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No Longer Strangers… 

As the forecast is rising, it is a blessing to note that Covid rates are dropping in Central Vir-
ginia. With that in mind, the session adjusted CPC’s Next Steps policy. Beginning July 1, 
fully vaccinated individuals may wear masks at their discretion, but are no longer required 
to wear them entering and leaving church buildings. Also, physical distance markers have 
been removed and Bibles returned to the pews. The session continues to request that un-
vaccinated individuals wear masks and maintain social distance.  
 
These are welcome adjustments as we all strive to return to familiar traditions and practic-
es. However, the session is acutely aware that pandemic challenges remain, especially 
with the emergence of Covid variants. Therefore, the session is committed to continuing its 
monitoring of the virus situation, and is prepared to make further adjustments, (either re-
laxing or tightening) as the need arises in the coming months. 

May you and yours have a blessed and safe summer! 

Shalom, 

Happy 4th of July! I’m not 
sure if I am grateful half of 
this year is over or not. I 
don’t like wishing my life 
away, but this has been 
one tough year.   
One good thing happened to me this year that is worth a mention. A member of the congrega-
tion called me because they’d couldn’t find their mom. I was startled for a second, thinking, 
“you called me?”  Then I realized, why not me? I keep telling folks I  am here for you, and this 
person needed me. Yes, I was able to find mom, and all was well. I felt like a real deacon; I 
was helping someone in need!   
 
We in the Diaconate don’t want to be just people who you get cards or phone calls from, we 
really want to be there for you. My thanks to the one who trusted in me, knowing I would do all 
I could to help them. Now, next time you need help, think about your deacon. You do know 
who your deacon is…..right?   :) 

                                                                                                                     - Jude Osborne 



 

 

Interrupting Silence:  

A Summer Bible Study 
 
The Bible is filled with stories where marginalized people break 
repressive silence and speak against it. 
 

This study will consider situations in our own lives where we are 
called to interrupt the silence, affirming that God is active and 
wanting us to act for justice. 
 

Paperback and Kindle editions of the study book are available  
on Amazon. 
 

