
 

 

Newsletter of  Chester Presbyterian Church                                                                   January 2022 

No Longer Strangers... 
 

Happy New Year! 
 
There is much to rejoice as we turn the page to 2022. We have completed our three-year 
Ignite! campaign and early this month will make a payment on principal that will bring the 
mortgage to about $200,000 or even a bit less. The loan will then be recast a final time 
and the monthly payment reduce to around $1,700. That is a wonderful relief to CPC fi-
nances. Thank you for your generosity in making this effort so successful. Going forward, 
any gifts received for the mortgage will continue to be applied monthly toward principal. 
 
While the session continues to monitor COVID-19 and the safest protocols for CPC, we 
can rejoice in changes in our education and music ministries. With the increased vaccine 
rates and current mask and distance protocols still in place, the way has been cleared to 
return to on-campus classes for all ages and singing in worship. As you will see in the de-
tails inside, there is a class for everyone.  
 
Beginning January 9, we return to congregational singing in worship. As we “re-engage” 
our congregational singing voices, hymns will be part of the conclusion of worship. Details 
on how you may participate in selecting our first few selections can be found in Jon’s 
notes inside.  
 
As we journey into a new year, may these joys we share in community, nurture in each of 
us the light of Christ a world often in darkness so desperately needs. 
 
Thanks be to God for each of you, 
 

 
Shalom, 



 

 

CPC Stewardship is Going Paperless - if you choose… 
 

Contribution Envelopes -  for 2022 we're moving to 
an "opt-in" system for offering envelopes. We're glad 
to order envelopes for any church member who wish-
es to have them, but you must mark your pledge card 
or let the office know by January 3. We'll still use en-
velope numbers to track donations, but it's not neces-
sary to use an actual pre-printed envelope for your 
donations. You can just put your number on the memo line. Pew envelopes are available if you prefer 
not to place your check directly in the offering plate. 

Quarterly Statements - beginning in April 2022, the quarterly statements will not be mailed. Only the 
year-end statement will be mailed. You’re able to access your giving record online at any time using 
your Breeze account. Statements will be available by mail or email upon request, or you can pick up a 
copy at the office. Contact Marcie at the church office with your request: office@chesterpres.org or 804-
748-4636. 

Returning in 2022:   
Christian Education (Formation) Returns  

 
After a year’s hiatus due to COVID, Christian Education (Formation) classes 
will return in January 2022 for the whole congregation. Using the new PCU-
SA curriculum, Follow Me, all classes and worship services will center 
around a single theme. January’s theme is Baptize. Having a central theme 
will help develop a common language and focus for all ages throughout the 
congregation and hopefully build connections between our study of God’s 
Word and our development of faith and service as a Christian. 
  
Indeed, this is the impetus for changing to the term Christian Formation. For 
years, the term Christian Education emphasized the classroom study of 
God’s Word. Christian Formation aims to transform the academic study of 
God’s Word into our hearts resulting in faith, worship and service to God’s 
community. This small change in terminology should help enforce the con-
nection between our study of God’s Word and the mission of Chester Presbyterian—Deliver God’s Word, 
Love and Serve God’s People. 
 
Adult Bible study on Baptism will meet at 8:45 am in the Upstairs Conference Room. Gray Taylor will 
lead this study into God’s invitation to enter his Kingdom. The session will end in time to hear the worship 
service follow up on this message. 
 
Children’s Classes (PreK-5th Grade) - FOLLOW ME TO SPIRITUAL ADVENTURES begins January 9 

for children preschool to 5th grade. Children will begin their adventure in church at 10AM and stay until after 
Pastor Gordon’s Children’s Lesson. After the lesson, the children and teachers will proceed to the class-
rooms (preschool downstairs and K – 5 upstairs). The teachers will meet the children in the Nar-
thex. Parents can pick up their children immediately following the worship service. We are also in need of 
teachers for preschool and elementary ages. This is a 1 month commitment. Please email Mary Schiano at 
Schianoinn59@outlook.com if you would be willing to help out with this Adventure. Please check the dis-
play in the Narthex and take an ADVENTURE needs card and return the item to us the following week. 
Thank you for all your help in getting this Adventure started.  
 
Middle and High School Youth will meet once a month immediately following worship for pizza and group 
study. Susan Mapes will lead the study on how Baptism relates to situations in daily life. The study will 
begin on January 16. Also, plans will be discussed for upcoming projects such as Souper Bowl of Caring 
and the Garden on the Corner, and ways youth may be involved. Please contact Susan Mapes @ 
gmapes3@aol.com or (804)928-1518 with questions. 
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CPC Wi-Fi Café 
 

This past year, Erin Peebles Woodby took the suggestion of changing the 
parlor into something a bit more modern and RAN with it! Many nights 
and weekends you would find Erin and whomever she could get to help 
her planning, painting, prepping, and picking out furniture for our new   
“Wi-Fi Café.”   
 

