
 

 

Newsletter of  Chester Presbyterian Church                                                    December 2022 

No Longer Strangers… 

Some years ago, when her eldest daughter was old enough to understand what sav-
ing money was all about, Ginny and her husband sat down with her and explained the 
value of money. They explained how you save, and when the piggybank is full, you 
take the money out and deposit in a bank so that it can draw interest. She understood 
and couldn’t wait to open a savings account at the local bank. 
 
They called they banker at the little town bank where they lived. They told him they 
were on they’re way down so their daughter could open a savings account. It was a 
thrill for them when the bank president waited on their daughter. She handed over her 
savings, and he gave her a receipt and thanked her for her business. But she wouldn’t 
leave. She just stood there like she was waiting for something. “Is there anything else 
I can help you with?” asked the bank president. “Yes,” she replied, “I want my inter-
est.” 
 
As our young friend illustrates, waiting is generally something the world does not like 
to do. Waiting is inconvenient and, depending on the source of the waiting, can be 
seen as some kind of affront to our personhood or perceived as the result of incompe-
tence or malice. Of course there are times when frustration of waiting is justified and 
worthy of challenge. But I think learning to “wait well”, no matter the reason or the sea-
son, is a spiritual discipline that contributes to our emotional health, spiritual vitality, 
and actions that are grounded in faith.  
 
This Advent, our journey to Bethlehem will look at ways we can wait well. The sermon 
series, “Waiting Well” will challenge the negative assumption that waiting means inac-
tion, apathy, or lack of passion. The series will include: “Quick, Look Busy!;” “Not All 
Actions Are Created Equal;” “That’s OK, I’ll Wait;” “Don’t Drop the Baby;” “the Gift of 
Fragility;” and “The Gift of the Word.” This exploration of our Advent texts will move us 
toward waiting that is deliberate, disciplined and just. 
 
Don’t wait! Join us for the journey.  
 
Shalom, 



 

 

The Diaconate December meeting will be a bit different this month 
- we are meeting to eat (I mean celebrate) and do our Christmas 
cards together. We had fun last year and have decided to do it 
again. I still do Christmas cards for our family, but I have noticed 
the amount we get in return is becoming less and less. It’s sad, but 

with the price of stamps, heck, the price of anything, you can’t blame anyone for not sending any, or sending 
them electronically.  
  
Well, you know my mind, I got to wondering just how this whole Christmas card thing started. A Victorian era 
man (1843, to be exact) of the “elite circles” named Henry Cole had too many friends who sent him letters, 
and he did not have enough time to write them back, which was required by the social standards of the time 
(of course). So, he asked an artist friend to put on paper a design Cole had in mind. The first Christmas card 
was a triptych, a center drawing of a family at dinner with Christmas decorations all around, flanked by two 
drawings of people helping the poor. The card had a Christmas greeting on it, with “TO:” written on the top 
so they each could be personalized. Cole had them printed on stiff cardboard, basically the size of our mod-
ern day 3x5 index card and waalaa! The Christmas card was born! Oh yeah, Sir Cole also founded the Vic-
toria and Albert Museum, but I think the card thing is a better story. 
  
However you do it, do contact folks at Christmas. Everyone needs to know they are thought of, especially 
this time of year. Have a safe and Merry Christmas, and don’t forget to attend the (shameless plug) wonder-

      Christmas Worship Schedule 
 

      December 24 

   5:00 PM - Family Service 
   10:00 PM -  Communion Service 

    December 25 

  10:00 AM - Cocoa & Sweaters Service   
            in the Fellowship Hall 

Ushers needed for all 3 services.  

Contact Linn Coghill to sign up: 748-4636 
or lcoghill@chesterpres.org 

The Christmas Joy Offering provides assistance to current and retired church workers and their families in 
their time of need and develops our future leaders at Presbyterian-related schools and colleges equipping  
communities of color. Donations will be received through December 18. 
 

• 50% of your gifts assist current and retired church workers and their families with critical financial 
needs. 

 

• 50% of your gifts make it possible for students to learn and grow in faith at Presbyterian-related 
    schools and colleges equipping communities of color. 
 

Thank you in advance for your donations to the Joy Gift offering. Envelopes are available in the sanctuary 

and Narthex or gifts may be made on line at www.pcusa.org/give/christmasjoy. 

Deacon’s Corner 
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Year-End contributions are always welcome at 
CPC. If you plan to make a year-end contribution, 
please ensure that it is received or postmarked no lat-
er than December 31.  
 
