of-
fering" so we can make sure it gets designated to the right fund.  
 
If you were to set aside a nickel at every meal during the month, it would 
come to about $4.50. Once collected, we send these funds to the Presby-

tery of the James. The majority of funds distributed by the Hunger Ministry provide emergency 
food relief to people in need: church emergency food centers, school backpack programs, 
county food pantries. 

Peace & Global Witness Offering 
 
Throughout the year we do special offerings in support of 
various Presbyterian programs. On Sunday, October 3

 
 

we will receive gifts for a special offering for Peace & 
Global Witness. This offering shares Christ’s peace with 
one another, beyond our doors, our community, and 
across boundaries, allowing the church to promote the 
peace of Christ by addressing systems of injustice in our 
own communities and across the world.  
 
Of the total received, 25% stays with our congregation n 
to support peacemaking and reconciliation in our own 
community,  25% will go to joining with other congregations in our area to support peacemaking 
work in our region, and 50% supports the work for peace and reconciliation being done by Pres-
byterians across the globe. You will find envelopes for this offering in the Narthex by the collection 
basket and also in the pews. 

Has it hit you as hard as it has hit me 
that we are going backwards in our 
quest to return to full in-house wor-
ship? I was so looking forward to it be-
ing soon. It’s not just church, it’s trips, 
it’s outings, it’s going to school, and so 
much more. I actually ordered a couple more masks to get me through the winter.  
 
I am fascinated by the coping skills people are using to get through this. I know a few that 
meditate daily to help. Others are long distance bike riding  to maintain their sanity. Some 
are deep cleaning, painting, repairing, and doing outdoor work on their houses. God bless 
the ones who are listening to others, giving them an opportunity to vent to ease their frus-
tration of it all.  
 
One of mine is praying. Not the “Oh Gracious Lord” kind of prayers, but the soul deep 
“Lord, I am about to lose my mind, can ya help a little bit here?” type.  Add in a good cry 
and I feel refreshed and ready to tackle another day.  What are you doing to stay “sane” 
through all of this? I’d love to know.                                                          

- Jude Osborne 



 

 

MOVED BY THE SPIRIT 
 

To enrich our worship experience on September 26, we are 
planning another liturgical movement interpretation and are 
looking for interested participants, middle school through sen-
iors!  
  
No previous experience is needed. We will plan several re-
hearsals; the dates and times will be determined based on the 
availability of the group. If interested or if you have questions, 
please contact Ann Dunbar no later than September 10 (804-
731-8272 or dunbarpt@gmail.com). 

The Arts at CPC are alive and well! Plans for our next season have been made and our new schedule set.  
 
ARTS CLASSES 

Classes will meet on Mondays from 6-9 PM. Our first class week will begin September 13, 2021. Children 
and adults together. 

Week 1  Watercolor (1st class October 4) 
Week 2  Acrylic Techniques (1st class September 13) 
Week 3  Crafting (1st class September 20)  
Week 4  Stained Glass (1st class September 27) 

 
Guitar Classes will meet every 2 weeks on Wednesdays from 6-7 PM, beginning September 15. 

Theatre Arts classes will meet every 2 weeks on Wednesdays from 6-8 PM, beginning September 22. 

NOTE: Theatre and Guitar classes will alternate weeks. 
 
CONCERT SCHEDULE 

October 24 (Sun) 4 PM      Bonefire – brass ensemble – tentative 
                     date 

November 13 (Sat) 7 PM     Silent Film – Buster Keaton in “The  
                       General” Jon Durkovic, organist 

December 5 (Sun) 6 PM     An Evening in December - CPC 
Choir,                    Bells, Bonefire, Quintet 

December 14 (Tue) 7:30 PM  Chesterfield County Choral Society 

December 21 (Tue) 7 PM    Richmond Brass and Percussion 

January                None scheduled 

February 13 (Sun) 4 PM     Meet the Organ - demonstration  

                      concert, Jon Durkovic, Organist 

March (TBD)    An Evening at the Opera - Ken Wood, 
   Leslie Matthews, VCU Opera students 

April 19 (Tue) 7 PM        Richmond Symphonic Winds 

May 15 (Sun) 3 PM        Chesterfield Chorale Society 

June (TBD)              Bonefire – brass ensemble  

July 3 (Sun) 7 PM         Richmond Brass and Percussion  
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We are currently in need of: 

Canned Peas 
Pork & Beans 
Soup 
Stuffing or Boxed Potatoes  
Jelly 
Rice 

 

As always, $10 Kroger  gift cards 

are needed and appreciated. 