The café is now complete, with an old entertainment center repurposed 
into a coffee station, tables you can sit at and enjoy a cup of coffee while 
checking your messages, and a sofa to relax on. We look forward to be-
ing able to enjoy it to its fullest when Covid restrictions have been lifted.  
 

Many thanks to Erin and her team for creating such a welcoming space 
for CPC members and guests! 

SEEDING THE FUTURE ON THIS CORNER 
 
“It is the smallest of all seeds, but when it has grown it is the greatest of all shrubs and becomes a tree, so 
that the birds of the air come and make nests in its branches.”  Matthew 13:32 
 
Today, we are all indebted to the past, to those who preceded us by planting the seeds for today. We must 
plant the seeds of the future, for those who succeed us. Planned giving is one 
way we can ensure that the seeds we’ve planted will continue to grow in the 
future. 
 
You can leave a legacy by making a gift and directing it to the specific endow-
ment fund that supports the area of ministry you regard as particularly im-
portant. Here are our currently established funds: 

* General Endowment Fund 
* Building Endowment Fund 
* Wyatt Chapel Fund 
* Memorial Garden Fund 
* Aubrey Organ Maintenance Fund 
* Music Fund 

 

Feel free to contact Gordon Mapes or any member of the Endowment Committee for more information. 

WE MADE IT!  2021 is in the history books. We are all 
battle scarred, most of us have depression issues, 
many have had their lives turned completely up-side 
down. Numbers are posted daily over the losses we’ve 
endured, be it jobs, socialization, or the most devastat-
ing part, loved ones. Lord, thank you for getting us this 
far. Good bye 2021!  
 

Now, on to a new year! Sunday school classes are being planned. The CPC spring yard sale is already 
gathering steam. God’s garden in the backyard is taking shape, being nurtured by nature over the winter.  
The  Arts at CPC has a busy calendar with classes, movies and concerts. Oh!  We will start the new year 
off with a new narthex floor, which leads you right into the new Wi-Fi Café (see more about that below!) 
That’s just a blip of what’s going on.    
 

The last three years have been horrible, but  we are adapting to our new reality, and—are you ready for 
this - now our church services are being seen around the world. Kinda cool, eh?  On the behalf of your 
diaconate, have a Blessed and Happy New Year! - Jude Osborne 



 

 

Make a Joyful Noise unto the Lord, Come before His presence with singing. 
 
Since I’ve held the post as Director of Music at Chester Presbyterian Church, we have not had the joy of 
congregational singing inside. Covid-19 precautions were put in place to help us remain healthy and many 
creative thinking policies and procedures were put in place to facilitate corporate worship both in-person 
and online. We are still proceeding with these cautiously as we look forward to a new year in 2022.  
 
The Session voted to allow us to resume congregational singing beginning January 9, 2022 and we will do 
so carefully, so that we may again raise our singing voices in praise to God. For the final hymn in worship, 
we invite those gathered to join singing with the choir. The Session has asked we remain distanced as we 
move forward, and if you would like to join congregational singing, please put on your mask. If you are un-
comfortable, you may slip outside while we sing the final hymn, receive the Benediction, and listen to the 
Postlude.  
 
Since we have not sung hymns together in such a long time, you are invited to submit your favorite hymns 
to me to be put together on a list for choosing the most appropriate for each coming service of worship. You 
may submit them by email to jdurkovic@chesterpres.org or write it on a slip of paper and put it in my church 
mailbox. Let us Rejoice with Singing! 
 
 
ARTS CLASSES 

Classes will meet on Mondays from 6-9 PM. Children and adults together. 
 
Class schedule plan 
1st Monday - Watercolor 
2nd Monday - Acrylics Techniques 
3rd Monday – open 
4

th
 Monday - Stained Glass 

  
Wednesdays –  These classes meet weekly 

Guitar Classes  6:00 PM 
Drama Troupe - Class time TBD 

EVENT SCHEDULE  

January 3, Mon.    Arts Dream Team meeting 1:00 PM in the 1st floor conference room -  
              1st Monday each month. 
January 3, Mon. -   Watercolor Class 6:00- 9:00 PM in room 213 – 1st Monday night every month. 
January 5, Wed. -     Guitar Class 6:00 – 7:00 PM in the choir robing room –  every week class 
January  6, Thurs. -  Chancel Choir 7:00-8:30 PM in the Sanctuary – every week rehearsals 
January 11, Tues. -  Handbell Choir 6:30 – 8:00 PM in room 206 – every week rehearsals resume 
              Chesterfield County Choral Society 7:30-9:00 PM –  weekly rehearsals until  
              their concert on 5/15/22 
 
February 13, Sun.  Organ Concert 4:00 PM in the Sanctuary, featuring Jonathan Durkovic 
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Five-Cents-a-Meal 

We collect for this ministry 
on the first Sunday of each 
month. Please consider 
making a donation to this 
ministry using your regular 
contribution method - online 
or by check. Just indicate 
that it's a "Five-Cents-a-
Meal Offering."  If you were 
to set aside a nickel at eve-
ry meal during the month, it would come to about $4.50. 
Once collected, we send these funds to the Presbytery of 
the James.  
 