We welcome all 2022 commitments by year-end to 
meet our financial target. If you have already made a 
year-end contribution, we thank you. 

Thank you, Thank You, Thank You  
for your generosity!  

 
The 50 CCHASM Thanksgiving Bags and $15 gift cards were gath-
ered after church Sunday, November 13 and loaded into Cliff Noe's 
van for delivery to CCHASM at the Chesterfield Fair Grounds the 
following Monday. The Men’s Breakfast Group also contributed 25 
meals to families of Curtis Elementary.  
 

The following youth and adults helped by handing out the empty 
bags and then loading the filled bags in the van for delivery: Ella, 
Jake, and Nick Harris, Sophie Hopkins, Hannah Fountain, Andrea 
Harris, Kim Hopkins, Debbie Fountain, Deborah Regal, Josh 
Wood, Jana Wood, Ann Dunbar, and Cliff Noe. 

 

As we prepare for the holiday season, we at CPC are especially grateful. Reflecting on the hardships, isola-
tion, and challenges of our world’s pandemic, we are thankful that we can now gather together once again. 
In spite of the limitations the pandemic caused, there is a bright light that has shined on us. Rebuild VA has 
provided us with grant funding due to our pandemic limitations in the amount of $89,496. These funds will go 
to the Rudy Fund account for future needs. Thanks to all the members of our church staff and volunteers 
who worked diligently to provide detailed information to make this grant possible. God’s blessings are ever 
present in our lives in so many ways. To God be the Glory!! 

Congregational Lunch  

Sunday, December 18 
 

Get in the Christmas spirit! Join your CPC 
friends in the Fellowship Hall following wor-
ship for a hot bowl of homemade soup and 
and a refreshing salad. Enjoy a time of relax-
ing and visiting with friends.  

All are welcome! 



 

 

What do you really know  
about Advent? 

 

Advent is one of the most celebrated holidays in the 
Christian Church. The entire world is transformed by 
this holiday and its festivities. And yet, what do you re-
ally know about Advent? While preparing for CPC’s up-
coming Adult Christian Formation class, Dan Robbins 

was surprised at things he did not know about Advent! Perhaps the same applies to you? 
 

Join us at 8:45 for this Sunday morning class; not only will Dan share some unique 
knowledge but will also help you create a special keepsake to help you celebrate the holi-
day! Handouts and materials will be provided at no cost. Make plans now to meet us in the 
Upstairs Conference Room as we develop a deeper understanding of the Advent season! 

Grace Café needs pies for a special  
Christmas Dinner on 12/20/2022  

 

We’ll be serving a special Christmas meal for Grace Café on Tues-
day, December 20, and we’d  like to have Pumpkin and Apple pies 
made and donated by our congregation. Pies can be brought to 
church on Sunday, 12/18, and no later than 1:00 pm on Tuesday, 
12/20. There will be cards to take for either a pumpkin or apple pie 
(or both) and a signup sheet in the narthex starting December 4.  
For additional information, contact Cliff Noe (804-931-7894 or  
noetinman@verizon.net ) 

 
Grace Café will be closed 12/27/22 and 1/3/23. We want to thank all of you who have come this past 
year as we have thoroughly enjoyed serving you meals. We look forward to your coming back inside for 
meals beginning 1/10/23. God Bless and have a Great Christmas and awesome New Year.  

                                                                                                                               Grace Café Committee 

Dear Friends,  
 

At its November meeting, in keeping with civil law and the Book of Order allowance, the session 
voted to allow same-gender weddings.  
 

This action was taken after a period of discernment, study, and prayer. The session is aware that 
while many will rejoice, some may weep over this action.  
 

Still, the session took this action as a part of its commitment to witness Jesus’ love for all people 
and that CPC is open, welcoming and living into our mission to Deliver God’s Word, Grow in 
Faith and Serve all People. This action does not change the session’s Book of Order obligation 
to approve each wedding request and the requirement that a CPC minister must be an officiant.  
 

In humble prayer, faithful discipleship and Christ’s service,  
 

                       Gordon Mapes,    Erin Woodby, 
                       Pastor          Clerk of Session 
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December 4 An Evening in December                7:00 PM 

December 11 Chesterfield County Choral Society           4:00 PM 

December 13 Richmond Brass and Percussion Consort 7:00 PM 

February 26 Chesterfield Concert Band 3:00 PM 

March 19 American Youth Harp Ensemble 3:00 PM 

April 18, 2023 Richmond Symphonic Winds Ensemble  7:00 PM 

May 21 Chesterfield County Choral Society           3:00 PM 

ARTS Events:  

Don’t miss a chance to express your creative side. Class offerings are as follows. PLEASE register in ad-
vance. There is a nominal fee to cover supplies for each class. 

