
  
 

CHESTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
Fourth Sunday after Pentecost 

 10:00A.M.  June 17, 2018 
 

WE GATHER 
 
  WELCOME, ANNOUNCEMENTS and PEACE  
  

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 

 
  ORGAN VOLUNTARY Canzona Domenico Zipoli    
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP 
 

Small as a mustard seed and lofty as a cedar: 
The kingdom of God is growing. 
While we sleep and rise night and day: 
The kingdom of God is growing. 
The low are brought high; the high are brought low: 
The kingdom of God is growing, its large branches are home to 
all kinds of people! 
Let us worship in God’s kingdom! 

 
*HYMN 36 For the Fruit of All Creation AR HYD Y NOS 

   
  CALL TO CONFESSION 
 

When we gather to worship God, we remember that we are God’s 
people, but we have often preferred our way instead of God’s. 
Trusting God’s power to make us new persons in Christ, let us 
confess our sin before God and one another: 

 
  PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
  

Holy God, the parable of the mustard seed teaches us that a little 
faith can produce great work in your kingdom.  Yet we are too 
timid to bear the fruit of your righteousness, for we walk by sight 
and not by faith.  Forgive us, Lord; we do not uphold the poor or 
the oppressed.  We do not advocate for the powerless or the 
voiceless.  We do not sacrifice ourselves for the needs of our 
neighbors.  Renew us with the love of Christ so that we live no 
longer for ourselves, but for Christ who became the seed of your 
righteousness in us…(Silent, personal confession) 
 

  KYRIE 575  KYRIE ELEISON 

 
Lord, have mercy upon us; Christ, have mercy upon us;  
Lord, have mercy upon us.  

 
  ASSURANCE OF GOD’S FORGIVENESS 

  

If anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has passed 
away; see, everything has become new! 
We are ambassadors for Christ, for God has reconciled us through 
him! 
And in that reconciliation, we are forgiven! 

 
*RESPONSE 581   GLORIA PATRI 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; as 
it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without 
end.  Amen, amen. 

 
 

WE NURTURE 
 

  CHILDREN’S BLESSING     
 
  PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
 
  READING                          Ezekiel 17:22-24 
 
*HYMN 250                In the Bulb There Is a Flower PROMISE  
 
  LESSON                              Mark 4:26-34 
   
    The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
 
  SERMON                        Trusting the Process                             
 
  AFFIRMATION IN MOVEMENT  
             All Things Bright and Beautiful                       Tom Mitchell 
 
  All things bright and beautiful, all creatures great and small, 
  All things wise and wonderful, the Lord God made them all. 
  Each little flow’r that opens, each little bird that sings: 
  God made their glowing colors, and made their tiny wings. 
  The purple headed mountain, the river running by, 
  The sunset and the morning, that brightens up the sky. 
  The cold wind in the winter, the pleasant summer sun, 
  The ripe fruits in the garden:  God made them ev’ry one. 
  All things bright and beautiful, all creatures great and small, 
  All things wise and wonderful, the Lord God made them all. 
  God gave us eyes to see them, and lips that we might tell 
  How great is God Almighty, who has made all things well. 
                Cecil Frances Alexander 
 
 

  PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord… 
 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give 
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive 
our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, 
forever.  Amen. 

 
WE GIVE THANKS 

 
OFFERING    All’ Offertorio         Zipoli

       
 
*DOXOLOGY 606  OLD HUNDREDTH 

 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him all creatures 
here below; praise him above ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son 
and Holy Ghost.  Amen.   

    
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

 
Life-giving God, we know that you will accomplish everything  
you purpose.  
Accept, we pray, these offerings from our hands.  
May they contribute to what you are doing so that life may flourish. 
In Jesus’ name we pray.  Amen.  

   
WE REACH OUT 

 
*HYMN 4                  Holy God, We Praise Your Name GROSSER GOTT  
        
*BENEDICTION 
   
  POSTLUDE                   Grand Choeur in G Theodore Salome          
    
 

The End of Worship, the Beginning of Service 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*All who are able may stand. 
 Bold Type indicates a congregational response. 
 



