
 

 

Newsletter of  Chester Presbyterian Church                                                                June 2022 

No Longer Strangers… 
 
This month welcomes the beginning of an exciting new partnership for CPC. Robin’s Nest 
Transitional Housing Ministry will begin renting office space in the Rudy Center. This first-
time renting space to another organization is a significant initiative of the property committee 
in effective stewardship of the CPC campus, providing a bit of revenue to offset a small por-
tion of the costs in caring for this facility. 
 
More significantly, however, is the opportunity for CPC to partner with a needed ministry in 
our community. Several years ago, Robin White’s daughter was in the dance program at 
TDHS. Picking her up from school one day, her daughter asked if they could give a friend a 
ride home. Robin agreed. But when the young student directed Robin to a hotel parking lot 
she was stunned. Robin shares that from that experience the Holy Spirit set a vision in her to 
address the glaring need. That vision became Robin’s Nest. 
 
Seeking to break the cycle of homelessness one family at a time, Robin’s Nest’s will provide 
transitional housing for high-risk families who have a current or ongoing history of homeless-
ness. They will offer comprehensive services to assist men, women, and children rooted in 
the cycle of homelessness to help them achieve independence and stability. 
 
Focused on family units with minors who are literally homeless (lack adequate housing or at 
imminent risk of homelessness) the ministry offers five core programs: The Nesting Pro-
gram providing counseling, financial literacy and credit repair; Families Moving Forward, 
providing temporary shelter and resources for crisis and/or domestic abuse situations; 1

st
 

Flight Program, providing skills for homeownership; Robin’s Nest Foundation, offering 
bedroom essentials for children of program graduates; Altitude Indicator Program, regular-
ly monitors success following graduation from the program.  
 
This is truly an engaging and needed ministry in our community. There are many ways you 
could help as well. If you are interested in volunteering or learning more about Robin’s Nest, 
contact Robin White at rwhite@therobinsnestth.org or 804-446-6040. 
 
Shalom, 

mailto:rwhite@therobinsnestth.org


 

 

VILLAGERS NEEDED! 

Volunteers are urgently needed to help with three mornings of 
activities for children that simulate daily life during Jesus’s 
time. Children learn Biblical lessons while engaging in activi-
ties in the marketplace, playground, and synagogue. Making 
musical instruments, jewelry and playing games typical of 
Jesus’ time are just a few of the planned activities. Especially 
needed are adults to act as storytellers.  
 
This event runs from 9:30 am to 12:30 pm, Tuesday July 20, 
through Thursday, July  22. Enrollment is underway. Thirty  

students are already registered, with a limit of 50 students! Find a registration form in the 
narthex or use this this link to register online.  
 
If you are able to help, check out the sign up sheet in the narthex or contact Mary Schiano 
at 796-2971 or by email at Schianoinn59@outlook.com 

Medical Debt Relief Ministry 

Now through Pentecost (June 5) we're working towards our 
goal of raising $20,000. For every $100 raised, $10,000 of 
medical debt will be retired. Donations to this fund can be 
made by check or online giving. Please note the fund name 
on  the memo line. 
 

As of May 23, we’ve received over $9600 in donations. For 
more information: Contact Sarah Smith, Mission chair 
(scm.smith@usa.net) 

Bring a picnic lunch and stay after worship on Sunday June 5! 
Celebrate our confirmation class and hear a report on the Mary 
Frances and Micky Micklem Medical Debt Relief campaign.  

Beverages and dessert will be provided. Don’t forget to bring 
your lawn chairs or a blanket. In case of rain, the event will take 
place in the Fellowship Hall. 

Picnic on the Lawn - Sunday, June 5 

http://events.constantcontact.com/register/event?llr=ajo7jz7ab&oeidk=a07ej658n8bc973d47c
mailto:Schianoinn59@outlook.com
mailto:mailtoscm.smith@usa.net


 

 

GARDEN ON THE CORNER 

Our garden his growing splendidly and already harvesting of the cool 
weather vegetables has begun. We hope for continued bounty 
through the summer. If you would like to be a part of this endeavor, 
please sign up virtually using the link to Sign Up Genius or “low tech” 
using the sign-up sheet found on the Garden display in the Narthex. 
Families and individuals are welcome to sign up for a week of garden 
duty.  

Tasks will primarily involve checking the garden (Monday-Saturday) 
and picking produce that is ready. Specific instructions will be 
emailed to you for your week. The month of July is anticipated to be 
the peak of the harvest. Many hands make light work. Please join in 
this exciting mission project.  

For days now the song “Signs,” a 1971 hit by the 5 Man 
Electric Band has been running through my head. I spent 
more time this month concerned about signs than I have in 
a long while. A permit for the Yard Sale sign, signs about 
exits, entrances, bathrooms, prices, places  and even 
things. It brings me to the words of the song - “Sign, sign, everywhere a sign. Blockin’ out the scen-
ery, breakin’ my mind. Do this, don’t do that, can’t you read the sign?” (I bet you’re singing along, 
aren’t you?!) 
 