July 7-September 8 

10:00AM Wednesdays in-person & virtual 

7:00PM Wednesdays in-person & virtual 
 

````````````````````````````````````````````````````` 

A Summer Adult Spiritual Formation Opportunity 
Book Discussion – July 22at 11:45am 

“On the Brink of Everything: Grace, Gravity & Getting Old” by Parker Palmer 
 
Take the month of July to read this book on your own, then join us as we participate in a “Notes in 
the Margins” discussion via webinar with Parker Palmer, the author. We will meet at the church (in 

the Pastor’s Gallery) on Thursday, July 22 from 11:45am -
1:30pm. Feel free to bring lunch to enjoy during the meeting. 
 
Pre-registration is required - email Sandra Bottoms at sbot-
toms@chesterpres.org or call the church office at (804) 748-4636 
and Marcie can help you register. 
 
In “On the Brink of Everything,” Parker Palmer explores how we 
can live our lives fully and well to the very end…reaching in for 
wisdom and reaching out to serve. This is a brave and beautiful 
book for all who want to age reflectively, and who want to seek 
new insights and life-giving ways to engage in the world. With 
compassion and chutzpah, levity and seriousness, Parker Palmer 
reminds readers that how we travel the arc toward the sunset of 
our lives is ours to choose -- will our journey be denial, defiance, 
or collaboration? 
 
“On the Brink of Everything” is available to be purchased on-line 
in several formats through Amazon at: 
 

https://www.amazon.com/Brink-Everything-Grace-Gravity-Getting/
dp/1523095431 
 
Please contact Sandra if you have any questions: sbottoms@chesterpres.org or (804) 748-4636, 
ext 312. If would like to connect to the webinar discussion with the author from home rather than 
meeting at the church, please contact Sandra for details on how to do that.  
 

To learn more about Parker Palmer and his work, follow this link to his Bio: 
http://www.couragerenewal.org/parker/#bio 

https://www.amazon.com/Brink-Everything-Grace-Gravity-Getting/dp/1523095431
https://www.amazon.com/Brink-Everything-Grace-Gravity-Getting/dp/1523095431
http://www.couragerenewal.org/parker/#bio


 

 

          Five-Cents-a-Meal 

We collect for this ministry on the first Sunday of each month. Please con-
sider making a donation to this ministry using your regular contribution 
method - online or by check. Just indicate that it's a "Five-Cents-a-Meal Of-
fering" so we can make sure it gets designated to the right fund.  
 
If you were to set aside a nickel at every meal during the month, it would 
come to about $4.50. Once collected, we send these funds to the Presby-
tery of the James. The majority of funds distributed by the Hunger Ministry 
provide emergency food relief to people in need: church emergency food 

centers, school backpack programs, county food pantries. 

                              “FLAT JESUS” 

Take “Flat Jesus” with you wherever you go this sum-
mer…the pool, the beach, family reunions, etc… 
 

Take a selfie of you and/or your family with “Flat Jesus” 
at each place – then post it to our CPC Facebook page! 
It will be so exciting to see where our church family 
journeys with “Flat Jesus” this summer!  

 
“SUMMER FAITH FUN TO GO” BAGS 
 

In addition to your journeys with “Flat Jesus,” for fami-
lies with children we are providing a “Summer Faith Fun 
To Go Bag” that includes “Flat Jesus” as well as other 
activities to help your family connect your summer journeys with your 
faith. 

Stop by the church office any day during office hours to pick up your family’s “Summer Faith Fun 
To Go Bag” or your “Flat Jesus.” Please contact Rev Sandra if you have any questions: sbot-
toms@chesterpres.org or (804) 748-4636, ext 312.  

Chancel Flower 
Dedications 

If you'd like to dedicate the 
flowers for a particular Sun-
day, contact the church of-
fice for details -748-4636. 

For details, click here. 

http://www.midatlanticmen.org/programs/mens-conference20.cfm


 

 

 CPC ARTS Sponsorship Opportunities 

We invite you to help support our arts programs by becoming a Spon-
sor of the Arts at Chester Presbyterian Church.  

Sponsorship levels: 

Bronze $25, Silver $50, Gold $100, Platinum $500+ 

For your support, your name will be included in our event programs 
and we’ll host a special event just for sponsors later in the year. If you 
prefer, we can keep your contribution anonymous.  

Please make your contributions payable to the Arts at Chester Pres-
byterian, account number 8690-7. If you contribute, please let Jon 
know so he may add your name to the appropriate Sponsor group 

heading. Join our sponsors in supporting this opportunity to present   the arts to our broader com-
munity. 

The Arts at CPC are alive and well and plans for our next season are underway! 
 
The Arts at Chester Presbyterian Dream Team would like to thank the following Sponsors for their 