Scripture 
 
Ezekiel 17:22-24 
 

22 Thus says the Lord GOD: 
I myself will take a sprig 
    from the lofty top of a cedar; 
    I will set it out. 
I will break off a tender one 
    from the topmost of its young twigs; 
I myself will plant it 
    on a high and lofty mountain. 
23 On the mountain height of Israel 
    I will plant it, 
in order that it may produce boughs and bear fruit, 
    and become a noble cedar. 
Under it every kind of bird will live; 
    in the shade of its branches will nest 
    winged creatures of every kind. 
24 All the trees of the field shall know 
    that I am the LORD. 
I bring low the high tree, 
    I make high the low tree; 
I dry up the green tree 
    and make the dry tree flourish. 
I the LORD have spoken; 
    I will accomplish it. 
 

Mark 4:26-34 
 
26 He also said, “The kingdom of God is as if someone would scatter seed on 
the ground, 27 and would sleep and rise night and day, and the seed would 
sprout and grow, he does not know how.  28 The earth produces of itself, first 
the stalk, then the head, then the full grain in the head.  29 But when the grain 
is ripe, at once he goes in with his sickle, because the harvest has come.” 
 

30 He also said, “With what can we compare the kingdom of God, or what 
parable will we use for it?  31 It is like a mustard seed, which, when sown upon 
the ground, is the smallest of all the seeds on earth; 32 yet when it is sown it 
grows up and becomes the greatest of all shrubs, and puts forth large 
branches, so that the birds of the air can make nests in its shade.” 
 

33 With many such parables he spoke the word to them, as they were able to 
hear it; 34 he did not speak to them except in parables, but he explained 
everything in private to his disciples. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Welcome.  We’re glad you joined us for worship today.  We are an engaged 
community of faith called to deliver God’s word, grow in faith and serve all 
people.  We worship on Sunday mornings at 10:00 in the main sanctuary.  We 
pray that you experience Christ’s presence in our midst, and that his presence 
will sustain you in the week ahead. 
 Children are especially welcome in our worship services.  For families 
who prefer, child care is available for birth through age 5 in rooms 119 and 
120. During the service, parents with young children are welcome, if they 
prefer, to adjourn to the downstairs conference room and continue listening to  
the service.  
 If you are a visitor we hope you will make Chester Presbyterian 
Church your church home.  Please pick up a copy of Connections@CPC, our 
church newsletter in the narthex.  It is full of activities and program schedules 
to assist you in finding areas of interest in our ministries.  Our pastor, staff and 
officers would be delighted to answer any questions you may have about our 
many programs and activities, and to discuss membership with you at your 
earliest convenience. 
 
 

Serving Today 
 

Liturgist  Debbie Fountain                                                        
Sanctuary Guild  Pam and Cliff Dameron 
Ushers Richard and Susan Nunnally;  
 Linda Guthrie; Robert Brown, Sr.   
Greeters Tom and Joan Thompson; Maury and Libby Gatewood 
   
  
   
Office Hours: 9:00A.M. – 4:30P.M. Monday – Friday.  Church staff can be  
reached at 748-4636. 
 
Gordon B. Mapes, III, Pastor                            gmapes@chesterpres.org   
James Dorn, Director of Music   jdorn@chesterpres.org 
Linn W. Coghill, Membership Coordinator         lcoghill@chesterpres.org 
Jessie Partridge Cooke, CE Intern   christian.ed@chesterpres.org 
Jacqueline Poliquin, Church Administrator  office@chesterpres.org 
Jennifer Simonpietri, Accountant      jennifers@chesterpres.org 
Kim Hopkins, Preschool Director 748-9465 preschool@chesterpres.org 
Sandra Walker, Financial Secretary 751-0713 financial.sec@chesterpres.org 
Don Davidson, Treasurer 717-5020 treasurer@chesterpres.org 
Lucinda Wood  christian.ed@chesterpres.org 
Carroll A. Briggs & Ron L. Briggs, Sextons 
 
 

God’s Call to Chester Presbyterian Church is: 
 Deliver God’s Word, Grow in Faith, Serve All People. 

 

Phone: 748-4636      Fax: 748-6470 
3424 W. Hundred Rd., Chester, VA 23831 

www.chesterpres.org 
 

This Week at CPC 
 
Sunday, June 17                  Father’s Day 
 9:00A.M.  Intergenerational Church School – FH  
 9:15A.M. Summer Choir Rehearsal – Sanctuary  
 10:00A.M. Worship – Sanctuary 
 11:00A.M. Lemonade on the Lawn – Campus 
Monday, June 18                 7:00P.M. Boy Scouts/Cub Scouts – Rudy Ctr 
Tuesday, June 19 1:00P.M. CPC Staff – 1st Floor CR 
 5:30P.M. Grace Café – FH 
 7:00P.M. Circle 1 – Offsite 
Wednesday, June 20 7:00A.M. Wednesday Men’s Breakfast – FH 
 10:00A.M. Pastor’s Bible Study – 1st Floor CR  
 7:00P.M. AA Living Life – Rudy Ctr 
 7:30P.M. Theology On Tap – Trapezium  
Thursday, June 21  6:00P.M. Officer Training – Various  
Friday, June 22  8:00P.M. AA Big Book Study – Rudy Ctr 
Saturday, June 23  10:00A.M. Happy Quilters – FH  
  11:00A.M. AA Common Journey – Rudy Ctr 
 