Anyway, the long-haired freaky person noted the only place that had an “everybody welcome” sign 
was a church. I like how he made his own sign when the collection plate was passed, thanking God 
for  “thinkin’ ‘bout me.” His sign won’t pay the electric bill, but think how powerful it is!    
 

50 years later there are still issues with “freaky people,” but there are still welcoming churches out 
there, too. If you pay attention to the words of the song, it hits home how important it is that we as 
Christians need to keep the “everybody welcome” sign not only in the window, but in our hearts, 
too. Actions speak louder than signs!  - Jude Osborne 

Questions? Contact Susan Mapes (804)928-1518 
Garden on the Corner Committee 

 
If you’d like an electronic or printed copy of your mid-
year contribution statement, please contact the church 
office at 748-4636 or office@chesterpres.org. Year-end 
statements will be mailed as usual.  
 
Written instructions are also available for accessing 
your giving record in Breeze. Let Marcie know and she’ll 
be glad to send those instructions to you and help you 
set up a Breeze log-in, if needed. 

Mid-Year 

Deacon’s Corner 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0F49ACA92BA1F85-garden


 

 

Practice Spiritual Discipline   
Christian Formation Focus for June 

 
Since the early beginnings of Christianity, the church has looked for ways 
to connect with Jesus on a daily basis. The hectic pace of “24/7” modern 
society has made this need even more important. Spiritual disciplines are 
practices, relationships, rituals and habits that Christians intentionally un-
dertake to grow closer to God and become better disciples of Jesus Christ. 
 
Practice Spiritual Discipline, the focus of June’s Christian Formation clas-
ses examines several of these strategies that have been used throughout 
the Christian world. Fasting, prayer and listening to God are just a few of 
the strategies that followers have used to make space in their lives to com-
municate with Jesus. Take part in this study and learn methods used in the past and listen to class 
members share their strategies used today. 
  
Adult Bible Study led by Dan Robbins meets at 8:45 am in the Upstairs Conference Room. The 
session will end in time to hear the worship service follow-up on this message.  
 
Children’s Classes (PreK-5th Grade)  and Youth Classes are on recess for the summer months. 
Classes for these age groups will resume in the fall. 

Nuggets 
God's Garden on this Corner - 1st harvest = 8+ boxes of produce and herbs 

One Great Hour of Sharing donation =  $376.00 

Donation to Ukraine humanitarian support = $2,000.00 

Power washed the entire campus  

New tenants in the Rudy Center - Robin's Nest ministry 

Oh. My. Gosh. What a sale that was! We cleared over 
$3,500.00. Thank you to all who donated. The leftover 
clothing was sorted and some was taken to a group that 
helps people dress to get jobs. The 
rest went to the Curtis Elementary 
Clothing Box. Many things were held 
back to be used in the church, and 
the rest was either taken to or picked 
up by a man who is opening a thrift 

store. We’re getting good at the recycling thing!   
 
Sally Noe and I are so grateful for all the help we received with the pricing, sorting, cleaning, storing 
and setting it up, but most of all, the support we received on the day of the sale. Thank you, thank 
you, our beloved church family! We couldn’t do it without you!  - Jude Osborne 



 

 

ARTS Events:  
All arts classes are in recess until the fall. 

We are in the planning process for our 2022-2023 concert season. Get out your calendars! Here’s 
what we’ve got lined up so far: 

June 12  BoneFire Brass  3:00 PM 

July 3  Richmond Brass and Percussion  7:00 PM 

August 20 The Burnett Sisters Band             7:00 PM 

September 11  British Brass Band       5:00 PM 

December 4 An Evening in December                7:00 PM 

December 11 Chesterfield Choral Society           3:00 PM 

Congratulations to the Class of 2022! 

High School Graduates 
 

Ryan Michael Barlow  

CodeRVA Regional High School and  

J Sargeant Reynolds Community College 
Associate Degree in Computer Science 

  

William Justin Anderson Burkey  

Clover Hill Math & Science High School 
 

Ethan Cole Dodd    

The Steward School 
 

Abigail Summer Fesperman  

Thomas Dale High School 
 

Chase Alan Fesperman  

Thomas Dale High School 
 

Ava Garland Wagner  

Belgrade High School 
 

Kristina Jane Wood 

CodeRVA Regional High School 

Advance Degree Graduates 
 

Andrew Michael Coghill  

Old Dominion University 

Bachelor of Science in Civil Engineering 
Minor in Engineering Management 
  

Blake Louis Correa 

Hampden-Sydney College 

Bachelor of Arts in English   
 

Jessica Leigh Johnston-Fisher Franklin  

University of Oklahoma 

Ph.D in Industrial and Organizational Psychology 
  

Anna Grace Ramsey 

Bon Secours Memorial College of Nursing 

Bachelor of Science in Nursing 
 

Victoria Lynn Wood  

John Tyler Community College 

Associate of Applied Science in Nursing 



 

 

 

As always, $10 Kroger 

gift cards are needed 

and  appreciated. 