                1st Monday - Crafting, taught by Mary Schiano and Sally Noe, 6 PM 

       2nd Monday - Carving, taught by Jude Osborne, 6 PM 

       3rd Monday - Fabric and Textile Arts, taught by Kathy Peebles, 6 PM 

                4th Monday - Sketching 101 – resumes in January 2023 

CPC Stewardship is Staying  
Paperless - if you choose… 

 

Contribution Envelopes  - for 2023 we're continuing 
with our "opt-in" system for offering envelopes. We're 
glad to order envelopes for any church member who 
wishes to have them, but you must mark your pledge 
card or let the office know. We'll still use envelope 
numbers to track donations, but it's not necessary to use an actual pre-printed envelope for your dona-
tions. You can just put your number on the memo line. Pew envelopes are available if you prefer not to 
place your check directly in the offering plate. 

Year-End Statements - will be available by mail or email upon request, or you can pick up a copy at the 
office. Contact Marcie at the church office with your request: office@chesterpres.org or 804-748-4636. 
You’re able to access your giving record online at any time using your Breeze account. Marcie can as-
sist you with that process as well. 

Things to avoid: 

No citrus fruit or peels 
No charcoal 
No meat, fish or poultry  
No grease or oil 
No glossy magazine paper 
No gift wrap or ribbon 

Please keep composting! Holiday cooking preparations mean extra compost contribu-
tions….vegetable peelings, etc… Remember no citrus or meat! 

Good for compost: 

Fruit and vegetable peels and stalks   
Wood ashes, but not coal or charcoal 
Dry dog food 
Coffee grounds and coffee filters 
Shredded paper 
Peat moss 
Dry grass clippings (fresh ones get smelly) 
Shredded dry leaves (run a low mower over them), pine needles 
Chicken or turkey feathers 
Annual flowers that you pull up after frost 

mailto:office@chesterpres.org


 

 

Picnic on the Lawn - Sunday, June 5 

Due to the high demand on our Food Pantry we are in need of EVERYTHING! 
 

                       Here is the list of items we currently need: 

Adult Cereal (i.e. corn flakes, Cheerios) 
Ramen Noodle Soup 
Hearty Soup 
Creamed Soup 
Regular Soup 
Beans (black, pinto, etc) 
Pork & Beans 
Mixed Vegetables/Canned Carrots 
Peas 
Corn 
Green Beans 
Beef-A-Roni 

$20 Kroger gift cards are always welcome. Thank you for your generosity! 

Chili 
Spaghetti Sauce 
Spaghetti Noodles 
Boxed Potatoes/Stuffing 
Jelly 
Canned Fruit 
Mac & Cheese 
Hamburger Helper 
Rice 
Coffee/Tea 
Canned Chicken 
Canned Tuna  

This event is suitable for all ages and physical abilities. More than “just another live nativity,” you’ll 
experience interactive and dramatic re-enactments while leisurely strolling a candlelit wooded path. 

After your journey, relax in front of the fireplace while you enjoy tasty homemade holiday treats and 
performances by local musicians. Overnight accommodations are available. Learn more at 
www.CampHanover.org. 

6:00 PM - 9:00 PM 
 

 

Like their popular summer camp, Winter Camp is 
filled with fun, faith, and fellowship. There are just 
a few differences in the packing list! Even with 
coats and hats, campers will enjoy camp favorites 
such as archery, campfires, cookouts, hikes, and 
games. Visit www.CampHanover.org. to register. 

Camp Hanover Winter Camp 

Wednesday, Dec 28 – Friday, Dec 30, 2022 

Open to campers in grades 5 through 12 

The Mission Committee invites you to add donations to 
our Mitten Tree located in the narthex. You can donate 
gloves/mittens, hats, scarves/mufflers, and socks.  
 

All items will be donated to the Christmas Mother Pro-
gram. We'll accept donations through December 4,                
 and they'll be distributed the following week. 
 

http://www.camphanover.org
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PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN 
 

Everyone is invited! 
 

ALL CPC women are members of 
Presbyterian Women and are en-
couraged to attend any/all meetings. 
Please join us on December 14 at 
6:00pm at the home of Kathy  
Peebles.  