Sanctuary flowers are given to the glory of God and in honor of their son, Billy 
Martyn’s birthday by Diana and Bill Martyn. 
 
The sympathy of the congregation is extended to Victoria Wood on the death 
of her grandmother, Nellie Napier, June 11, 2018, in Chester, VA. 
 
Please Remember In Your Prayers:  Joe Gee; Helen Freeburger; Andrew 
Rudy, Carrie Black, Bob Lynn; Cynthia Woerner; Peter Lehman; Larry Turner, 
Sr.; Ani Martin;  Brad Peebles; Bob and Marnie Brown’s  sister-in-law, Nancy 
Brown; Brita Simmons and Marnie Brown’s friend, Judy Hood; Liz Fletcher’s 
brother, David Whigham; Sharlee LaBrecque’s mother, Sharon Harold; Susan 
Johnson’s father, James McCormack; Cynthia and Todd Woerner’s daughter, 
Rebecca Hodell, and Cynthia’s friend Susan Huntington; Deborah Regal’s sister, 
Cherrill, and her nephew, Billy Regal; Frank Brownlee’s stepson-in-law, Gordon 
Hailey; Beverly Crute’s daughter, Cathy Toney; Bob and Marnie Brown’s son-
in-law, Guy Champ; shut-ins; those in assisted living facilities, especially Tim 
Williams; Catherine Spence; Larry Grina; Helen Hines; Nancy Porterfield; Jean 
Oliver; and our military, especially members and friends serving overseas. 
 
As we welcome in the summer with a new schedule we continue to honor 
and praise God in our Sunday worship. We come to experience God’s grace 
and to discern the presence and activity of God in our midst.  Using the words 
in the Apostle’s Creed “Maker of Heaven and Earth,” as inspiration, the 
hymn, All Things Bright and Beautiful, was originally published in a children’s 
hymnal in Ireland in the mid-19th century.  Today, our choir and Liturgical 
Movement group will bring the words of the hymn to life.  Let us be renewed 
as God’s grace ‘falls afresh’ through this familiar hymn and interpretive, 
liturgical movement.   
 
The 223rd General Assembly convened in St. Louis yesterday.  Please keep 
commissioners and all participants in prayer as they discern God’s leading in 
restructuring, the 2020 Vision, fossil fuels and per capita. 
 
 
 
 
 



Theology On Tap:  Food, fellowship and conversation at the intersection  
of life and faith.  This Wednesday, June 20, 7:30P.M.  Trapezium, 423 3rd 
Street, Petersburg. 
 
Summer Choir has begun!  All are welcome, and there are no Thursday 
rehearsals.  We rehearse at 9:15 in the sanctuary, and sing for the 10:00 
service.  
  
Summer Tradition Returns!  Lemonade and cookies are served each Sunday, 
following 10:00A.M. worship.  Church members will host.  Take this 
opportunity to fellowship with your CPC friends. 
  
VBS 2018:  Rolling River Rampage is July 16-20!  See our website or Facebook 
page, or use this link:  https://rrr.cokesburyvbs.com/chesterpresbyterianchurch  
to register your child to attend or yourself as a volunteer today!  Online 
registration ends today. 
 
Grace Café welcomes you for dinner every Tuesday, 5:30-6:30P.M. in the 
fellowship hall.  June 19 menu:  Chicken casserole with stuffing, yams, green 
beans, rolls, dessert.  Come out and unwind with good friends. 
 
This is CEREAL week for our Food Pantry.  Please place your donations in 
the shopping cart in the hallway.  $10 Kroger gift cards are needed and appreciated.  We 
currently have none.  Thank you. 
 
Richmond Brass and Percussion Consort will present a Concert in Honor of 
America Tuesday, July 3, at 7:00P.M. in the sanctuary.  Save the date! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