 

    

SOUL - Movie Night for all ages at CPC! 
Friday, June 24 

8:00PM on the lawn 
 

Joe is a middle-school band teacher whose life hasn't 
quite gone the way he expected. His true passion is jazz - 
and he's good. But when he trav-
els to another realm to help 
someone find their passion, he 
soon discovers what it means to 
have soul. 
 

Movie will start playing shortly af-
ter sunset, so bring your lawn 
chairs and blankets, relax, and 
unwind with your CPC friends. 
 

Popcorn and drinks will be provid-
ed! Hope to see you then! 

 

 

Session  
Highlights 

 

At the May 15 meeting: 
 

 Stewardship has begun working 
on a “narrative budget” format for 
2023. 

 Approved Finance recommenda-
tion for year-end reimbursements 
w/o prior authorization. 

We currently need: 

Green Beans 
Spaghetti Sauce 
Mac & Cheese 
Canned Tuna 

Effective Friday, June 4, the office will close at 
noon on Fridays, through September 2.  

 

Summer Office Hours 

Monday through Thursday 
8:30 AM - 3:00  PM 

Friday 
8:30 AM - 12:00 PM 

The water fountains in the Church 
are back in service. The fountains 
were run for 10-15 minutes to clear 
the lines. 

DRINKING FOUNTAINS 

Toilet Paper 
Beans (black, pinto, etc.) 
Pork & Beans 
Peas 
Corn 

Thank you for your generosity! 



 

 

FINANCE & STEWARDSHIP UPDATE 

Chester Presbyterian Church 
Congregational Report 

April 30, 2022 

    

 YTD Actual YTD Budget Difference 

Revenues(1)    

   Offerings (Pledge and Loose) 158,670  126,802  31,868  

   Other Revenue 7,043  1,653  5,389  

Total Revenues 165,713  128,456  37,257  

     

Expenses(2)    

   Salary & Benefits   101,994  103,366  1,372  

   Presbytery and   12,179  13,580  1,401  

   Worship/CE/Membership/Music/Stewardship/ 2,905  3,967  1,061  

   Plant Operations   18,234  18,551  317  

Church Admin   7,026  7,227    

   Mortgage Loan        6,620  6,621  1  

   Property Insur-   12,091  12,086  (5) 

   Worker's Comp Insurance & Processing Fees 1,132  1,132  0  

  Total Expenses 162,181  166,530  4,349  

     

Net Total(3) 3,531  (38,074) 41,606  

     

Ignite Campaign        

   Beginning Balance (Ending Balance last month)  $686,800   

 + Income this Month (payment to CB&T)   $2,523   

  Ending Balance (Beginning Balance next  $689,323   

       

Additional Ignite donations over Pledges  $42,498   Thank You!!! 

         

  Mortgage Balance at month end   186035.83  
     

**Numbers rounded to nearest dollar, which can cause differences in totals  



 

 

STAY IN TOUCH 
CPC has many ways to stay in touch! 

FACEBOOK 
Like Chester Presbyterian Church on Facebook and enjoy daily prayer 
and much more!  

WEEKLY EMAIL BLAST 
Stay up to date on all the great things happening at the church with our 
weekly email newsletter. 

WEBSITE 
Check out the church calendar, view sermons, or make a donation.  
Everything you’re looking for is on our website! 

BREEZE APP 
Keep in touch with all your friends at church. Email the church office at 
office@chesterpres.org to find out how to have an account created. 

Staff Contact Information 
(804) 748-4636    www.chesterpres.org     Office Hours: 8:30 AM - 3:00 PM, Mon - Fri. 

Gordon B. Mapes, III 
Pastor 

gmapes@chesterpres.org 
 

Linn Coghill 
Membership Coordinator 
lcoghill @chesterpres.org 

Kathy Peebles 
Financial Secretary 

financialsec@chesterpres.org 
 

Anne Kalemjian 
Treasurer 

treasurer@chesterpres.org 

Marcie Murphy 
Church Administrator 

office@chesterpres.org 
 

Brittney Chappell 
Accountant 

accountant@chesterpres.org 

Jon Durkovic 
Music Director 

jdurkovic@chesterpres.org 
 

Kim Hopkins 
Preschool Director 

preschool@chesterpres.org 

YOU TUBE CHANNEL 
Our weekly Worship service is posted on our YouTube Channel. Grab a 
cup of coffee and enjoy the service from home. 