support during the 2020-2021 season. They are: Dr.and Mrs. Don Geisler, Mr. and Mrs. John 
Jabe, Pam Dameron, Sandra Walker, Eulalia Swain-Lockhardt, Don and Jude Osborne, Rosemary 
Price, Bob Lynn, Joan Thompson, Jonathan Durkovic, Mr. and Mrs. Richard Nunnally, Ann Dun-
bar, Ann West, Sunny and Larry Reed, P. Larus Reed and Elizabeth Reed, Anne Kalemjian and 
Randy Suhl, Deborah Regal.  
 
The 2021-2022 Arts Class season is being 
planned and will include the following class op-
tions; Painting classes in watercolor and acrylic 
techniques, stained glass, crafting, class guitar, 
and theatre.  
 
The 2021-2022 Arts Concert Series will include 
the Richmond Brass and Percussion Consort, 
the second annual holiday concert An Evening in 
December, silent film featuring Buster Keaton in 
The General with Jon Durkovic playing the Geis-
ler theatre organ, Bonefire trombone ensemble, 
Brian Strawley and Magda Adamek, Trumpet 
and piano, the Chesterfield County Choral Society, and more!  
 
Look for registration forms, concert schedules, and sponsorship forms to appear later this summer! 



 

 

 

 

 

  
 
 
 

July 10  
9:00 AM - Noon 

CPC Session In Review 
 

   At the June 27 stated meeting: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

. 

 
On average our church provides 
food for 3 to 5 families per week. We 
are currently in need of Beef-A-Roni,  
Chili, Soup. 
 

As always, $10 Kroger  gift cards 

are needed and appreciated. 

Thank you for  

your generosity! 

Welcomes you 
for  

 a Carry-Out 
Dinner  

Every Tuesday  
5:00 - 5:30 P.M.  

For more information  
contact Cliff Noe,  

noetinman@verizon.net  
or 804-931-7894. 

 Made adjustments to Next Steps 

      Opening  Policy 

 Heard POJ Meeting Report 

 Requested POJ authorize Sandra Bottoms  

      to officiate at Communion 

Want 
Text Alerts? 

If you’d like to be 
notified of last mi-
nute schedule 
changes or other  
“breaking news,” 
contact the church 
office to add your 

name to the text alert list. 
 

748-4636 or  
office@chesterpres.org 

Monday through Thursday 
8:30 AM - 3:00  PM 

Friday 
8:30 AM - 12:00 PM 

 
through September 3 



 

 

FINANCE & STEWARDSHIP UPDATE 

Chester Presbyterian Church 
Congregational Report 

May 31, 2021 

    

 YTD Actual YTD Budget Difference 

Revenues(1)    

   Offerings (Pledge and Loose) 232,073  163,581  68,493  

   Other Revenue 29,716  24,350  5,366  

Total Revenues 261,789  187,931  73,858  

     

Expenses(2)    

   Salary & Benefits   152,817  154,492  1,676  

   Presbytery and Benevolence 14,125  15,035  910  

   Worship/CE/Membership/Music/
Stewardship 1,752  5,224  3,471  

   Plant Operations & Church Admin 31,615  37,720  6,104  

   Mortgage Loan & Insurance 20,272  26,665  6,393  

  Total Expenses 220,582  239,135  18,554  

     

Net Total(3) 41,208  (51,205) 92,412  

     

Ignite Campaign        

   Beginning Balance (Ending Balance last month) $554,455   

 + Income this Month (payment to CB&T)   $11,739   

  Ending Balance (Beginning Balance next month) $566,194   

       

   Ignite Pledge Balance Remaining  $80,632   

         

   Mortgage Balance at month end   $321,718   

     

     

(1) Revenues – Items in (RED) are where we are behind on income  

(2) Expenses – Items in (RED) are where have spent more than expected 

(3) Net Total – (RED) on this line means we are behind where we would like to be 

**Numbers rounded to nearest dollar, which can cause differences in totals 



 

 

STAY IN TOUCH 
CPC has many ways to stay in touch! 

FACEBOOK 
Like Chester Presbyterian Church on Facebook and enjoy daily prayer 
and much more!  

WEEKLY EMAIL BLAST 
Stay up to date on all the great things happening at the church with our 
weekly email newsletter. 

WEBSITE 
Check out the church calendar, view sermons, or make a donation.  
Everything you’re looking for is on our website! 

BREEZE APP 
Keep in touch with all your friends at church. Email the church office at 
office@chesterpres.org to find out how to have an account created. 

Staff  Contact Information 
(804) 748-4636    www.chesterpres.org     Office Hours: 8:30 AM - 3:00 PM, M-TH, 8:30 -  Noon, Fri. 

Gordon B. Mapes, III 
Pastor 

gmapes@chesterpres.org 
 

Linn Coghill 
Membership Coordinator 
lcoghill @chesterpres.org 

Kathy Peebles 
Financial Secretary 

financialsec@chesterpres.org 
 

Anne Kalemjian 
Treasurer 

treasurer@chesterpres.org 

Jon Durkovic 
Music Director 

jdurkovic@chesterpres.org 
 

Marcie Murphy 
Church Administrator 

office@chesterpres.org 

Sandra Bottoms 
Director of Christian Formation 

sbottoms@chesterpres.org 
 

Kim Hopkins 
Preschool Director 

preschool@chesterpres.org 

YOU TUBE CHANNEL 
Our weekly Worship service is posted on our YouTube Channel. Grab a 
cup of coffee and enjoy the service from home. 