The majority of funds distributed by the Hunger Ministry 
provide emergency food relief to people in need: church 
emergency food centers, school backpack programs, 
county food pantries. 

We are currently in need of: 

Cereal 
Canned Peas 
Beef-a-Roni 
Soup 
Canned Fruit 

 

As always, $10 Kroger  gift cards 

are needed and appreciated. 

Thank you for your generosity! 

 

CPC Session In Review 
 

 

At the December 19 stated meeting: 
 

 Approved changing insurance carriers: same coverage, ~$7,000 savings; 

 Mortgage debt is $204,000; December Ignite still coming in will be applied; 

 Approved Finance Committee recasting mortgage loan; 

 100 Pledges have been made toward 2022 operations budget; 

 Follow-up requests have been mailed to those yet to pledge; 

 Approved masked singing in worship beginning 1/9/22. 

Chester Presbyterian Church 
wishes to express our heartfelt 
gratitude to Kim Hopkins and the 
Chester Presbyterian Preschool 
for their generous gift towards the 
repair of the Narthex floor.  
 
This gift of $3,000.00 will cover 
the deductible from the insurance 

claim that was approved to cover 
the cost of floor replacement. We continue to enjoy the 
strong relationship that we have with the Preschool 
and the many joyous things they are able to accom-
plish on our campus. 

Grace Café will be 
closed Tuesday 
January 4. 
 
We will resume To-

Go Meals on January 11. Have a safe 
and joyful New Year celebration. 

Winter  
Break 



 

 

FINANCE & STEWARDSHIP UPDATE 

Chester Presbyterian Church 
Congregational Report 

11/31/2021 

     

 YTD Actual YTD Budget Difference  

Revenues(1)     

   Offerings (Pledge and Loose) 377,022  332,269  44,753   

   Other Revenue 60,374  54,265  6,109   

Total Revenues 437,396  386,534  50,862   

      

Expenses(2)     

   Salary & Bene-
fits   331,269  341,736  10,467   

   Presbytery and 
Benevolence   31,688  40,085  8,397   

   Worship/CE/Membership/Music/
Stewardship 4,625  17,332  12,707   

   Plant Operations & Church Admin 70,489  87,073  16,585   

   Mortgage Loan        25,830  25,834  4   

   Property Insur-
ance   20,771  26,242  5,471   

   Worker's Comp Insurance & Pro-
cessing Fees 4,860  5,747  887   

  Total Expenses 489,531  544,049  54,518   

      

Net Total(3) (52,135) (157,515) 105,380   

      

Ignite Campaign         

   Beginning Balance (Ending Balance last month) $654,993    

 + Income this Month (payment to  $21,286    

  Ending Balance (Beginning Balance next month) $676,279    

        

   Ignite Pledge Balance Remaining  ($29,454) <--Good News!  We have exceeded our 

        original Ignite Pledge commitments. 

   Mortgage Balance at month end       204,238.99  Thank You!!!  

      

**Numbers rounded to nearest dollar, which can cause differences in 
totals   



 

 

STAY IN TOUCH 
CPC has many ways to stay in touch! 

FACEBOOK 
Like Chester Presbyterian Church on Facebook and enjoy daily prayer 
and much more!  

WEEKLY EMAIL BLAST 
Stay up to date on all the great things happening at the church with our 
weekly email newsletter. 

WEBSITE 
Check out the church calendar, view sermons, or make a donation.  
Everything you’re looking for is on our website! 

BREEZE APP 
Keep in touch with all your friends at church. Email the church office at 
office@chesterpres.org to find out how to have an account created. 

Staff Contact Information 
(804) 748-4636    www.chesterpres.org     Office Hours: 8:30 AM - 3:00 PM, Mon - Fri. 

Gordon B. Mapes, III 
Pastor 

gmapes@chesterpres.org 
 

Linn Coghill 
Membership Coordinator 
lcoghill @chesterpres.org 

Kathy Peebles 
Financial Secretary 

financialsec@chesterpres.org 
 

Anne Kalemjian 
Treasurer 

treasurer@chesterpres.org 

Marcie Murphy 
Church Administrator 

office@chesterpres.org 
 

Brittney Chappell 
Accountant 

accountant@chesterpres.org 

Jon Durkovic 
Music Director 

jdurkovic@chesterpres.org 
 

Kim Hopkins 
Preschool Director 

preschool@chesterpres.org 

YOU TUBE CHANNEL 
Our weekly Worship service is posted on our YouTube Channel. Grab a 
cup of coffee and enjoy the service from home. 