 

We will enjoy a soup and salad supper followed by Les-
son 4, “Sabbath and Surrender”. Sarah Smith will present 
the lesson. Our study book this year is “Celebrating Sab-
bath” by Carol Bechtel. This will be followed by an orna-
ment exchange. Everyone is welcome! 

Questions? Contact Kathy Peebles at  

kathyspantry@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

Want 
Text Alerts? 

If you’d like to be notified of last mi-
nute schedule changes such as 
weather delays/cancellations or 
other  “breaking news,” contact the 
church office to add your name to 
the text alert list. 

748-4636 or  
office@chesterpres.org 

Five-Cents-a-Meal 

We collect for this ministry on the 
first Sunday of each month. 
Please consider making a dona-
tion to this ministry using your 
regular contribution method - 
online or by check. Just indicate 
that it's a "Five-Cents-a-Meal Of-

fering."  If you were to set aside a nickel at every meal 
during the month, it would come to about $4.50. Once 
collected, we send these funds to the Presbytery of 
the James.  
 
The majority of funds distributed by the Hunger Minis-
try provide emergency food relief to people in need: 
church emergency food centers, school backpack pro-
grams, county food pantries. 

Chancel Flower  

Dedications 
If you'd like to dedicate 

the flowers for a particular 
Sunday, contact the 

church office for  
details - 748-4636 or 
office@chesterpres.org 

 

Session Highlights 
 

 Received Jon & Jax Schloicka into membership. Their children are  
Thaddeus & Arya 

 Left in place a ban on alcohol on the CPC campus 

 Approved allowing same-gender weddings 

 Raised Arts Fund Cap to $12,500 

 Received word of a grant from ReBuild Virginia  

mailto:kathyspantry@gmail.com
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FINANCE & STEWARDSHIP UPDATE 

Chester Presbyterian Church 

Congregational Report 

October 31, 2022 

    

 YTD Actual YTD Budget Difference 

Revenues(1)    

   Offerings (Pledge and Loose) 353,927  328,847  25,079  

   Other Revenue 100,013  22,746  77,268  

Total Revenues 453,940  351,593  102,347  

     

Expenses(2)    

   Salary & Benefits   251,414  280,845  29,431  

   Presbytery and Mis-
sion   29,544  34,350  4,806  

   Worship/CE/Membership/Music/
Stewardship/Parish Care 7,558  14,313  6,755  

   Plant Operations   51,202  59,009  7,807  

Church Admin   17,406  19,832  2,427  

   Mortgage Loan        15,379  15,381  2  

   Property Insurance   23,067  22,661  (406) 

   Worker's Comp Insurance & Processing 
Fees 2,826  2,262  (564) 

  Total Expenses 398,395  448,652  50,258  

     

Net Total(3) 55,546  (97,059) 152,605  

     

Mortgage Balance:        

   Beginning Balance (Ending Balance last 
month):  $182,244   

   Payments to principal this month:  $809   

  Ending Balance     $181,435  

     

**Numbers rounded to nearest dollar, which can cause differences in totals  



 

 

STAY IN TOUCH 
CPC has many ways to stay in touch! 

FACEBOOK 
Like Chester Presbyterian Church on Facebook and enjoy daily prayer 
and much more!  

WEEKLY EMAIL BLAST 
Stay up to date on all the great things happening at the church with our 
weekly email newsletter. 

WEBSITE 
Check out the church calendar, view sermons, or make a donation.  
Everything you’re looking for is on our website! 

BREEZE APP 
Keep in touch with all your friends at church. Email the church office at 
office@chesterpres.org to find out how to have an account created. 

Staff Contact Information 
(804) 748-4636    www.chesterpres.org     Office Hours: 8:30 AM - 3:00 PM, Mon - Fri. 

Gordon B. Mapes, III 
Pastor 

gmapes@chesterpres.org 
 

Linn Coghill 
Membership Coordinator 
lcoghill @chesterpres.org 

Kathy Peebles 
Financial Secretary 

financialsec@chesterpres.org 
 

Anne Kalemjian 
Treasurer 

treasurer@chesterpres.org 

Marcie Murphy 
Church Administrator 

office@chesterpres.org 
 

Brittney Chappell 
Accountant 

accountant@chesterpres.org 

Roshan Chakane 
Director of Music 

rchakane@chesterpres.org 
 

Kim Hopkins 
Preschool Director 

preschool@chesterpres.org 

YOU TUBE CHANNEL 
Our weekly Worship service is posted on our YouTube Channel. Grab a 
cup of coffee and enjoy the service from home. 