Thank you for your generosity! 

Welcomes you 
for  

 a Carry-Out 
Dinner  

Every Tuesday  
5:00 - 5:30 P.M.  

For more information  
contact Cliff Noe,  

noetinman@verizon.net  
or 804-931-7894. 

Want 
Text Alerts? 

If you’d like to be 
notified of last mi-
nute schedule 
changes or other  
“breaking news,” 
contact the church 
office to add your 

name to the text alert list. 
 

748-4636 or  
office@chesterpres.org 

Resuming September 10 
 

Monday through Friday 
8:30 AM - 3:00  PM 

Chancel Flower 
Dedications 

If you'd like to dedicate the 
flowers for a particular Sunday, 
contact the church office for 
details -748-4636. 

CPC Session In Review 
 

At the August 16 stated meeting: 
 
 New accountant is Brittany Chappell.     
 
 There is less than $5,000 outstanding in Ig-

nite pledges. Our mortgage is now about 
$243,000. Approximately 57 people out of 90 
have completed their Ignite pledges.   

 
 Susan Mapes presented an informative 

PowerPoint presentation on a mission pro-
ject,  “Garden on the Corner.” 

 
 Required masks for vaccinated and unvac-

cinated at all indoor CPC events/activities. 



 

 

FINANCE & STEWARDSHIP UPDATE 

Chester Presbyterian Church 

Congregational Report 

July 31, 2021 

    

 YTD Actual YTD Budget Difference 

Revenues(1)    

   Offerings (Pledge and Loose) 254,200  226,319  27,880  

   Other Revenue 40,152  34,593  5,559  

Total Revenues 294,352  260,912  33,440  

     

Expenses(2)    

   Salary & Benefits   212,195  216,893  4,698  

   Presbytery and Benevolence 19,575  27,330  7,755  

   Worship/CE/Membership/Music/
Stewardship 2,814  11,297  8,484  

   Plant Operations & Church Admin 42,903  55,301  12,398  

   Mortgage Loan 
& Insurance   35,428  36,973  1,545  

  Total Expenses 312,915  347,795  34,880  

     

Net Total(3) (18,563) (86,883) 68,320  

     

Ignite Campaign        

   Beginning Balance (Ending Balance last month) $615,316   

 + Income this Month (payment to 
CB&T)   $26,815   

   Ending Balance (Beginning Balance next month) $642,131   

       

 Ignite Pledge Balance Remaining  $4,695   

         

 Mortgage Balance at month end   $243,748   

     

     

**Numbers rounded to nearest dollar, which can cause differences in totals  



 

 

STAY IN TOUCH 
CPC has many ways to stay in touch! 

FACEBOOK 
Like Chester Presbyterian Church on Facebook and enjoy daily prayer 
and much more!  

WEEKLY EMAIL BLAST 
Stay up to date on all the great things happening at the church with our 
weekly email newsletter. 

WEBSITE 
Check out the church calendar, view sermons, or make a donation.  
Everything you’re looking for is on our website! 

BREEZE APP 
Keep in touch with all your friends at church. Email the church office at 
office@chesterpres.org to find out how to have an account created. 

Staff  Contact Information 
(804) 748-4636    www.chesterpres.org     Office Hours: 8:30 AM - 3:00 PM, M-TH, 8:30 -  Noon, Fri. 

Gordon B. Mapes, III 
Pastor 

gmapes@chesterpres.org 
 

Linn Coghill 
Membership Coordinator 
lcoghill @chesterpres.org 

Kathy Peebles 
Financial Secretary 

financialsec@chesterpres.org 
 

Anne Kalemjian 
Treasurer 

treasurer@chesterpres.org 

Jon Durkovic 
Music Director 

jdurkovic@chesterpres.org 
 

Marcie Murphy 
Church Administrator 

office@chesterpres.org 

Sandra Bottoms 
Director of Christian Formation 

sbottoms@chesterpres.org 
 

Kim Hopkins 
Preschool Director 

preschool@chesterpres.org 

YOU TUBE CHANNEL 
Our weekly Worship service is posted on our YouTube Channel. Grab a 
cup of coffee and enjoy the service from home. 


